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A social 
experiment that 
has failed.
STRA has delivered 
‘virtual hotels’ in 
residential areas –
a Perfect Stay has 
over 200 listings 
and drained the 
pool of long-term 
rentals. 



How many houses, how many people?

 The average household size is 
2.44 people per dwelling

 Even if only half of these STRAs 
were formerly long-term rentals, 
that is 4786 people that have 
had to move somewhere else

 Where did they go?



Workers in Byron – 4817
(29.1%) live outside of 
the Shire. 

Most come from 
neighbouring Shires:

Ballina: 1,955
Tweed: 1,398
Lismore:  657
Gold Coast: 341 
TOTAL: 4,351



Congestion on our roads, particularly into Byron Bay, is a worsening 
issue, particularly at peak times. 
If workers can’t live here they have to drive in – over 4000 of them, 

The influx of extra cars cannot properly be 
managed in a limited space such as Byron Bay 
or even Mullumbimby. This has multiple 
impacts:
 traffic circulation - long waits on entry into 

towns and circling for available parking 
 degrades road infrastructure 
 parking – there is an overflow into 

residential areas because long day parkers 
want to avoid paid parking areas

 impacts on the amenity of residents and 
visitors

 business: many Byron residents avoid going 
to the Industrial estate for several hours a 
day when traffic is bad
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