From: [ ]

To: IPCN Enquiries Mailbox
Subject: Bylong valley heritage
Date: Thursday, 27 June 2019 9:18:32 AM

Dear Commissioners

Re: the impact of a proposed Korean owned mine on the heritage of Bylong
Valley

I am a farmer in Bylong who will directly be impacted should this mine go
ahead. | have repeatedly requested a meeting with you to discuss the impact
of the mine on those few farmers remaining in the valley after KEPCO
purchased and closed down many of the homes in the Bylong Valley. You
have declined to meet with us as a group who are directly impacted by the
potential mining activities in Bylong, yet you have met with KEPCO and the
local council as well as Muswellbrook council. Obviously | am disappointed
by this and am left questioning the ‘independence’ of the IPC. But it does
highlight that the heritage of this valley has already been impacted by
KEPCO. There are only a handful of land owners left in the valley now.
Indeed if you drive down Lee Creek road there is only one home that is
actually regularly lived in now.

The mine has bought the local school and the Catholic Church as well and all
of these properties, many with significant heritage valley have been boarded
up and left to rot. Indeed the sandstone home on Torrie Lodge that is
reported to be one of the oldest in the Valley has been boarded up and likely
been irreversible damaged by damp and white ants. The purchase of large
swathes of land has reduced the population in the valley so that there are not
enough people left to conduct the previous famous mouse races or easily
maintain the local hall and tennis courts. This is a deleterious impact on the
Heritage of the valley already.

In addition the fertile land that has been described by the NSW farmers as
SOME OF THE COUNTRY’S BEST SOILS. Though a recent drive through
Upper Bylong failed to identify any farming activities on more than one
property in the area — that was cattle being run on the only remaining
privately owned property on Lee Creek Road.

Does the IPC need to consider anything more that the statement from the
heritage expert report regarding the impact of the proposed mine in Bylong;

“will irrecoverably alter the landscape’s scenic picturesque views and
visual relationships”

| feel that this should be enough but here are a few other points that need to be
considered by the IPC when reviewing the potential impact of this mine in
Bylong.

1. This mine will provide less than $12M a year to NSW — no one except
KEPCO and Korea will benefit from the huge damage that this mine
will undoubtedly create in Bylong and the risk to potential surround
world heritage areas

2. The Bylong Valley is listed as a Landscape Conservation Area by the



National Trust for its ‘significance as prime agricultural land with a
rural landscape of exceptional scenic value’.

3. Bylong Valley landscape has been recently been assessed as meeting the
criteria to be listed on the State Heritage Register. Why should we risk
this to provide environmentally unfriendly coal to Korea

4. Tarwyn Park has been nominated for listing on the State Heritage
Register. Heritage and the consultants GML have advised that “there 1s
concurrence between professionals” that Tarwyn Park is eligible for
listing. Yet it appears that this property is no longer being farmed in
the way it was designed — it is no longer the ‘ho9me of natural
sequence farming’.

5. In addition Heritage consultants GML have advised the Commission
that even though the proposed open cut pits and overburden have been
moved from Tarwyn Park “there will be a material impact on the water
and soil values of the wider landscape which underpins [natural
sequence farming] and the property’s ability to demonstrate the
technique”

6. The Bylong Valley way has been recognised as one of the top ten drives
in Australia due to its beauty and natural landscape. This will be
uretrievably lost should this mine go ahead, with increasing mine
traffic and infrastructure ruining the landscape.

You don’t need to look far from Bylong to the area between Muswellbrook
and Denman to see how mining would devastate this valley. Why should
NSW allow a Korean company to ruin a valley as significant and productive
as Bylong for only $12M a year. If the valley was appropriately farmed again
by owner farmers the sustainable farming practices would undoubtedly
generate far more benefits to the local area and NSW as a whole while
preventing further destruction of the environment by foreign countries mining
and then burning coal.

Again I would request that you decline this application to mine in Bylong and
if you continue to consider this application by KEPCO I would request that
the local land owners are granted a meeting with KEPCO to demonstrate the
real impacts that this proposed mine has already had on the valley and the real
risk that this mine places on the ongoing productive capabilities of farming in
Bylong Valley.

Regards

Dr Merran E Auland
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