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Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

We thank you for the opportunity to submit our views on the fresh advice that "the
 proposed Bylong coal mine will permanently
change the natural and historic cultural landscape of the Bylong Valley, its agricultural uses
 and its significant scenic qualities and character that has
been shaped by natural and cultural [forces] over millennia.”

The stunning scenic quality of the Bylong Valley speaks for itself, bordering the world
 heritage Blue Mountains wilderness area. There are many, many coal mines in NSW but
 very few valleys with the beauty and agricultural value of the Bylong. A coal mine will ruin
 this for ever, for a few years of export coal. 

The significance of Tarwon Park cannot be underestimated. The negative impact on soils,
 water and landscape, which underpins natural sequence farming, would be a travesty.
In the present era of longer and more devastating drought, soil degradation from
 conventional farming methods, the living demonstration of natural sequence farming is an
 invaluable resource in NSW today. The techniques used and demonstrated at Tarwon Park
 could be used by farmers across the whole state. The farming methods, with the proof of
 their success, could help improve farming productivity for generations to come.  The value
 of this to  the state could be far more than any royalties from coal. 

The natural beauty, and farming value  of this area make a coal mine totally
 inappropriate.  

These are the views of the members of the Lane Cove coal and Gas watch

With regards

Peggy Fisher
on behalf of the Lane cove Coal and gas watch.




