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Dear Commissioners

Re: the impact of a proposed Korean owned mine on the heritage of Bylong
 Valley

I am a farmer in Bylong who will directly be impacted should this mine go
 ahead. I have repeatedly requested a meeting with you to discuss the impact
 of the mine on those few farmers remaining in the valley after KEPCO
 purchased and closed down many of the homes in the Bylong Valley.  You
 have declined to meet with us as a group who are directly impacted by the
 potential mining activities in Bylong, yet you have met with KEPCO and the
 local council as well as Muswellbrook council.  Obviously I am disappointed
 by this and am left questioning the ‘independence’ of the IPC.  But it does
 highlight that the heritage of this valley has already been impacted by
 KEPCO.  There are only a handful of land owners left in the valley now. 
 Indeed if you drive down Lee Creek road there is only one home that is
 actually regularly lived in now. 

The mine has bought the local school and the Catholic Church as well and all
 of these properties, many with significant heritage valley have been boarded
 up and left to rot.  Indeed the sandstone home on Torrie Lodge that is
 reported to be one of the oldest in the Valley has been boarded up and likely
 been irreversible damaged by damp and white ants.  The purchase of large
 swathes of land has reduced the population in the valley so that there are not
 enough people left to conduct the previous famous mouse races or easily
 maintain the local hall and tennis courts.  This is a deleterious impact on the
 Heritage of the valley already.

 In addition the fertile land that has been described by the NSW farmers as ‘
 SOME OF THE COUNTRY’S BEST SOILS.  Though a recent drive through
 Upper Bylong failed to identify any farming activities on more than one
 property in the area – that was cattle being run on the only remaining
 privately owned property on Lee Creek Road.

Does the IPC need to consider anything more that the statement from the 
heritage expert report regarding the impact of the proposed mine in Bylong;

“will irrecoverably alter the landscape’s scenic picturesque views and
 visual relationships”

I feel that this should be enough but here are a few other points that need to be
 considered by the IPC when reviewing the potential impact of this mine in
 Bylong.

1. This mine will provide less than $12M a year to NSW – no one except
 KEPCO and Korea will benefit from the huge damage that this mine
 will undoubtedly create in Bylong and the risk to potential surround
 world heritage areas

2. The Bylong Valley is listed as a Landscape Conservation Area by the
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P ea e f nd a tached a ew photos of some of he p ope t es that KEPCO bought   Most have been boa ded up and eft empty to ot w th no money be ng spent on hem at a  to keep hem n any s ate of good epa
Wh e not nvest ng n the va ey and p o ect ng the he tage of h s wonde fu  p a e  KEPCO have spent vast sums of mon y emov ng a  s gns hat nd c ted the n me of he a ms they bought  Th s depe ona at on s st pp ng he va ey of h sto y and he age   KEPCO have ep ced hese s gns w th ye ow meta  numbe s on eve y gate s a t ng w h the p ef x BV   Th s shows hat KEPCO a e act ve y t y ng to emove a  h sto y and he age f om the va ey and happy o spend money on th s athe  han he upkeep of s gn f cant
 p ope t es  

In add t on KEPCO have spent s gn f cant sums p ac ng so a  powe d su ve ance came s on the oad h ough uppe  By ong and Lee C ek Road   Aga n pe haps f KEPCO we e genu ne about esp ct ng the he tage of h s va ey he money maybe best sp nt on the upkeep of he h to c p ope t es they pu chased athe  han boa d ng hem up and eav ng them o ot

Past pe o mance best p ed cts fu u e behav ou  so an we a y expect KEPCO to espect he he t ge of th s va ey when they sta t the  m n ng ope at ons f they can not espect t now

I am happy o supp y mo e photos of By ong o demonst te the eve  of neg ect shou d you w sh o see any u the  examp es   P ea e don t hes ta e o con act me

Rega ds

Me an E Au nd
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