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The Australian Academy of Science submission to the Independent Forestry Panel 

New South Wales (NSW) forests provide habitat for threatened species and are key to mitigating climate 

change by sequestering carbon and providing vital services to people (such as clean water provision, air 

purification, and tourism opportunities).  

Continued native forest logging in NSW is unsustainable and has significant negative impacts on biodiversity, 

carbon emissions, and ecosystem services. It also increases the risks of climate change and bushfire severity.  

The Australian Academy of Science (AAS) makes the following recommendations: 

● Native forests should be preserved to increase viable habitat for threatened species in NSW and 

reduce bushfire risks and impact.  

● The NSW Government should commit to phasing out native forest logging and transition to a 

plantation-only industry.  

● The NSW government should develop a long-term carbon storage plan that includes intact native 

forests.  

NSW forests should be preserved  
Australia is failing to halt biodiversity loss and species decline. Native forests in NSW are home to many 

threatened species. Logging significantly reduces critical habitat, such as large old hollow-bearing trees. There 

is a need to both; protect native forests and embark upon reforestation to increase viable habitat for 

threatened species in NSW. 

From 1788 to 2021, 54% of all native forests and woodlands in NSW were cleared. This extensive deforestation 

has impacted 43 threatened species, with some, such as Sloane's froglet and pale yellow double tail, having 

less than 12% of their original range intact. 1 Further degradation of these habitats through logging threatens 

to accelerate species loss. Native forests which have already been cleared by logging will experience greater 

stress from climate change. Logging heightens the risks and impact of bushfires by increasing flammability and 

fire severity.2 Logging creates debris, dries the ground layer and soil, and changes the forest architecture. This 

leads to more flammable young plants and alters the microclimate (making it drier, hotter, and more 

variable).3,4 Native forests should be kept intact to reduce the extinction of threatened species and the 

severity of bushfires. 

Demand for timber products and the future of plantations 
Plantations are a more environmentally sustainable and economically viable solution compared to native 

forest logging.5 NSW should increase investment in plantations to meet timber demands while phasing out the 

use of native forests. Currently, most sawn timber comes from plantations, whereas native forests are 

primarily used for lower-value products such as wood chips and paper pulp. A transition to a plantation-only 

industry can meet NSW’s demand for timber products, as demonstrated by successful models in South 
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Dear , 

I am writing to you as Chair of the Independent Forestry Panel, which has been appointed by the 
NSW Government to lead consultation on the sustainability of current and future forestry operations 
and the best options to achieve the balance between sustainable supplies of timber and NSW’s 
environmental commitments. Professor Mary O’Kane AC and the Hon. Mick Veitch are also Panel 
members. The Panel is currently consulting with stakeholders and will be providing a report ahead of 
the NSW Government developing its Forestry Industry Action Plan.  

The Government’s Forestry Industry Action Plan is expected to address the following topic areas: 

 Sustainability of current and future forestry operaƟons in NSW 
 Environmental and cultural values of forests, including threatened species 
 Community demand for Ɵmber products, parƟcularly as relates to NSW housing, construcƟon, 

mining, transport and retail 
 The future of soŌwood and hardwood plantaƟons and the conƟnuaƟon of Private NaƟve Forestry 

in helping meet Ɵmber supply needs 
 The role of State Forests in maximising the delivery of a range of environmental, economic and 

social outcomes 
 OpportuniƟes to realise carbon and biodiversity benefits and support carbon and biodiversity 

markets, and miƟgate and adapt to climate change risks 
 Greenhouse gas emission impacts of different uses of forests and assessment of climate change 

risks to forests. 

The Panel would appreciate and greatly benefit from a submission from the Academy of Science.  

We understand that the National Committee for Ecology, Evolution and Conservation and the 
National Committee for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food have particularly relevant expertise, but 
invite the Academy to refer this request to its most appropriate committees or members.  

Public submissions are currently open on our website, closing on 13 October 2024 (11:59pm). 
Further informaƟon about how to make a submission can be found here: 
hƩps://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/cases/2024/08/independent-forestry-panel; however, I invite the 
Academy of Science to provide its submission directly by email to forestryiap@ipcn.nsw.gov.au. In 
the event that the Academy is only able to provide a preliminary submission by the closing date, with 
a longer submission to follow, that would also be welcomed.  

I also advise that the Panel have concurrently invited expert submissions from the Australian 
Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering and Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia.  

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Duncan AM 
Chair, Independent Forestry Panel 




