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Dear Independent Planning Commission,

I am writing my submission objecting to the Bylong Coal Project.

I understand that the jobs forecasted by KEPCO are valuable to residents in the area. However, I
 have read many reports about the viability of new coal mines as climate change, improved
 renewable energy viability, and investor appetite for coal will transform rapidly. The longevity of these
 coal-project generated jobs is questionable.

However the environmental value of the valley's assets will be permanently be eroded. In particular I
 cite Tarwyn Park. The achievements around natural sequence farming developed by the Andrews
 family and the techniques that can be transferred to benefit agricultural productivity in many areas
 around the world are a natural heritage, it is amazing to imagine this place will be at risk and
 sacrificed for a mine. The report by GML Heritage outlines serious concerns about the impacts of the
 mine on Tarwyn Park. 
I am sure that innovative approaches committed to preserving Tarwyn Park and enabling its
 significant resources and knowledge to be globally recognised and shared are more worthwhile than
 approving a project with limited long-term benefits.

Regards
Chris Bilsland




