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Introduction

NCOPL Attendees:

• Paul Flynn
CEO and Managing Director

• David Ellwood
Director NCO Stage 3 Project

• Mitch Royall
Longwall Superintendent – Narrabri Mine



Whitehaven Coal 
Overview



Whitehaven is the largest independent producer 
of high-CV coal in Australia

We produce and sell high quality coal 
products into premium Asian markets

Our coal products are used:

1. In high efficiency, 
low emission (HELE) 
electricity generation 

2. to make steel; and 

3. in nickel smelting and 
other industrial applications



Sustainability highlights FY21

$344.7 million 
spent with
local suppliers

267ha
of land 
rehabilitated 

$392,300 
in community 
partnerships 
and donations

$5.15 million
spent with 
14 Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander
businesses

Approx. 75% 
of 2,500-strong 
workforce based in 
regional areas

9%
of workforce 
identifies as 
Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander 

12.4% 
female 
participation in 
our workforce

Business resilience 
tested against TCFD 
framework since 
FY19
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Our focus is on 
leaving a legacy 
beyond mining
We believe the local community 
should be the main beneficiary of 
our presence.

Our community and social compact

We’re focused on building local prosperity, 
improving quality of life, and ensuring our 
regional towns thrive – so the benefits of 
our presence go beyond our workforce and 
beyond the life of any single mine.

Ultimately, our compact is to leave an 
economic and social legacy that outlives 
our mining operations, and lives on in the 
areas of education, health, skills and 
infrastructure.

Leave an economic 
and social legacy that 

outlives mining 
operations. 

Identify, develop and 
operate high-quality, 
long-life, lower-cost coal 
projects.

Promote local economic 
growth and sustainability 
through permanent job 
creation and local 
procurement. 

Help build local community 
capacity and viability through 
direct and indirect 
intergenerational investment in 
education, health, skills and 
infrastructure. 

Instill community trust through 
responsible environmental 

stewardship and community 
partnerships. 



Our presence supports regional economic growth
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FY21 community contribution
$355,000 of gift cards as 

vaccination incentives to be spent 
in Gunnedah and Narrabri Shires



Submissions on 
Stage 3 EIS

• 67 submissions on the EIS:

• 61 public (100% supportive).

• 3 business groups.

• 3 special interest groups.

• 94% of submissions were supportive.

• None of the 13 government agencies or 2 local 
councils objected to the Project.

8

Supports Objects Comments

94%

5% 1%



Summary
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• Logical extension of an existing mine.

• Continued use of existing infrastructure.

• Ongoing employment and community 
support.

• Strong understanding of potential impacts.

• Comprehensive assessment and iterative 
design to minimise environmental impacts.

• Ongoing implementation and improvement 
of monitoring and management programs.

“On balance, the Department believes 
that the Project’s benefits significantly 
outweigh its residual costs, and that it is 
in the public interest and is approvable, 
subject to the recommended conditions.” 

Page 88, DPIE Assessment Report 



Thank you



Narrabri Stage 3 
Project Overview



Project Overview

• Existing mine located in the Gunnedah 
Basin.

• 25 km southeast of Narrabri and 60 km 
northwest of Gunnedah.

• Serviced by existing rail, road, water and 
power infrastructure.

• In the vicinity of Whitehaven’s Maules 
Creek, Tarrawonga and Vickery Coal Mines.
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Location

“The Department considers the site 
to be well-suited for the Project” 

Page xiv, DPIE Assessment Report 



Project Overview

• Continuation of underground longwall mining 
of the Hoskissons coal seam.

• Southern extension into new Mining Lease 
Application areas. 

• Additional 82 Mt run-of-mine (ROM) coal.

• Continued use of the existing and approved 
pit top and coal handling and processing 
facilities and other infrastructure.

• Up to 11 Mtpa ROM coal production.

• Micro-siting of surface infrastructure.

• Progressive rehabilitation.
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Stage 3 Project



Project Overview

• Mine life extension from 2031 to 2044, 
providing continued social and economic 
benefits to the region.

• Continued employment of up to 
approximately 520 full-time equivalent 
personnel.

• Up to approximately 20 additional 
construction jobs during development 
phases.

• $259M additional royalties to NSW.

• Total net benefit to NSW of $599M 
(net present value).
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Key Benefits

“On balance, the Department believes 
that the Project’s benefits significantly 
outweigh its residual costs…” 

Page xv , DPIE Assessment Report



Project builds on the 
existing Narrabri Mine

• Potential impacts are well understood.

• Existing surface facilities and services would 
be used for the Project.

• The site is well suited for the Project.

• No highly productive agricultural land.

• Minor impacts on highly productive aquifers, 
located approximately 5 km east of the Project 
underground mining areas.

• Existing management measures will continue 
to be implemented and/or improved.

• Extensive consultation. 
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Project Description

“The environment above and 
surrounding the Narrabri Mine and 
the Project area is not particularly 
environmentally sensitive…” 

Page xiv, DPIE Assessment Report 



Thank you
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