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Dear Commissioners,

While the Australian landscape is very resilient to weather extremes. (The last 2 years
 have been record hot and dry summers yet many plant species survived and
 reproduced. However we know it is no match to the onslaught of mining operations or
 other large scale clearing offensives. Please note the Great Barrier Reef is dying and
 koala's have become threatened. Our way to redress these gross calamities is to change
 direction, project by project.

Mining at Bylong is gross vandalism of a more enduring prime agricultural resource. It
 is anticipated there will be an impact on water and soil and there has already been the
 cultural impact of depopulation. Our society is poorer for this loss of population
 diversity.

The Wiradjuri cultural heritage of the Bylong Valley is still to be fully revealed yet will
 also be lost and degraded by the coal mine.

While this objection is focussed on the local specifics, a beautiful valley surrounded by
 exceptionally beautiful sandstone vegetation, it is the global implications that are
 slowly getting past our blinkers. While we ask for local heritage protection we are at
 the same time, acting for global heritage and agricultural protection.

I hope there is some mechanism for you to help steer our future to a better place,
 away from allowing this greenfield mine to go ahead.

Regards

Wendy Wales




