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GML Heritage 
Level 6, 372 Elizabeth Street 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

Dear  

Bylong Coal Project (SSD 6367) 

You previously provided expert advice to the former NSW Planning Assessment Commission 
(PAC) on specific heritage matters as part of its Review of the Bylong Coal Project.  

The PAC was replaced by the Independent Planning Commission NSW (the Commission) 
under amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 which took 
effect on 1 March last year.  

The Bylong Coal Project is presently before the Commission for determination. 
Commissioners Gordon Kirkby (Panel Chair), Wendy Lewin and Stephen O’Connor have 
been appointed to determine the State significant development application. 

The Commission is seeking your advice in relation to the Revised Mine Plan, as set out in the 
Department of Planning & Environment’s Final Assessment Report (FAR), and any potential 
heritage impacts on the Bylong Valley.  

The Department’s FAR (page iv) notes the Revised Mine Plan includes the following key 
changes: 

• Removal of open cut mining and overburden emplacement from the Tarwyn Park
landholding;

• Reducing the volume of overburden being handled by around 24%;

• Reducing the footprint of the western open cut by 22.5 hectares (ha) to maintain a
wooded ridgeline and retain the existing views from the Tarwyn Park homestead;

• Modifying the north-western overburden emplacement area to incorporate a
valley/drainage line, to minimise visual impacts on Tarwyn Park;

• Reducing the height and slope of the south-western overburden emplacement
area to integrate with the existing topography;

• Avoiding impacts on the former Upper Bylong Catholic Church and cemetery;

• Re-establishing the connection between the Upper Bylong Road and Lee Creek
Road at mine closure, subject to consultation and agreement with Mid-Western
Regional Council; and

• Incorporating macro relief into the conceptual final landform, consistent with
existing landscape elements in the Upper Bylong Valley.
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Request for Advice 
1. Does your report, “Bylong Coal Project Heritage Review”, dated May 2017, 

including the advice and recommendations contained within it, change based on 
the Revised Mine Plan? 

2. In particular: 
a. the impacts of the Revised Mine Plan on the eligibility of the Tarwyn Park 

and Iron Tank properties as items of State significance, with reference to 
the Heritage Council criteria for listing on the State Heritage Register 

b. the impacts of the Revised Mine Plan on any heritage values associated 
with the Bylong Valley, including natural sequence farming, thoroughbred 
horse breeding and cattle breeding, and cultural history 

c. the eligibility of the Bylong Valley as an item of State significance, with 
reference to the Heritage Council’s criteria for listing on the State Heritage 
Register, in light of the Revised Mine Plan, and 

d. the impacts of the Revised Mine Plan (if any) on the Bylong Landscape 
Conversation Area, as listed on the National Trust Heritage Register. 

 
Scope of Works 
A review of the relevant project documentation: 

• Bylong Coal Project Agricultural Impact Statement, prepared by Scott Barnett & 
Associates and dated May 2015; 

• Bylong Coal Project: Historic Heritage Impact Assessment, prepared by AECOM 
Australia Pty Ltd and dated 20 April 2015; 

• Bylong Coal Project Visual Impact Assessment, prepared by JVP Visual Planning 
& Design and dated 1 July 2015;  

• Archaeological Assessment For Historical Burials Bylong Coal Project, prepared 
by Edward Higginbotham & Associates Pty Ltd and dated 19 August 2015; 

• Bylong Coal Project Environmental Impact Statement, prepared by Hansen Bailey 
Environmental Consultants and dated 1 September 2015; 

• letter from the Office of Environment and Heritage – Heritage Division, dated 11 
November 2015; 

• Bylong Coal Project Environmental Impact Statement Response to Submissions, 
prepared by Hansen Bailey Environmental Consultants and dated 23 March 2016; 

• Department’s Bylong Coal Project Preliminary Assessment Report, dated 31 
March 2017; 

• Bylong Coal Project Heritage Review, prepared by GML Heritage and dated 18 
May 2017; 

• PAC’s Bylong Coal Project Review Report, dated 25 July 2017; 

• Peer Review of Historic Heritage Management Plan and Conservation 
Management Plan for Tarwyn Park and Iron Tank, prepared by Betteridge 
Consulting Pty Ltd and dated 19 December 2017; 

• Bylong Coal Project Draft Farm Management Plan, prepared by SLR Consulting 
Pty Ltd and dated December 2017; 

• Bylong Historical Heritage Management Plan, prepared by AECOM Australia Pty 
Ltd and dated 12 January 2018; 

• Tarwyn Park and Iron Tank Draft Conservation Management Plan, prepared by 
AECOM Australia Pty Ltd and dated 15 January 2018; 

• Bylong Coal Project Response to PAC Review Report, prepared by Hansen Bailey 
Environmental Consultants and dated January 2018; 

• Supplementary Visual Materials provided as Appendix S to the Bylong Coal 
Project Response to PAC Review Report, prepared by Hansen Bailey 
Environmental Consultants and dated January 2018; 

• letter from the Heritage Council of NSW, dated 23 February 2018; 

• Bylong Coal Project Supplementary Information, prepared by Hansen Bailey 
Environmental Consultants and dated July 2018; 
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• Updated Photomontages and Cross Sections provided as Appendix K to the 
Bylong Coal Project Supplementary Information, prepared by Hansen Bailey 
Environmental Consultants and dated July 2018; 

• Bylong Coal Project, Revised Mine Plan Historic Heritage and Visual Impact 
Assessment, prepared by AECOM Australia Pty Ltd and dated 10 July 2018; 

• letter from the Office of Environment and Heritage – Heritage Division, dated 30 
July 2018; and 

• Department’s Bylong Coal Project Final Assessment Report, dated 4 October 
2018. 

 
The Commission is aware that as part of your previous work for the PAC you reviewed some 
of the above documents, and undertook a site inspection and locality tour. As such, the 
Commission does not believe a further visit to the area is required unless you deem it is 
absolutely necessary.  
 
Deliverables 

1. A summary report with the requested advice, which will be made publicly available on 
the Commission’s website; and  

2. A briefing for the Commission Panel, should it be required. 
 
Deadline 
The deadline for completion of this request for advice is 12pm on Tuesday 11 June 2019. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 9383 2100.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Sam McLean 
Executive Director – Secretariat 
 
(cc Mr Gordon Kirkby, Panel Chair) 
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https://majorprojects.accelo.com/public/49e093064adf93f1dd28810dd1be9929/Appendix%20J%20Historic%20Heritage%20and%20Visual%20and%20Landscape%20Assessment%20_Web%20version_.pdf
https://majorprojects.accelo.com/public/49e093064adf93f1dd28810dd1be9929/Appendix%20J%20Historic%20Heritage%20and%20Visual%20and%20Landscape%20Assessment%20_Web%20version_.pdf
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