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PROF M. O'KANE: Good morning. Good morning andlgome. To get — well,

in starting, 1 would like to acknowledge the traatial owners of the land on which

we meet, the Wonnarua people, and pay my respetheit elders past, present and
future. Before I get in to the formal businesshaf opening statement, let me read
the evacuation material. So in case of an emeygénicexample a fire, please
evacuate the building via the marked exit doorse @rder to evacuate may be
signified by an alarm siren or announced. An ungton to evacuate to a marked
area should be followed without delay to assishedun ensuring that the health

and safety of all staff and visitors is maintaindthe muster areas are on the grassed
areas each side of the auditorium. Thank yourySor

As | said, welcome. Today is the public meetinglmdevelopment application
from Bloomfield Collieries Proprietary Limited, \ted to later on as the applicant,
which is seeking to extend open cut mining at R&feek Mine for a further 21
years to — sorry. Yes. | will read that. My naimdlary O’Kane. I'm chair of the
Independent Planning Commission and chair of thrsepand we are determining
this proposal. Joining me are my fellow commissismAndrew Hutton ..... waving
and Tony Pearson. We’'re supported by Dennis LdeCatlum Firth from the
Commission’s Secretariat. And we're also beingpsuied today by Rachel
Mansted, who's sitting behind me, who is here sishdshe Commission in directing
the hearing as counsel assisting.

Before | continue, | should state that all appan@®mmissioners must make an
annual declaration of interest, identify potentiahflicts with their appointed role.

For the record, we are unaware of any actual argpezd conflicts of interest in
relation to our looking at this development apgima. Further information is
available on our website. You can find informatmnthat website also on how we
manage conflicts of interest and our policy regagdhat. Another matter — those of
you who have been here before are familiar with, ttinat in the interests of openness
and transparency, today’s meeting is being recoathelca full transcript will be
produced and made available on the Commission’sieebJust a little bit about
what the Commission is.

The Independent Planning Commission of New Soutle¥aas established by the
New South Wales Government on 1 March 2018 asagependent statutory body.
The Commission plays an important role in strengjtinggtransparency and
independence in the decision-making processes &worrdevelopment and land use
planning in New South Wales. The key functionshef Commission include
determining State Significant Development applmagi conducting public hearings
when requested to do so by the Minister or the Bre&ydney Commission and
providing independent expert advice on planning @exklopment matters when
requested by the Minister for Planning or the PilagiSecretary.

The Commission is the designated consent authfortgtate Significant
Development applications under certain conditiams these conditions — or these —
each of these three conditions can trigger it: niloa@ 25 public objections,
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reportable political donations by the applicanjecbons by the relevant local
council. The Commission is the consent authootytlie Rix’s Creek Mine
expansion project because more than 25 public tbpechave been received and the
applicant has made reportable political donatid®s, now, a quick summary of
where we are in the process. As you're awareCtiramission at the Minister’'s
request previously held a public hearing in relatio this project. As such, no merit
appeal may be made under division 8.3 of the Enmirental Planning and
Assessment Act in respect of any future decisiodentay the Commission as
consent authority under this EP&A Act in relatianthe carrying out of this
development.

After the public hearing, the Commission producedport on 31 August 2018. The
applicant has responded and the Department of idlgnimdustry and Environment,
known as DPIE now, has produced its final assessraport on this matter. This
public meeting gives us, the Commission, the oppaty to hear your views on the
response from the applicant to the Commission’sereand on the Department’s
final assessment report, plus any other mattettsetproject before we determine the
matter. So next steps after today. Following y&sleneeting, we will endeavour to
complete our determination as soon as possibleghenyvthere may be delays if we
need further information. After this meeting todewe will be meeting with the
Singleton Council and tomorrow, we will be carryiogt a site inspection. After
that, we may convene with relevant stakeholdectaiification or additional
information is required on matters raised. Recoffddl meetings will be published
on the Commission’s website.

A couple of things about written submissions. Twemmission will continue to
accept written submissions or comments until 5 pnfwesday, 6 August 2019.
Anyone can send written submissions or commentse@ommission before that
time. You can do so by sending your submissiororments by email to
ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au or by post to IndependentrittgnCommission, level 3, 201
Elizabeth Street, Sydney, 2000. As you may be awthe Department recently
wrote to the Commission that further assessmehbeiheeded on the air quality
impacts of this project. Once this assessmenb&as completed, it will posted on
the Commission’s website, along with details onlémgth of time allowed for any
comments you might have on the issue.

Now moving to today’s ground rules. Before we Heam our first registered
speaker, | will lay out these ground rules of wivatexpect of everybody taking part
in today’s meeting. First, today’s meeting is aatebate. Our panel will not take
questions from the floor and no interjections di@xged. Our aim is to provide
maximum opportunity for people to speak and to ee&rth by the panel. We
understand and appreciate that

public speaking is an ordeal for many people. Tmoyou may not agree with
everything you hear today, each speaker has thetoge treated with respect and
to be heard in silence. Today’s focus is publiocstdtation. Our panel is here to
listen, not to comment. However, counsel assisiimg) Commissioners may ask
guestions for clarification.
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It will be most beneficial if your presentationfeeused on issues of concern to you.
If somebody has spoken in the registered speakler ahead of you and you agree
exactly with what they say, you could just sayagree with so-and-so and my
comments are the same” and that will be recordedalen into account. You don’t
have to repeat everything you said, but you haesyenght to repeat it if you wish.
It's important also that everyone registered tcagpeceives a fair share of time.
Counsel assisting will enforce the speaking tinhes tvere nominated in this
instance for each speaker. We've made a small auoftadjustments to the order
this morning, as people have had to change thingfave kindly let us know, so
there’s just a tiny set of rearrangements.

As chair, | reserve the right to allow additionaté¢ where | judge it is needed. A
warning bell will sound one minute before the sgeakallotted time is up and again
when it runs out. Please respect these time limiteugh we will strive to stick to
our schedule today, speakers sometimes don’t sipaoy decide not to speak. If you
know someone will not be attending, please advisen® and Callum and they will
adjust the schedule accordingly. If you would likgoroject something onto the
screen, please give the memory stick or whatevBretmis or Callum before you
make your presentation. If you have a copy of ywesentation, whether the words
you're going to say or overhead slides, it wouldapereciated if you could provide a
copy to the Secretariat after you speak and thankiy all of those who have
already provided copies of what they're going tp. S&/e appreciate that.

Please note that any information given to us mamade public. The Commission’s
privacy statement governs our approach to yourmé&ion. Again, if you would

like a copy of that statement, you can obtain eamfthe Secretariat or from our
website. As | noted earlier, everything will beseded on transcript through
Auscript and put on our website. And, finallyehjuest that you turn mobile phones
to silent and | will now pass over to counsel dssys who will direct the conduct of
the meeting. Ms Mansted.

MS R. MANSTED: Thank you, Professor O’Kane. Waé an order of speakers
today and the meeting schedule has been distributedtice there are a couple of
spare copies on the chairs at the front if anyhedwgissing a schedule of speakers
and would like one. There is one error that | $thandicate at the beginning and
that is that Mr Geoff Moore will be speaking on bElof the Bloomfield Group.
There are some other speakers indicated on thasliseéing from the Bloomfield
Group. Those people will be speaking in their pees capacity as while they’re
employees of the Bloomfield Group, they are noe&pey for or on behalf of the
company. For anybody who hasn't yet provided ayafgheir speaking notes or
PowerPoint presentation, please do feel free tcecgmand provide that to Dennis
and to Callum. The first speaker will be Mr Gelfbore from the Bloomfield
Group and | invite him to come forward.

MR G. MOORE: First of all, thank you to the Conssion for the opportunity to
speak today. And | would like to start just byyading a little bit of an overview of
the operation — if that works. So Rix's Creek $astpart of the Rix’s Creek Mine.
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It has been owned and operated by the Bloomfiettl@since 1990, with the
majority of the area on the northern side of thievey, which — hopefully, that’s the
pointer — yes. So the majority of the area on shde, having been mined and
rehabilitated since that — since the mine startelPB0. 70 per cent of the
employees reside locally, with about one third aogrfrom Singleton. Rix’s Creek
Mine has a trainee program which will be expandedea go forward. And the
business currently supports about 30 apprenticagpnmogram that has operated for
more than 40 years, even through some fairly chgiltey times. So that’s obviously
through the Bloomfield Group as the — as the bigsine

The current consent for Rix’s Creek South is tavatch 2020. And | will just draw
attention to the — to the green line on the plamgctvis the current approved
disturbance boundary for — for the mine as itist®. So some changes to the
project since the EIS was originally submitted.tMthe purchase of the Integra
Open Cut by Bloomfield in 2015 — that allowed aultbn in the maximum
extraction level sought from the four and a-halflioni tonnes ROM to 3.6 million
tonnes.

This resulted in a reduction in noise and air-quampacts. The purchase also
allowed the integration of acquired sound-atteriatpuipment, and it removed the
need for a rail loop as part of the approval. Qegnwvere made to the North Pit to
remove the need to divert Stonequarry Creek atigetdVest Pit to avoid Deadman’s
Gully. The footprint of — of the project is small's about one-eighth of the size of
the current approved area.

As — as you noted, the, um, independent — weltysethe Independent Planning
Commission’s review report from last year had 2Z®nmemendations, and it did
conclude that if the applicant can satisfactordgi@ss the various recommendations
contained within this review report, the projectyn@ve merit. So we've

considered each of the recommendations and inclad@ohs and commitments to
address these, ah, in our response to the DepdrahBtanning in December last
year. One of the Independent Planning Commisgoammendations included a
revision to the mine plan, and I'd like to coveatihecommendation now. So
recommendation 16 spoke to a change to the mime gtgectively in line with, ah,
this option 1.

So this involved removal of the need for the westart-of-pit dump — this area
through here, um, and had the — the waste thatyalid have reported to that in the
original plan, ah, being placed on the North Pihis area here — North Pit dump —
and also in the South Pit. That, ah, waste wobldausly increase the — the height
of the, ah, the current — these current emplaceareas. Um, and it did involve
covering, um, previously rehabilitated areas. \I¢e aonsidered another option, our
option 2, which removed the need for the southathdf the western out-of-pit
dump, um, and the volume that reported to thatqfatie dump was then placed on
both the South Pit dump and the North Pit dumpsimalar way to opt — as option 1
proposed.
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The — the difference with, ah, option 2 is that-tthe footprint of the — particularly
the North Pit dump, ah, was — is less than whatpragosed in option 1, um,
significantly avoiding, ah, some previously, athabkilitated woodland area, and also
the dump height is less, ah, in — in the NorthrPihat case. So the trade-off study
was completed as a like-for-like comparison, wite same parameters that, ah, we
used in the EIS. Equipment quantities were unehgkd, except where they were
modified for haulage lengths. And the results athithe air quality assessment and
the noise impact assessment indicated no signifaran or reasonably measurable,
ah, change compared with the EIS.

So the benefits and impacts of the — the two optmympared to the EIS proposal
are presented on this slide. So for option 1 ¢iselts were reduction of 34 per cent
in the biodiversity offset credits required, sigeaint increase in truck haulage and
cost, due to the volume, distance and elevatiotih 92 per cent of the volume going
to the North Pit emplacement area, and eight patrtoghe South Pit emplacement
area. It required re-disturbance of 24 hectaresstablished planted woodland on
the North Pit overburden emplacement area, ana hhas- reduction in class 4 and 5
landforms for post-mine. The option 2 results et slightly less reduction in the
biodiversity offset credits, but still a reductioh24 per cent.

Option 2 also has an increase cost associatedivathaul distance, but this is —is
lower — a lower increase than for option 1, as d@dlyper cent of the volume, ah,
actually reports to the North Pit. Option 2, ahra-disturbance of four hectares of
younger planted woodland, ah, on the North Pit loweten emplacement area, but
preserves the more-established woodland that, @lvillviook at, ah, tomorrow on
the — on the site inspection. Option 2 has moablesfinal landform compared to
option 1. So option 2 was our preferred option wad recommended, ah, with the
benefits being the reduction in required credigsmentioned, of 24 per cent
compared to the original proposal, and a minimss lof the established, mature
vegetation.

From visual impact and final landform assessmeamson 2 provides a better
outcome than option 1, with the lower 10-metre,Ndrth Pit dump. And option 2
provides the greatest operational flexibility, wittultiple emplacement destinations
that will provide options to mitigate weather imfsmand best manage noise and dust
potential. Option 2 is essentially cost-neutrampared to the original proposal. So
the following, ah, three slides show the developneeer time for option 2. In 2020
active mining will occurring in the — in the West,Rh, operation, and it will be
progressively moving towards the North.

Capping of the tailings then in the South Pit Ww#l, ah, ongoing at that point and the
dumps will be starting to get established in then-the western out-of-pit dump area,
as well as on the North Pit, um, and progressiabgitation will occur as these
dumps are, ah, completed in lifts. The lower sadiwill be — will be rehabilitated,
and that will be the same — similar case for, dbr+the north pit. In 2023, mining is
still progressing towards the north. Uh, the squitiwould be finished at that stage
and rehabilitated, and the western out of pit ecgteent area, and also the north pit,
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will, uh, continue to be raised. 2023 is the y&fahe highest — of highest
production, uh, nominated.

In 2026, active mining rates decrease as the dre ovest pit starts to become
more re- constrained. Dumping on the western éyiteemplacement area, and
also the north pit areas, are getting close togfiralised. Um, but as — and as
mining continues past this point, this — uh, thisaacontinues to, um, to reduce, and
there are further reductions, uh, in the produclsmels going forward from that
point. The ..... final landform compared to th&Ehse has the reduced out-of-pit
dump area and this area here, but has increasglt ireboth the south pit and also
the north pit areas. From a biodiversity poinviefv - - -

MR PEARSON: Mr Moore - - -

MR MOORE: As previously noted, adoption of opt@mould reduce the required
credits by 24 per cent.

MR PEARSON: Sorry, Mr Moore. Could — I'm not seuf this is working. Could I
— could I go back another couple of slides, whene talk about option 1 and option
2, and you step through the different — that omeeth On the third point you indicate
noise and dust impacts. You will be aware thatddygartment has identified, in the
air quality assessment, a number of omissions. yBoeaware of what changes, uh,
may arise to that assessment of noise and dusttmpsa a result of this omission?

MR MOORE: Uh, I do actually address that latethiea — in the presentation in
terms of — of — of what that is, but what we’ve kavwe presented was that the, uh,
be — between option 1, option 2 and the origin8 &dse, they — the — the lines of
impacts were essentially the same. There wasmpthno significant difference
between those. But | will — | will come back arateess that, if | could, towards the
end.

MR PEARSON: Thank you.

MR MOORE: So with the, uh — with the biodiversis mentioned, credits will
reduce by 24 per cent compared to the originak the four-stage approach is
proposed for — for offsets associated with distadesfor mining and emplacement
areas, and these are as per the recommended coosditions. For the offsets, we
have in place two land-based offset sites whichlavéulfil the majority of credits
required — this, of course, pending the assessafeatisonable equivalents that
needs — needs to be done. There will be a negarthase some credits that don’t
meet the particular, um, classification — PCT cfasgions, and they will be either
purchased through market or via the biodiversityseovation fund.

On the rehabilitation, the rehabilitation stratégg been updated to include the
principals of the strategic framework objectives anactices and knowledge-based,
and also stakeholder engagement and a review dihtdesoid. We will continue to
actively graze cattle on rehabilitated land. Thathat we're targeting as our final

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-7
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

landform use at this point. There has been sogentenedia reports around
rehabilitation forms, following a resources regaidilitz audit, Rix’'s Creek mine
was issued with an improvement notice, noting thate were areas of high weeding
density, low species diversity, pasture and a diseot in ..... results.

So, to put some context to this, the predominagssaof weeds were on the edge of
the rehabilitation areas. We spent a lot of effordd money in managing weeds. The
weed management is an ongoing task, and certairdgyer conditions without

water, as — as any person on the land knows — angreas are a target for weeds,
and it's a case for prioritising the important a.e®ut, uh, we have a — an ongoing
program of — of managing that, but it's — it's feedl where it needs to be at this
point, given the, uh — the conditions we’re inte moment.

On the species diversity issue, we had a pre-pthaesessment organised by the
New South Wales Department of Primary Industriew I$euth Wales Agriculture,
and that’s part of a — an ACARP project that haanb@ngoing for a number of years
looking at the physical, biological and chemicglexds of the soil profile
development of rehabilitated pastures. And theyesa — the same area that was
inspected by the resources regulator.

They know that there were 27 species in that saeee d think that’s certainly not
what you would call low species diversity. On thenitoring results, we will need
to update our mining operations plan, but what ra&sed on the date of the audit
was that our monitoring sites we were requirecketa photo to the left of the
transect, another photo to the right of the trahsew what we had actually done is
taken a panoramic photo, so, you know, obviouslyai$ a — a disconnect from —
from that regard. I'm sure people make up theinewnds, uh, on this, but |
certainly don’t consider that that's — was reposdailed rehabilitation. We're
proud of our re- rehabilitation, and, again, lookward to showing you that on the
site inspection.

In relation to, uh — to noise and the recommendatiae note that a copy of the
noise management plan can be found on the webFEite .website also provides
contact details for the 24-hour community and Intgshotline. The current
attenuated equipment list has been provided, amddifor additional attenuation
works is being confirmed in the recommended coon#i Cleaning of the
preparation plant has now been completed, andatioe to how the noise will vary
of the life of the project, the — the noise levels, to the south and southeast are
expected to reduce one to two dB over time as@dctivming areas progress to the
north, away from Singleton.

Conversely, an increase to the northwest of a aimilagnitude is, uh — is expected
as mining progresses generally in that directidowever, the active mining areas in
the west pit are located a significant distancenfrah, receivers, so that increase is —
is likely to be minor in that area. And as therapien moves further to the north as |
mentioned previously, uh, the actual, uh, concéptraf equipment also reduces
over time.

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-8
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

These are considered as trends, but the meteacalaginditions, including
enhancement, will override these, and this is whbereoff-site monitoring process
will continue to manage within our limits. So wdlwontinue to, uh — to monitor
noise as the off-site receptive locations durireggeiiening and night times, and as
part of our ongoing management we will continuentke operation and
modifications, including progressive shutdown, ad when needed.

The, uh — the final point on — on this, uh, slidiates to a recent audit by the New
South Wales EPA, where they noted that we havéastand comprehensive noise
management system. In relation to air quality amdto — | guess present how we
view that will vary over time, uh, that's probalaybit, uh — not terribly clear with

the — with the plan, but, uh, essentially, uh, \see) uh — these are the, um, 25-
micron levels presented for the different yearsid Avhile there is not major
variance over time, there’s a slight increase ¢ortbrthwest in the initial years as the
production increases, and then we see a contraafithose levels, uh, with time.
And, uh, further reduction will be anticipated whde north pit and, uh, the western
out-of-pit dump areas are complete, and as proalutdvels continue to reduce in
the latter third of the project.

Meteorological condition — conditions will continteebe monitored to manage and
minimise impacts, and, uh, we will continue to ose proactive and reactive
systems and tarps. We, uh — we utilise a predictiodel system, which forecasts
dust risk. This is reviewed daily to inform moddtions to operations. We have, uh,
protocols on the website linked to the, uh — linkethe Upper Hunter Air Quality
Monitoring Networks as well as details for the E@dvironmental line and a link to
instructions on how to use the environmental line.

As was mentioned before, and certainly been inrtbdia, the Department of
Planning has asked Bloomfield to assess additi@taptors northwest of our
proposed operation, as show on the plan. The tpera this area here, so this —
this is the location that we’ve been asked todahfurther assessments. Uh, we note
that these are further from the mine than othezptrs that were assessed as part of
the air quality monitoring. But Bloomfield — we"aways acknowledged that the
assessment process has to be thoroughly, andghylladdressed — request for
additional information, uh, throughout the process.

The air quality impact assessment has been thedulfj many reviews over — over
the years. We consider it sound, and the moded doerequire any change to
provide the additional information requested. Alnel report here has been with the
Department of Planning and in the public domairceif015.

While it's disappointing that this has been raiaéthis stage, we have nothing to
hide and we will provide the addendum to the —-Rhés Creek South Air Quality
Reports as soon as possible. So, | think in -ekgu- sorry. In response to your —
your previous question, uh, that — we've had a#l #rea here with respect as, uh, in
this location, and it's really just to provide & biore information ..... covers off what
you were after?
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MR PEARSON: It does to a degree, yes. Thank you.

MR MOORE: Yes. Regarding greenhouse gas — gdseannual scope 1 and 2
emissions for the project are quite large, as yiusee up there — 0.009 per cent of
Australia’s annual emissions, and 0.011 per cetustralia’s 2020 commitment
under the Paris Agreement.

Our — our coal is exported to Japan, both metattat@nd thermal coals; Taiwan,
metallurgical at the moment; and South Korea tla¢coals. Japan and South
Korea are both signatories to the Paris Agreemmsshhave reduction targets said.
Taiwan is not a member of the United Nations Fraor&onvention on Climate
Change, as they have been actively denied participby China’s influence.
Nevertheless, Taiwan has developed greenhousedastion targets under its
Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management Act, ancbhamitted these in their
domestic laws.

| think, actually, they’'re probably more, uh — more than what, uh, many of the,
uh, countries within the Paris Agreement have s@ding forward, though, the
metallurgical coal, uh, of which we produce 60 gent from Rix’s Creek South, the
demand for steel manufacturing is still requiresbtiyhout the project life. For
thermal coal, the customers demand will still comé. New power stations are
currently being commissioned in both Japan and &ore

MR PEARSON: Mr Moore, if | could ask — sorry. Ugou've listed, obviously,
the Paris Agreement countries as the destinatiopdor coal, um, presumably
because you feel that’'s important. Um, how — cquld provide any comment on,
um, what your position might be if, um, those coi@stceased to be Paris
Agreement countries?

MR MOORE: Uh, look, | — I — are you asking asesigpnal comment on that or
company policy?

MR PEARSON: No, company — company — what woudbmpany’s position be
if the export destinations for the coal ceasedet®aris Agreement countries?

MR MOORE: Perhaps I would like to take that omenotice. So, in conclusion,
through its operations, activities and actions dkerlast 30 years, Rix’s Creek South
has demonstrated support for the local councilfassies and community and charity
groups. The group and its employees provide saobat@nd ongoing support in
cash and in kind to community initiatives. Thejpob will provide employment for
up to 217 site-based fulltime employees, and ugntestimated 56 fulltime
equivalent external contractors. It also providegployment for the Bloomfield
corporate personnel and internal engineering sesvic

Significant economic benefits are provided to thentér community in the form of
wages and expenditure for supplies and contractarthe current year, the group
expenditure there is just under 290 million, and'&fkCreek allocation — that's 114
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million. Bloomfield Group is an Australian-ownedmpany and contributes to
federal and state governments with royalties aresta The current year group costs
102 million, and Rix’s Creek allocation of that w3 million.

As far as the project, the option 2 project areanly 15 per cent of the current
approved disturbance area. 43 per cent of theruapproved footprint is
rehabilitated with approximately 60 hectares alyesustainable grazed. The project
will provide a logical extension of the existingesption, recovering additional coal
resource and allowing for a systematic sequenpeavide a long-term, stable, final
land use. Thank you.

PROF O’KANE: Just one — sorry, can | — | can fmwheard. Just one question, if
I may. You discussed the differences between p@#iand option 1, and indicated
that the applicant’s preferred option is option2dese of the advantages that you
outlined of that option. Are there, to your mindrd as far as the company is
concerned —is —is — is it your view that there @mny advantages of option 1 over
option 27?

MR MOORE: The, uh — 1 guess the main focus, asimgerstood, for option 1 was
really to avoid having that out-of-pit dump areso there is a — uh, | guess there is
advantage from that point of view. But, uh — Ithihk an — an — probably like the
Commission to have a look at the — the area thaewpeo- that option 1 needs to
cover on the north pit. Uh, and | think when — whieat site inspection is done, that
will tell the story of what — what, uh — what tresat benefit of option 2 is over option
1. Obviously, there is also, uh — less costs asutwith the option 1 as well.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. One further question@fation to the rehabilitation.
Following the resources regulator’s, um, deterniamet the recent determination to
which you referred in your remarks, have systenenlmit in place that have
changed regarding rehabilitation? For examplengba in governance practices and
how — if — if those systems have changed follovilrag — that audit by the systems
regulator, could you explain how they have changed?

MR MOORE: No, there have not been any changesaathis stage. As |
mentioned, the — the weed management is an ongoaegss. The — the other two
aspects that were raised, it was — even thougk thias a consider — or a thought by
the resources regulator that the species divesgis/not — was not good, | think that
has been proven not to be the case from the —dhle tivat was done by New South
Wales Agriculture. They're — they're agronomiskey’re — they’re there to — to
actually make an assessment independent of thercesoregulator report, but
coincidentally it was on the same area. So, yawkrthey — they will be responses
that we’re providing back to the resources regulato

MS MANSTEAD: And one final question, unless tha-+elation to greenhouse
gas emissions and in particular scope 3 emissantsfollowing on from a question
from the Commission, what if any are your viewsabnappropriate way to mitigate
scope 3 emissions from the mine, and in partidaleng into account that the miner
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appli — the — the approval grant — the applicatmrapproval is for a number of
years and there may be changes not only in resp&arious countries’ signatory
status to treaties, but also in respect of countdenhich the mine’s product is
exported, and the compliance by those countrigs tviir treaty obligations or their
other publicly stated policies at this stage, amdthere any proposals in place to
mitigate those risks?

MR MOORE: Again, | think I'd have to take that eron notice, but it's — it's — it's
a fairly difficult question looking forward on — amhat may happen in —in the
future. I'm not aware that the current countrigsttwe export to have indicated any
desire not to be part of the Paris Agreement, ahahk on a recent — recent visit to
Taiwan they certainly were ahead of the game msesf — of their focus on — on
greenhouse gas reduction programmes. Obvioudy Mt gotthemina—ina
domestic law as | mentioned, but the — the compganitne customer we visited was
very focused on that part of their business.

PROF O'’KANE: And we have a question here.

MR PEARSON: One final question, if | may. Inearlier side you indicate the net
present value of option 2.

MR MOORE: Yes.

MR PEARSON: Are you able to provide informationrelation to the net present
value of option 1?

MR MOORE: Yes. There’s a — a response thatlv@lcoming back to — to the
Commission from our previous meeting — that’s ¢elyan there. | recall the
number | think on an NPV basis was around aboutds.8ption 1, but I'll certainly
confirm that in the — in the information that welbme back to the Commission this
week.

MR PEARSON: Thank you.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MR MOORE: Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Our next speaker is Deidre Olofsson.

MS D. OLOFSSON: Do | —-do I start, do I? Okayy name’s Deidre Olofsson. |
live in the little village of Camberwell. | havé Jears of experience in the energy
industry, and here | am today to represent my conityof the land — of the private
landholders. Now, looking at the document Rix’&€lk South Continuation Mining
Project, | refer to the — the statement by theatestent by the department. The
department considers that Bloomfield has approgprapriately implemented or
otherwise addressed the Commission’s recommendation

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-12
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

The consultation with key government agencies heddepartment considers that
all the residue — residual assessments and isavedieen resolved and can
otherwise be conditioned. Then I go to New Soutile4 Health. Now, it states
here:

Advise that it's continued to have concerns aboower the project’s predicted
air quality impacts and Bloomfield’s ability to cpig with national
environment protection measure and goals of paldiconatter. The
Department consideration of the air quality impaistaddressed following a
review of the ..... conditions and New South WHkeslth advised its concerns
had been addressed.

Now, I've looked on the website and | was not dblénd a letter stating this. The
only letter | could find on the website was 25 ='21 December 2018 from
Kathleen Taylor, stating:

In our letter the 29 of June 2018, we detailed particular concerns tiaito

air quality impacts of residents of exceedanceippbih PM10 goals. We note
the air quality mandatory actions PM10 triggersiaos, and overall we — the
concerns we have raised previously regarding impaatair quality from the
proposal continue.

Now, there is no other letter. Now, | go to thenscript between Howard Reed and
the IPCM, which gives the indication that this qu&iom the — in the book in your
thing is not correct, because you refer to Howagdd®s comment really call the
balancing act, look at all values and all impadtsemefits of costs whereas other
agencies are — many other agencies come from sswle ..... that's their
legislation. The very degree advocate the underadiies that underpin their
legislation. Every officer within the agency woulke the same view — some
stronger advocates. So that’s not a really impresgatement.

But then | go to Professor O’Kane’s response. ¥tiare — everything — we’ve been
wondering — wondering and we haven’t settled gmit but this sort of early notice
that we might get you to organise a meeting witlng Health to talk this out
because they always say every time I've been irgbla a case that there’s no safe
letter of particular matter. And yet you know, eve the Hunter — it's not Beijing —
well, Camberwell must be feel like Beijing. We Baso many exceedances it’s
unfair to — that statement | find disgusting.

It's still air quality — it — it is, but it probaplmeans that some sort of standard
condition is needed to — in the notification of theople, the ..... each location’s side
of things. Now, should we actually look at thRlease refer to World Health
Organisation ambient. Ambient outdoor and air dyaind health, dated thé@%of
May 2018. Key facts: air pollution is a major @onmental risk to health. By
reducing air pollution levels, countries can redtieeburden of disease from stroke,
heart disease, lung cancer and both chronic aré aespiratory diseases including
asthma.
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The lower the level of air pollution, the bettee ttardiovascular and respiratory
health our population will be, both long and shertn. The WHO — the WHO air
guality guidelines global update 2005 provide aseasment of health defects of air
pollution and thresholds for health harmful poliutilevels. In 2016, 91 percent of
the world population was living in places where WHIDquality guidelines levels
were not met.

Now, | refer to “Health effects”, which actually:

There is a close, quantitative relationship betwerposure to high
concentrations of small particulate —

matter:

...(PMio and PM ;) and increased mortality or morbidity, both da@lgd over
time...small particulate pollution have health imgaeven at ... low
concentrations — indeed no threshold has beeniftsshbelow which no
damage to health is observed. Therefore, the WHIB g@ideline ... aimed to
achieve the lowest concentrations of PM possible.

Now, | — that's where Health, | presume, got thefiormation from. Are you stating
that WHO is incorrect? WHO guidelines — they dedisg annual average is 20 for
PMioson the guideline. And the definition for particidanatter is:

...a common proxy indicator for air pollution.

So the comment in there, in the ..... needs t@bked at again. There’s no way |
believe that Health has changed their positiontaack’s no documentation to prove
it otherwise. And the other part is when Howar@éd&eends an email one day before
registration stating that it needs to have an aality assessment updated, actually
impacts the community of — to make a submissiond A should have been

available today and this meet should not — woultelgone ahead. Now, go to a
letter from New South Wales Health also relatet@wen continuation project
from Dr David Durrheim. He said:

...although the proponent predicts that excessdgebhcentration will be less
than two and that the proposed modification wowdtlbe ..... contribute to the
annual average PMconcentrations at location, the proposed modifmati
does increase the public health risk to residemthe area, particularly the
remaining Camberwell residents —

so:
...the proponent notes that the modelling ..... amuahaverage of PM
concentrations are predicted to exceed 25 —
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and that is on another mine proposal still hasedrbfinished — assessment. So
Camberwell is under extreme concern. Then you &idke ..... air quality statement
in 2018 from The Argus:

Last year Camberwell had the dubious honour of rdiog the highest number
of days over —

PMyoparticulate matter pollution — for 44 days. Noielgot to say, Camberwell is
impacted by cumulative impacts. And it should beially noted that we should not
be treated in this manner. Now, | go to the Jacepert from Glendell Mod 4 which
you look on page 14, which is to do with — it statere:

...the Upper Hunter Air Quality Monitoring Network 2012 — 27 ... 2013 — 28

this was all related to P)annual average:
...2014 - 25 ... 2015 - 22 ... 2016 — 25 ... 2025 - 25.

But when | looked at the AGL report with Bayswaiegaid 27, so I'm not quite sure
there:

...2018 - 31.

Now, that exceeds World Health Organisation gurdsiand yet you think it's a
joke that Camberwell has to be covered in that ndusgt. The air pollution is in
exceedance and these people need to be addr&§sadeed a proper cumulative
impact study, not the one from 2010 which is nowka but something that actually
addresses the cumulative impacts of air qualityras not improved at all in the last
seven — six years. So you're telling me addingfaromine, more dust, is going to
make an improvement — that’s ridiculous. On theeptnatter, actually in the
document it says that Camberwell has acquisitightsi under Rix’s Creek North so
please provide the — where that's stated. Camblersgidents in the village only
had mitigation rights - - -

MS MANSTED: Ms Olofsson, | don’t wish to interrupou, but | would just say
that this is — the determination has not yet beadan

MS OLOFSSON: No.
MS MANSTED: Please - - -
MS OLOFSSON: But it does - - -

MS MANSTED: | understand — | understand that feel strongly about this issue
but can | ask that you address your comments tagpécation - - -
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MS OLOFSSON: Yes,itis - - -

MS MANSTED: - - - rather than — rather than te hommissioners - - -
MS OLOFSSON: Yes.

MS MANSTED: - - - in the form of rhetorical quésts.

MS OLOFSSON: Yes — no — but it say in there amberwell has acquisition
rights under the North project. It's in the book.

MS MANSTED: That's — I'm quite happy for you toake - - -
MS OLOFSSON: Yes. And that - - -

MS MANSTED: - - - the submission that you wishnake - - -
MS OLOFSSON: Yes.

MS MANSTED: - - - and you should do so. But thedelines for this public
meeting - - -

MS OLOFSSON: Yes.
MS MANSTED: - - -just ask that - - -
MS OLOFSSON: Yes. Okay. | understand.

MS MANSTED: - - - you not address the — you nibdr@ss the comments to any
particular personina- - -

MS OLOFSSON: I'm not.
MS MANSTED: - - -in a derogatory manner.

MS OLOFSSON: No. And I could not find — therens reference to — or anything
in the Integra thing ..... consent conditions thamberwell residents have
acquisition rights at all. So | cannot find thad, | don’t know what the Department
was saying. In relation to biodiversity creditdow, in the biodiversity credits, it
states that the company would need to purchasecfedits for bulk oak, narrow-
leaved ironbark 4276 credits — this is ..... andy@y box grassy woodlands 28
credits and spotted gum 120 credits. Now, in goemnt — because | didn’t
understand what a credit was. It was very difficdo — I've just got to find my
document. At the last CCC meeting at — commurotysaltative meeting, we — |
asked the company — because recently we can remamthe Land and
Environment Court, they had to purchase 2716 @edit
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Now, the — my question was Bloomfield ..... to tnedits required under consent
orders — advised she had not heard anything abloait was happened. And the
company confirmed they require the credits werelpased through the Biodiversity
Conservation Trust — or fund. Bloomfield had pastd some properties .....
described process with the office of the — proea#is the Department. So | wrote to
the BCT Trust, which — trying to find my letterml so disorganised. And it was
very upsetting where — sorry — | can’t find thedet- here it is. To understand how
the Trust works. So the question | asked:

...in relation to credit purchased by the developeris set ..... where the
credits must be in relation to the development?

So | understood where they came from:

...In relation to the credits, is there a credit -there a criteria that the certain
land and flora and fauna must be acquired as péathe credit purchase —

and that meets the land that ..... on in the devednt:

...in relation to credit purchased by a developethere a set timeframe that
the BCT must acquire the land ... in the case that BQinable to acquire the
land, is the biodiversity credits purchased bydegeloper refunded?

The response from the dev — from the comp — fraerB&T is that they had received
the payments from the Biodiversity Trust for whatsyjust said in the minutes.
Now, the interesting part was:

...the legislation does not set a timeframe whicketdfmust be secured,
however, the BCT will make every effort to delnksets in a timely fashion ...
there are no provisions under legislation to refuhd development payments
and we will report our progress through annual refse-

Now, we're talking about a lot of biodiversity citedin this proposal. | —today, |
don’t know whether they’re going to be — it's a cem that they might never be able
to purchase them, where they’re going to purchiase tand there’s a lot of other
questions | didn’t quite get is how they’re goilngmake the compliance. Is there
enough land available in the Hunter to meet aWwbét is required in their proposal
on..... if they can’t and there’s no legislati@yuirement to meet — to secure with
any time, we could be waiting in the Hunter, mayli®, 15, 20 years. So, to me, this
is unfair. We might not ever get these biodiversiedits addressed, and that letter
was sent from Maria on thé'df July. So she responded very quickly and it was
very understanding.

MS MANSTED: And can | ask that if you haven’teddy provided a copy of that
letter to the secretariat, that you - - -

MS OLOFSSON: Yeah.
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MS MANSTED: - - - do so if you wish.

MS OLOFSSON: Okay. But it does state, you knthay tried to do everything
they can, but the issue is they might not ever rieetequirements. The other issue
is related to rehabilitation, and I think we’'veesdy discussed — we've heard from
Bloomfield about their regulatory problems with qaiance — compliance blitz,
which is a concern, because in the report it saysmuch they talk about
rehabilitation. But it says:

The coal mines were issues S240 notices —
and that was Ravensworth, Rix’s Creek. Relatdglixts Creek North, it states:

...was issued to update the current mining opergtian and to direct —
address risks to satisfactory rehabilitation proggadentified during the
review and the rehabilitation monitoring againsngoletion criteria.

And then the north is also run. That used to eddmer Integra:

The inspection identified areas of high weed dgnsitexplained areas of low
species diversity —

this is what we’re talking about, offsets —
and pastoral rehabilitation.
Relating to Rix’s Creek South, it states on pagjeat was on page 10. On page 11:

An inspection identified areas of high weed densitgxplained areas of low
species diversity, and with pastoral rehabilitatioA disconnect between
monitoring records and rehabilitation area agaimsimpletion criteria and
rehabilitation maintenance and activities, and dio®was issued. Current
mining operation plan to address the risks.

I mean, the only thing I didn’t know or | couldrind is how long this has been
going on for. Now, this is extremely important.e\é talking about rehabilitation

of land in this proposal — whether it's 1 or 2 attthey’re going to meet it. And
they’re talking about — the other part of the relitabion is what classification of

land it's going to be, 4 or 5. When | actually ked in documents to find what a
classification is, with a final void in a land foyincouldn’t find it. The only thing |
could find was in an old document in 1995, Cambé#r@eal, stating that the
classification with a quarry was classified 6, whiaidn’t understand what that was.

Then | went to the Valuer General and asked himh&Mvould be the value of land
with a final void?” and he couldn’t give me an aeswSo | had no — so my concern,
as a landholder adjoining to any property withrelfivoid, would that depreciate my
land. Now, that | — today I still haven't got v& spoken to an employee from the
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Valuer General’s office and he could not make amemt. He just said we’'d have
to wait till something that's appropriate comesikal@de. But that's not going to help
when we’re talking about the final void. Then Iwand looked into some from
legislation to find where it states, “There mustbinal void in the landform.” To —
to my best of ability, | could not find anythingVhether it's there, it may be hidden.

I’'m not sure. But there is nothing that states thare’s — has to be a final void. The
only thing | could find that was close, there slublok no — you know, area that you
could be polluting or anything else. So my condsyiif that's going to be the case,
the final void is going to be a polluting areashibuld not be part of any form of
landform, no matter what the water quality is.

MS MANSTED: Thank you, Ms Olofsson.

MS OLOFSSON: No worries. |didn’t finish, but&n go back. Because | was
going to discuss plan D, which was not — we’reitajkabout two options, but there
was a plan D, which was in my 10, where the emm@syeould still have the option
of employment on the other side, which has alrdsbn approved, just needs the
mining operation plan put back in.

MS MANSTED: Thank you, Ms Olofsson. We do havera list of speakers
today and everyone needs to get a turn. So couifithere are other matters that
you wish to raise, please put them in writing and -

MS OLOFSSON: Okay.

MS MANSTED: And submit them in accordance witke tteadline on the website.
Thank you.

MS OLOFSSON: No worries. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker, in a variation frtme order of speakers in the
schedule, will be Olivia Knight, who will speak fove minutes.

MS O. KNIGHT: Dear Commissioners, Council and rbens of our community.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak in suppdithe Rix’s Creek Continuation of
Mining Project. | am a senior high school studar$t Mary’s Campus, All Saints’
College, Maitland. | currently study environmergaience, engineering studies and
extension math, and | am si — sitting my HSC tleiary | would like to talk to you
today about the benefits of coal mining for my fgmivhich has been involved in
coal mining for five generations in the Hunter megi The wealth created by mining
has allowed the Hunter to develop into a prospeanea. Population is increasing
and people are moving to the Hunter to gain emp&ym

The Hunter is a growing area with sustainable egmpént, but only with the
continuation of mining in the region. My great-gdfather was Coogan Frame, a
third-generation miner who started mining at the afj15. My great-grandpop was
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a tireless fundraiser for his community, Retirech®bvorkers Association president,
recipient of the Medal of the Order of AustraliaZ@05, and granted Freeman of the
City of Cessnock. From the benefits of coal minimy great-grandfather raised and
supported his family, which allows me to be hecaio

My dad is a coalminer who started work at a local company when he was 19.
He started with three months work experience, wiheim continued and allowed
him to help pay his way through uni, where he caatga a Bachelor of Science
majoring in geology. His job with this company eddup lasting 19 years. He now
also holds a master’s in environmental managenasniiell as other mining and
technical qualifications. He now works for the &tofield Group. Next year, | too
will be going to uni, hoping to do either civil,\@ronmental, or mining engineering,
and | hope that my dad has continued employmehesman pay for my uni fees too.

Coalmining has provided for my family. It has pided for my family to have a nice
home, a high standard of living, and be able togoverseas holidays. Coalmining
has also provided for my two sisters and | to glmtal private schools, study
excursions to Japan, and receive a higher stamdaducation. Coalmining has
allowed our larger extended family to stay togetheghe Hunter Valley. Without
coalmining in this area my parents would have loathdve away from their family
to find work in their specialised fields.

My uncle Eric works at a local coalmine and suppany aunty and two cousins.
My dad has six cousins, which five of them or thggrtners are all directly
employed by local mining companies, each of theising a family with children.
We are so lucky to have all our family based lgcallvVe now have six generations
in the Hunter Valley who have benefitted directigrh coalmining, and hopefully |
can be the sixth generation involved in coalmirimthe Hunter Valley. My dad is
always telling me stories about how they showedsddad of schoolkids the rehab
areas and the frog ponds at Rix’s Creek Mine, awd they show the students drill
core from exploration, and tell them all about expt exploration, the benefits of
mining, and the careers that are available in coahg.

My year 12 earth and environmental science clashortly be visiting Rix’s

Creek Mine as a part of our HSC studies, where Wdearn about the rehabilitation
of land after mining, and the cattle grazing whieloccurring at Rix’s Creek Mine.
Rix’s Creek are actively involved in supportingabschool visits, either through the
Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue, or through direct@sation and contact with local
schools. In my view, as a student who has seebéhefits from coal mining, we
need to continue to mine coal for the economic fieoleour community. Without
coal, the Hunter Valley stops. Renewables will ecreate enough jobs for the long
term.

Activists talk about inter-generational equity. &sixth-generation Hunter Valley
resident, where is my intergrational — inter-getieral opportunity to follow in my
family’s footsteps of coalmining? Where is my ogpaity to benefit from the

wealth of mining, go to uni, raise a family, owh@me and have the ability to put
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my kids through schooling and university? My fanhiave been involved in
coalmining in the Hunter Valley for five generatsonl hope that | can be the sixth.
Please approve the Rix’s Creek Continuation of NarfProject. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker willBeverley Smiles from the
Hunter Communities Network and she will speak fom@nutes. Is Ms Smiles in
the room? Then we’ll move then to the next-listpdaker, who is Mary McGill,
who will speak for 10 minutes.

MS M. McGILL: Thank you very much. And I'm — I'l@EO of the PHC Group.
I've been asked to speak in support of Rix’s Cregkansion by our company, which
is owned by Carol Campbell, and at the moment skergill. So as CEO, I'm now
taking over all responsibility. We currently emyplb65 employees and have been in
the industry for over 34 years. We work on Rixi®€k six days a week and also
work Newcastle, a Hunter Valley coal industry —éaample, Port Waratah Coal
Services, NCIG, Glencore, Centennial, includingangdound, Peabody, and these
are only some examples — there’s others, includiagufactural, metal, water,
etcetera. So we’re across a number of industeeause of being a 24/7 business.

Employees and — employees — sorry, Centennial Rirgek also employ employees,
many of them, and they also, like ourselves, wdaldooking for a future of job
stability. People of Newcastle and the Hunter &atlid — did shift here to work in
the coal industry. They also — you see, their smmsdaughters, as you've just heard
from the previous speaker, that also want to grpwvanting a life working in the

coal industry. We at PHC Group over the years thasteemployees to the coal
industry. You do not hear of too many people béorged from Centrelink office

and — and from the dole programs to work in mines.

The PHC Group also support a safe and healthy Max&pas to Rix’s Creek. We
employ a fulltime safety officer who attends atesithat our employees work at.
We there have — we — this month alone, we haveuad 32 site visit inspections,
checking that they're wearing correct protectivetiting, working in a safe area and
ensuring also that the employees that they're vagrkvith are also safe.

| know people are concerned about our employeeahe the industry, but in the
coal industry we’ve put all our employees, as tha& sndustry do, through medical
section 43, which they are thorough — which thep &lave a lung test and a
respiratory test when required to also wear — weasks on particular job. In—in
the — which — sorry. Which are very thorough; emaployees in our 34 years of our
company have ever had any issues relating torttisstry. | urge people who are
frightened of expansion to work with Rix’s Creeldgab creation. This is what we
need. This is not new. We’ve worked togetherykars, through State Dockyards,
BHP, mineral sands, power stations, mining, faltiocain the manufacturing
industry, etcetera, and we’ve worked together roome these issues.

PWC — which is Port Waratah Coal Services, sooythie Commissioners that may
not understand the initials — they were going tgtobuilding the T4 terminal
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recently. All environment issues were worked tiglmuand the government accepted
that this was carried out in a correct and everoigh way, even though the T4 did
not proceed at this stage. | would also like tptbat in relation to the support also —
or additional business that benefit from Rix’s Gread the coal industry, we as
contractors buy food, fuel, accommodation when axseHong shifts in both the
Singleton and Muswellbrook areas, and also couwgtgblishments along the way in
relation to some of the other services. | know thi— | know this for a fact from
receipts, and when we clean our work vehicles, whey come of an afternoon

from the — some of the materials that'’s left in Wedicles.

I would like to also have the point of being sugp@r of the expansion. We do not
want to see unemployment numbers growing, additipreolems and social
problems from coal miners downsizing or closindesing up. Employees losing
their houses when cannot pay their mortgages, iesrfilling apart through
financial stress. We also have no alternativettbtally support Rix’s Creek
expansion, and the future coal expansions wheneakied the region.

We also are not alone. Just — we are no diffdaee@ueensland, and if we rely on
the coal industry and employment, the last elecdigpporting the coal — the expand
— for job opportunities even in their areas. | Wddike to now finish on — be proud
of our region and the opportunities in the coalstdy and at Rix’s Creek, and also
for the contractors and also for the businessdddkd from the industry. Thank you
for allowing me to speak.

PROF O'’KANE: Thank you. The next speaker is DbB/ickers from Doctors for
the Environment. He will speak for 20 minutes.

DR B. VICKERS: Good morning to the IPC and menshadrthe public here today.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak about thedRCreek MOD 10. | would first
like the acknowledge the traditional owners of thisd and water that we speak on
today, the Wonnarua people. | would like to paynmegpects to the elders past and
present. | also speak today representing Doctorthé Environment Australia, as
well as being directly affected.

PROF O'’KANE: Excuse me, Dr Vickers.

DR VICKERS: Yes?

PROF O’KANE: Are you speaking to MOD 10 or to 620

DR VICKERS: Sorry.

PROF O’KANE: But it's 6300, presumably?

DR VICKERS: Yes, yes, yes. Sorry, that's notated. Yes, yes, yes. Yes

PROF O'KANE: Yes. No, that's fine. Just clarfy.
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DR VICKERS: Now, Doctors for the Environment Aigdia is a national non-profit
organisation of Australian doctors and medical shisl. A lot of the doctors who
have previously commented on these projects likB&r Ewald, Dr John Van Der
Kallen, and many of the doctors from New South Wadealth who make comments
on these projects are members for Doctors for ther&ment as well. Now, it
appears that some of what | said at the last pofdieting — I'm not sure if it was
misheard. It's unfortunate there was no referéa@ny of that information in the
determination about the last Rix’s Creek extensiomining, despite the fact that
there were references to other comments made puthie meeting. So | do hope
this information is taken into consideration.

The International Panel on Climate Change hasdyraacepted, um, that we're
likely to have a rise in global temperature frora fgre-industrial age of 1.5 Celsius.
They know that we've already lost that battle. sTpiojected rise in global
temperatures is already going to lead to an inectasmber of temperature-related
deaths compared to 1990 levels. We know thigliffate change continues to
worsen without dramatic action to reduce globaboardioxide emission, we will
see a significant increase in the number of tenipexaelated deaths. This is
undisputed.

Europe, in the last week, has just seen heat -whgatrecords smashed by four
degrees in some locations. This is unpresentesit ecords are usually made by
less than half a degree, not four. This is thee-témperature data from Europe on
the left in the last week on their records, and'sithe NASA monitoring of average
global temperatures, um, since the 1800s. As wousee, we're clearly not winning.

Nothing has changed since | last spoke with regartlse climate emergency that
we’re seeing and its effect on the Australian laage. Most of rural and regional
New South Wales is still suffering through immendseught conditions. | notice
that the Bloomfield Group are blaming the drougiriditions on difficulties
controlling weeds, and it's frustrating that theyl fo see the irony of continuing
greenhouse gas emissions and the problems thegviedhwith drought.

Large population centres in central New South Watesat level 6 water restrictions.
They're having to truck in water just to have ascessafe drinking water that isn’t
boiled bore water. Heatwaves, as a health risklisiriminate. They target the
youngest and the oldest of us, and it targets thvtbechronic health conditions.

And as per the Bureau of Meteorology, it has béersecond warmest January to
June on record for Australia, and rainfall is ddetow to very much below average
over most of the country.

To achieve a reduction in emissions that wouldtliime temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius or less, we're currently on taigedix. Use of coal would be
reduced to zero per cent for global electricity2p0. Emissions — they do come
from many sources, but reducing emissions fromggngeneration — IE thermal coal
— is the easiest first step to take. Bloomfieldsider that the project is not
inconsistent with climate change policies of Aulsiraor New South Wales
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governments. That's because there are none. Weehtaderal energy minister who
does dodgy accounting with per capita emissionciwbly the way Australia is still
nowhere on target for, to weaken effective efforts.

We have a Federal Government who wants to use-oaatycredits from Kyoto to
meet our Paris targets, the equivalent of whidlkéssaying, “I didn’t smoke in my
twenties, so it's okay if | take it up at age 401"should be able to stop my
presentation here. This information should be ghdo halt progression of this
project, but I'll keep going. Here’s some datgust how dangerous this project is
in regards to its contribution to the climate csisee’re currently experiencing. |
note that Bloomfield failed to include scope 3 esimas in their presentation — that
would be deliberate, because it dramatically charigeir numbers.

Giving a percentage of total Australian emissiasrelevant. The Alan Jones trick
of giving a percentage of carbon dioxide in thesirrelevant. | can give you an
antibiotic that’s less than .01 percent of youmdlstream concentration but it would
potentially save your life. | could equally givewya dose of a narcotic that is a
significantly small percentage of your bloodstreamd it would be a lethal dose. It's
dodgy accounting.

Using scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions, we can seeubetiect. The proposed project
would emit 72,000,000 tonnes of CO2 equivalentgneese gases. This is the same
as 600,000 extra cars driven for a year. Or wenmnse the Federal Energy
Minister's method; the average Australian emisgiencapita is currently 18 tonnes
per year. To reach our targets based on the IB&C@mmmendations, worldwide
emissions per person — so per capita — need tooppedd down to three tonnes per
year per person.

We need to assume that Australia as a developezhnaeds to be below this, as
developing nations don’t have the value of existifgastructure and emissions
reductions. So this project would give each okthemployees a per capita
emissions rate of 11,000 tonnes per year; noédhiee. It is staggering and
bordering on ignorant that the Department of Plagm their assessment considers
this level of emissions as being acceptable.

I'd like to spend a few minutes dispelling some hsytvhich have come out from
documentation between the Department and the PGfessor Kane, | quote you as
saying that the Hunter — even in the Hunter its B@ijing. You're true — you're
correct; Beijing has had a steady decrease jpodiution since 1998, as they
recognised it was a serious health issue. Thagydéemented coal-fired pollution
control measures, and they have days where yootrallowed to drive.

The Hunter on the other hand, has had a steadgaserin our air pollution for the
last three years, and despite the advice fromlnealperts that it is harming our
community, we continue to increase the number ofcas that contribute to the
cumulative effects. It doesn’'t matter how manyglegou ask from New South
Wales Health, you will continue to get the samenaans

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-24
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

I'd like to quote another quote from the transchiptween the Department and the
IPC:

| know that in the Hunter Valley, a significant pastion of the particulate
matter in the air derives from sea salt.

This is from Howard Reed’s comment. That is falkedoesn’t really show up — |
don’t know if you can read those percentages toerihat table — the evidence
actually shows that 50 percent of Singleton’s 2€ory — PM2.5 particulates come
from fossil fuel sources, one fifth comes from tdeenbination of wood, smoke and
bush fires, and under one-tenth comes from frealsak, so that statement is
incorrect.

The statement from the Department of Planning &eading. The advice from the
Department on air pollution should not be takeo cansideration if these are the
comments that they’re making. This is the mosteomng quote for me, though,
from the transcript on social and economic impacts:

If there was that unexpected interference or imjpacthe market on business
as usual, then I'm not quite sure that we havagger to pull at that time to
bring forward these closure planning requirements.

Despite not actually elaborating on those requirgsa the transcript, | gather that
would include the rehabilitation costs and the vgagfecurrent employees. Now, the
Department talks about unexpected market changeender if they mean these:
Bloomfield talks about having long-term contraciiwbuyers of its thermal coal,
but what happens when Bloomfield attempts to naget new thermal coal contract
in five years time when, as you can see in thddfipevery dataset is telling us that
the time, the cost of new solar will be below thieg of new coal. If you're a

private sector energy provider and you're williognhake a good investment for a
return on profit, why would you bother buying thedngsoal from overseas when it's
cheaper for you to build solar in your own country?

Japan, one of Bloomfield’s buyers, has made bote@unent and private sector
moves away from thermal coal. | note that Blooidfia their — in their presentation
spoke about Japan building new power stationst'sthatually not correct. This is
from the global energy outlook from the IEEFA, theymade note that in March
2019 that the Japan’s Environment Ministry annodrtbat they would not sanction
any more coal fired power stations or upgradexistiag ones, and most of the
private sector in Japan are actually moving towaedswable.

BHP in the last week, their CEO has come out satjiagto ignore scope 3
emissions would be dangerous. Suncorp has jusiugiced divestment from
thermal coal. Glencore has capped their thermal m@duction. The market is
moving away. Will Bloomfield in five years’ tim&hen they can’t get an
appropriate price for their thermal coal, pull angtlike Peabody Energy did in the
U.S.; claim bankruptcy and pass on the cost adlv@itation to the taxpayers? Or
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will they put another common trick, the mine intafetaker” mode and hope for an
inevitable bounce in thermal coal that will neveertuate.

The minimum net profit value of this mine coversghly one tenth of the calculated
health costs that the air pollution costs the Huniéhese were calculated by Tim
Whelan and this information was provided to the B@e Dartbrook meeting, but
I’'m happy to email that through as well. It actya&losts Singleton $47,000,000 in
health costs as a direct result of air pollution.

What contribution to air pollution do you think tithis mine creates, given it has the
closest proximity to the monitoring station thahsistently performs the worst? As
a GP, personally | see multiple local patients wideases that are known to be
exacerbated by poor air quality, including uppeway diseases like otitis media,
sinusitis, lower airway diseases like asthma anghgisema. These patient
populations suffer exacerbations in clusters, whichin attribute to spikes in air
pollution.

There have been recently fines for breaches aftaility standards for local mines.
Frustratingly, the numerical value of the finesgsah comparison with the profits
made from these projects. It took the EPA threses/éo financially punish
Whitehaven for a dangerous blast plume, and tleeviias 0.001 percent of annual
revenue. It's not a significant financial detetremfurther breaches of conditions.

Air pollution has been associated with multiple gienous to human health. Most
people are now aware that poor air quality contabio upper airways diseases,
lower airway diseases and heart disease. PM1@®®M&I5 particulates enter the
lungs and the bloodstream respectively, and casecheart disease, lung cancer,
asthma and accurate lower respiratory tract irdaestias well as lung cancer in non-
smokers.

When combustion of coal is added to the considaratwe also need to look at
increased levels of sulphur and nitrogen-dioxide teir specific effects. These
chemicals are known to cause airway irritation rstess of breath, headache,
asthma exacerbation, and in very high-level exposunitrogen-dioxide, for
example after a blast plume exposure, dangeroessle¥ lung inflammation can be
fatal. That's Rose Point Park — that’s in towrhatts how close the coalmine is to
Rose Point Park.

Now, as a GP obstetrician living in a town withauteonatal intensive care unit, this
study here is terrifying. Infants born to womempesed to high levels of air

pollution in the week before delivery are more ki be admitted to a neonatal
intensive care unit. Our nearest one is one haalya Have you ever tried to bag
ventilate a newborn baby for an hour? It's quitéallt.

There’s no lack of data showing that birth weighd air pollution are directly
linked. Beijing funnily enough was a great natwtaidy during the Olympics. The
city went to great lengths to dramatically redugguistrial pollution during that time,
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and what they saw was a statistically significactease in average birth weight over
the subsequent months.

A recent study by Ben Auld, a GP and public heakpert from the University of
Newcastle, showed that combustion of coal in NewtlS®Vales could lead to 233
low birth weight babies annually. These photosagzanying these slides have all
been taken in the last two weeks from the Singletea, by the way. This was
Saturday morning looking south from Maison DiethisTlis towards the mine pits
southwest of Singleton, so this is not towards ®Rteek, but as you can see — it
doesn't really show up well in that light, but théswhat everyone talks about with
the brown haze that we get of an early morningimglgton, and the course particle
pollution that — that settles.

This is Saturday morning. This is at Maison Dieoking north directly towards
Rix’s Creek. Now, apparently we heard at the haseting from the employee, with
no data to back up his claim, that operations keeeal or shut down when
conditions are bad. Camberwell has had 37 aintyuserts already this year. Last
year was a recording breaking year with 44, andevie July at 37 already. Have
Rix’s Creek shut down their operations during thaleet periods? | have no
confirmation of this. These 37 alerts also dondiude the alerts that we have for
Singleton, Maison Dieu and Singleton Northwest rtarimg stations.

There has been a steady increase in the numbeormataring stations recording
particle levels above the recommended annual ager@gntinuing this project in a
local area and expanding further towards MaisomuDoethe south, with its close
proximity, poses a health risk to the area duééocumulative effects of increasing
air pollution.

Concerningly, the Department of Planning has ewadthat Bloomfield clearly
can't take responsible steps to limit air pollutiofhey can’'t even adequately assess
the impact that they can have. They've already lmaeight out mining outside the
consent conditions. Both Rix’s Creek north andlisqits were recently pinged on
inadequate rehabilitation activities.

So what we’re assessing is whether a company #méit @ccurately assess its impact
on air quality, doesn't really follow the rules,caas we’ve heard today, doesn't feel
the need to update their air quality impact asseasmwe’re trying to assess
whether they're able to safely mine a product thdalling in value at the expense of
the health of the community. Singleton does netdmaore mining jobs. What we
needisa..... transition from current mining jait® long-term careers before
external pressures force us into an external cribigs isn’t a decision we can make
for ourselves.

When a local population with vulnerable memberthefcommunity are given no
warning as to when a possible blast plume mightyaarer the urban centre, the risk
is severe airway illness in high numbers. Whatpses can Bloomfield give that it
isn’t going to send a potentially lethal dose dpbur or nitrogen dioxide over my

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-27
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

house while my daughter is playing outside in nopfryard? My house falls within
the photos of the new extension. There’s not nthaydo, but mine does.

Are these promises they make going to be the saomige when they breached

they original consent conditions? The same prosiisey made to adequately assess
the impact on air pollution and address concer@s? local health systems are not
designed to cope with a health crisis like we sa#he thunderstorm asthma event
recently in Sydney and Melbourne. If a blast plum@es to carry even further over
Singleton or Muswellbrook with little warning, 1 %@ no doubt that there would be
critically ill patients who may not be able to ass@equired treatment, and we could
see lethal results.

Thermal coal combustion needs to dramatically redacdhave any hope of avoiding
climate heating that is unsustainable for mostdifethis planet. This project spits in
the face of global efforts to address this. Theallution is getting worse in
Singleton. We know what is contributing to it, ahé Department of Planning are
sticking their heads in the sand and trying to weteeir way to a New South Wales
Health statement that isn’t “air pollution is caagsharm”.

The most effective way to reduce our air pollutisto reduce open cut coal mining
and processing in close proximity to town. Therexuics of this project don’t stand
up in a world that is hastening its divestment friw@rmal coal. Decline this
extension, make Rix’s Creek finish the rehabilgatof the existing pit, give the
current employees a chance to find new long-tenmeera before they join
Australia’s rising unemployment rate. As a do@nod nearby resident, it is both my
professional and personal opinion that this pragaculd be rejected on health
grounds, on climate and greenhouse gas emissiod®raeconomic grounds.
Thank you.

PROF O'’KANE: |- Dr Vickers, | have a question.

DR VICKERS: Yes.

PROF O'’KANE: From your own experience — paedi#n, correct?

DR VICKERS: GP.

PROF O'KANE: GP. But with a particular emphasispaediatrics, is that right?

DR VICKERS: I'm arural generalist. | have sytesialised fields in obstetrics,
gynaecology, emergency medicine and anaesthetics.

PROF O'’KANE: Rural, okay. All right. | was —ahk you. | was particularly
interest to know, with increased pollution that yalked about, what are you
particularly seeing as health effects in the pagpama particularly with the very

young and the very old, and the workers that weferred to? So what are you seen
over time? What developments?

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-28
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

DR VICKERS: Um, what I can find is that when jeatis present with asthma
exacerbations that are severe enough to requipgthlisation, what we would
generally do is we would swab — what's called a® Rdiab — so we would look for
common viral cause. We will generally culture tregutum, and we would try and
find an infectious cause. If we don't, the diageas an environmental exacerbation
of asthma.

| have patients who live in Muswellbrook and thadgkton area who have had
intensive care admission to hospital with environtakexacerbations of asthma. |
have a patient from Muswellbrook who had this hapjoeher. In the two days
leading up to her admission, the levels of PM2& RNM10 monitored at her closest
monitoring station in Muswellbrook were exceediafedevels. So in the —the
Upper Hunter air quality monitoring chart, where geefrom green, yellow, orange,
red, the two days prior most of the time was spettte red.

The problem with this statement that we’ve nevambable to show — that was made
by one of the previous speakers — that we’'ve negen able to show that the
negative health effects of mining on our employedsis is the problem with that
statement. Most of the diseases are chronic gkwand they have other
contributing factors. It's very easy to step baokl say that person had a stroke
because they smoke cigarettes, they drank alctitegt,didn’t exercise enough; it
definitely wasn't the 40 years they spent workingn open cut pit. It's cumulative
impacts. We have larger-scale data from arounavtirld that confirms the negative
health effects.

Reducing it down to case studies in Singleton i&ngoing to provide enough
weight in terms of hard data, but there are abshwase studies where | am
confident that air pollution in higher alert leveland levels that are known to be
hazardous — from around the world, if they werehezy those levels in Beijing, the
government would make official reports saying yeeato be wearing your PM2.5
masks, and you’re not — need to stop burning polutand you need to stop driving.

So other governments make recommendations bastn devels we see in
Camberwell about changing activity. And the whodént of the Upper Hunter Air
Quality Monitoring Network is the alerts are sempeople who need to know about
it, because we know there’s a risk. So to ignbeealerts when they’re set up to alert
people when there’s a problem, it's problematic.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.
DR VICKERS: You're welcome.
PROF O'’KANE: Thank you. Has — | just will chettlat the speaker who wasn’t

here before isn’'t here now, and — is Ms Beverleyi&nin the room? The next
speaker, then, is Rod Green, who will speak fomiftutes.
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MR R. GREEN: Thank you to the Commission foritgftme speak here today. |
just want to start by saying I'm a 37 year coal enim the local Hunter Valley area.
I've lived in Singleton, Camberwell and close proky to Rix’s Creek, at Glennies
Creek Road. I'm here today to support the Rix’séBrcontinuous, and my
experience with Rix’s Creek — I'm employed with Rireek. Have been for the
last — sorry, the Bloomfield Group for the lasttdigears, and give years at Rix’s
Creek as a production supervisor. My experienees vas managing our
environment, and sort of like my main task were maise, our dust, our
rehabilitation and our lighting.

With our noise, we have a very good model out th&e have a predictive model
that we work to which allows us to predict weatpatterns, wind changes and
variation of inversions out there. We closely ntonthat and we work strictly to it.
One of the other things — we have a — a monitosysiem out there. It's a real time
monitoring system. We have people out in the comitywvith, um, sophisticated
noise equipment, given data feedback to, uh, mgselfother supervisors on regular
basis, which allows us to make decisions on whetleemodify our operation,
whether we change our operation, or whether we @tioperation fulltime.

If we’re getting close to our noise limits theregllywe modify, and if that doesn’t
sort of bring our noise down we — we shut our —siweuld our operation down in
that area. We don’t start back up until our —ithersion either moves over or we
get a change in the wind which allows us to stamhoring again, and if allowable
we start kicking back up. With the dust we hawee-have ongoing training to all

our team members out there. We have our mobilerveatrts that keep our dust
under control. We, ah — and we train these peogieem. We have, um, toolbox
talks. Ah, we monitor our, uh — our weather —weather stations to see how many,
uh, water carts we need to run on the day. Anthawe the ability to upsize water
carts to downsize as required.

We also look at our Upper Hunter Dust Monitoringdébthere to make sure that,
uh, Rix’s Creek isn’t adding to the, uh — the dotseem, and monitoring the
upstream ..... as well. There is, um — we hawaa fih, modifications to our water
carts. We have high-powered cannons set up, abndrthe water cart, which
allows us to shoot, uh, 60, 70 metres to createeraba — a haze to settle dust if we
can’t get that with our — with our mine equipment.

Lighting. We’ve spent a great deal of money omighting in the — just in the
past, to update our lighting, to make sure thatrevgbod neighbours, we’re not
shining lights into our neighbours — their propestor up public roads or annoying
anyone in — in the vicinity. A good deal of inv@&int — we’ve new technology with
lighting plants and they seem to be working veryiw#/e do do regular inspections
when we do — do a handover with supervisors, usnsure that the lights are
staying on our property and not annoying our neiging.

With our rehab — that’s another task that’s with &sd, look, | got involved in the
Stoney Creek rehab when | was at Rix’s Creek th&hat’s — if the local people
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know where Stoney Creek Road is. And when we thak Camberwell, it was an
area that had not been rehabilitated and therigw geople put their hands up and
said, “That’s going to be — that's going to be mdnis. We’re going to reshape that,
redesign it, modify it and make it look sensatiénand | had a personal interest in
that because | lived opposite it for three or fpears and had a hand in the
reshaping, redeveloping and the outcomes were ts@maia Every time we drive
past it now, we can look up and say, “That’s somegtthat we’re proud of”. And —
and everyone that, sort of, like, had a hand ih¢ha say exactly the same thing.

Previously stated, look, the Bloomfield Group isAarstralian owned company and
family run. A lot of people may not know that ttnading opportunities that have
come through the Bloomfield Group. We have 31 apfpces employed at the
moment and over 300 that has gone through preyiears. That’s 300 jobs for
local people, next generation kids that are corttimgugh. They don’t have to move
out of the area to seek good employment. Theygimable skills, trades and crafts
that take them into the future. We also traimieai ..... ship — trainee operator
apprenticeship. We have 10 currently employetd@ttoment. And since it has
been running, we’'ve had 20 go through the systeuirtlzat’s more local jobs, local
people, families that stay together, kids that thave to move away from home.
We've also got a graduate engineering program.refhas been 20 — 20 graduate
engineers come through.

Now, these are people that are, sort of, like, tmfive years together at university
and very tech savvy. They get the opportunitycime out there in the field and
demonstrate some of those skills that they've kegin their books and see how
people do it on the — on the ground. The Rix’seRréroup as a whole — we have a
— a sister mine. It's called the Bloomfield Minedait's — it's down at Maitland and
there’s 64 people there. And we rely on Rix’s Rrserviving, as well, because if
Rix’s Creek don’t survive, well, then we don’t siwe, either. And that's 64 people
all looking for new jobs and it’s also the flow-effect to other local people like
OEMs that supply machines, the lady that supplies.a. down the road, people that
supply our hi-vis clothing, the motor vehicles thag buy, lease and rent off them all
contribute to the flow-on effect and that’s why Ilmere today to support the Rix’s
Creek expansion.

There’s a few other things that people may not kabaut the Bloomfield Group.
We have something called the Bloomfield Foundatuich supports a lot of local
schools, junior sporting teams, town festivals aachmunity projects. | won’t go
through them all, but there’s a few close to myrhedhe Rescue Helicopter — a
great deal of money goes to that. And, trust nieenyou’re laying on the side of
the road, you want to make sure that someone fBrigeyou put fuel in that
helicopter to make sure you or your family or — ymow, it could be your daughter,
your son, your brother, your dad that needs trsature helicopter. And also the — the
Cancer Council is another one. If you — if youl@ound some of the hospitals and
you see the donations from the mining industry,jast Bloomfield alone, you will —
you will be aware of how important that donatiorai the mining ..... mining sector
are.
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Just in recent times, the Bloomfield Group changed- our visions and values and
that’'s something like every employee lives by hekad it was a major event, a
great family day, when we — when we announceditd, sort of, like, the

Bloomfield visions — values is — like, we care aveldeliver. And what we care
about, we care about our environment, we care gheuwtommunity, we care about
our workforce and we care about everyone elsestgborts us. And what we
deliver on, well, we deliver on best practices amdalso deliver on compliance and
they’re — they're high on our priority and the Biofield Group — they — they get a
tick in all the boxes in — in my experiences argytte very approachable. There has
been a little bit on weed management here todagt tlat — just that we do have a —
a — a big interest in it but in the Bloomfield Gpotlnere, we have over 70 cattle
grazing on some of our lands. They all seem ttaband doing — doing very well.
So the rehabilitation is right up there, as wélhd that's about all I've got, so thank
you today for — for letting me speak.

MS MANSTED: Thank you.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Could I -- -

MS MANSTED: You mentioned that — you mentionedttylou were responsible
for noise and dust mitigation — that that was péstour tasks. Could you — is it
possible for you to tell the Commission on the dingd have been over-tolerance of
the Camberwell air quality monitoring station, whativity was taking place at
Rix’s Creek on those days?

MR GREEN: I'm not quite sure what days they wever there. | haven’t worked
there for the last three years. But normal practiben | was there was we shut the
pit down. If we couldn’t manage our — our dusttthas happening on-site with —
with the equipment that we had, there was a segaesttutdown. We would start
shutting down this area to the left and if our dasels still weren’t coming down,
we would shut down completely.

MS MANSTED: And walk me through the process ofatvhappens. What's the
feedback loop, effectively, from the — the monigrstations to the — the shutdown
process? How does that work?

MR GREEN: Okay. | worked permanent night shifi,we could keep an eye on
our — our dust monitors and if the PM levels lookké climbing, something we
can’t control, the first step we will do, we putdsitbnal water carts on. The next
step if we can’t control it that way, we will staipping lower in the pit, so our dust
doesn’t rise up. The next step would be if we watileclimbing there, we would
start shutting operations down. That may mean-tthe dirt and waste area be shut
down first. And if we still haven’t controlled then, coaling — coaling operations
would shut down, as well, to the point where wemijgst have a couple of ancillary
pumps and drills and stuff like that running. Arfdhey were still adding to the
dust, then they would be shut down, as well.
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MS MANSTED: And does a similar process take placelation to modifications
for noise?

MR GREEN: Yes, it does. We rely on the data \lergvily that comes from our
people out in the community that send the data Hackigh our noise modelling.
They're trained in this equipment. They send -dseal time data back to the —to
the supervisor on shift. We’re watching it. Istarts to climb, we do exactly the
same process. We will start shutting areas downawing operations to lower in
the pit. And — and if it still doesn’t come dowme — we shut the — we can shut the
pit down. There has been a number of occasioms 2@ minutes to two to three
hours — it's usually a — an inversion come movimguigh or a slight shift in wind —
different wind patterns and - - -

MR PEARSON: Mr Green, thank you for your presgata It was very helpful. If

| could ask about the information that we’'ve hefaodn other speakers around the
increasing incidences of noise monitoring evemtgou like, the greater frequency of
exceedances or alerts, if you want to call it. yoe seeing a similar correlation in
terms of that impact flowing through to the Rix’se€k project? So is there a
correlation between the curtailment activities tlake place at Rix’'s Creek and the
increase in exceedances and alerts that are begpogied at a macro level?

MR GREEN: Look, I'm not 100 per cent certain lo&t, whether people are more
vigilant now. I'm —yes. I'm not 100 per cent tz@n of that.

MR PEARSON: And, then, my only other question waselation to the matters
that your role covers. Are you able to commenthenpreferability of option 1 or
option 2 in terms of the mine plans that were putvard?

MR GREEN: Yes —no, I'm not. That’s a bit outro¥ league.
MR PEARSON: Okay. Thank you.
MR GREEN: Okay. Thank you for your time.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is WeWdsles from the Denman
Aberdeen Muswellbrook Scone Healthy EnvironmentuproMs Wales, could you
please come forward to the lectern. Ms Wales dbappear to be present. The
next speaker in that event is Joshua Dagg, whospébk for 10 minutes.

MR J. DAGG: Thank you. Good morning, CommissigneVly name is Josh
Dagg, my role is a plant operator for the Bloontfi@roup. | work directly in the
Rix’s Creek South operation, and I'm here todaghow my support for the Rix’s
Creek South continuation of mining project SSD6300.

| was lucky enough to do a traineeship out ther20@7, and | came back to the
company in 2010 and have worked as a permanenatopdor the last nine years.
I've also got family that | work alongside; myliar has been with the company as a
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plant operator for 15 years, his cousin Tim hasl@eoperator there for 25 years,
and my brother is the contractor and audit managdrhe’s been out there for 14
years.

It is a family company. That's not the only stattyere’s plenty of father and sons
that work out there. We’ve even got a grandfatfaher and — and son that are
working out there together now as operators. VEhhis project important to me?
Obviously as security for me and my family andadliny co-workers as well.
Another role that | have out at Rix’s Creek, I'netlodge secretary. We have 249
members. I've got a bit of a unique perspectivéhmse guys, you know, | —we
have monthly meetings and | get to, you know, talkhem on a monthly basis, and
I've definitely noticed with the uncertainty andard stress around this project, it has
affected some of my co-workers. Yes.

Righto. Rod — Rod Green, he did talk about thiee-Bloomfield Group and the
great work that they do. Our lodge also does aimilork for charities, schools,
sporting teams, festivals and country shows. Sexaenples where the company
and our lodge have donated include to Our Carei@&exyva volunteer group in
Singleton. We both donated to the Buyabale.comseauhich I think everyone was
aware about, and recently we both contributed momélye Atkins Family who
tragically lost — yeah, | think a lot of people knthe story there, they lost their kids
in that fire in Singleton. So we are a — a loaahpany and we support the local
community.

We also — | recently received an — an email fromryeEather, who works for the
Westpac Helicopter. Rod did mention that chabty, last year the Bloomfield
Group employees donated $23,953 to that causdahariix’s Creek Lodge will be
the gold sponsor for our Rix’s Creek Rattlesnakeslfall team that will be playing
in October for the charity day that they hold arlyua

I'd like to just highlight a few of the recommenutats that were made by the
Department of Planning and Environment. A few g@sadtom there. The
Department considers that the benefits of the ptaetweigh its residual costs and
consider the project is in the public interest andpprovable subject to strict
conditions of consent. The Department is confidisnpreliminary and final
assessment reports provide a robust assessmdet iwierrits of the project, and I'd
like to note the Department consulted with key Goxeent agencies during this
process and also consulted with Bloomfield.

Probably a perspective | can give as a plant opergte, our company, you know,
they talk the talk, but as a plant operator I'nthia cut every day and | can tell you
right now we do walk the walk as well, and | wilbpide examples of how we do
this. So probably the biggest issue which hasairhbbeen discussed today is air
quality, so it’s actually a principal hazard untlee Work Health and Safety
Regulation 2014. So itis a big one — a big hapardur job.
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So what do we do on the job as plant operatorswe3ee got a MySafe job book,
which is our little own risk assessment. Quitenfon a day to day basis dust is
probably one of our main hazards, so we have tsidenthat. Activities that we
conduct that produce this hazard, the movementaghmery on roads, loading
operations, discharging materials into hopperssparting material on conveyors,
coal preparation activities, drilling and shotrigi

How do we control those hazards? Watercarts. #Ve Bealed cabs fitted with air
conditioning. Prevailing wind direction is takerto account, and I'll actually note
on the 14 of July this month the wind conditions were rediigh and we actually
had a shot that was scheduled to be blasted tharthwe postponed that — that
shot, so we do take those sort of actions. PP#,gyppression systems, fixed water
sprays. Our drills are fitted with dust curtaidast collectors, deck seals, but if
there’s dust coming from — from the drills we willwe have taken the action to stop
that operation as well.

Noise. It's been spoken about a little bit todago#ry, I'll just find my notes on that
one. Okay. Geoff Moore mentioned that, um, therethere is a copy of our noise
management plan on the website. We also, um, da&vgger action response plan
when, ah, noise complaints are made. Um, our pegaeview predictive 3-D
noise models and metero — meteorological, ah, tiondifor any potential for Rix’s
Creek to exceed compliance limits.

And often speaking to a — speaking to a lot ofrtigt-shift guys, um, it is a reality
that when we exceed these compliance limits, tpersisors take the action to, um,
stop operations. That’s quite common. Um, hegpiagection for our — for our
workers, um, that's — that’s a hazard, and — an@hvwase hearing protection on the
heavy machinery. Ah, finally, ah, the social imggacl did mention how, um, the
uncertainty on the project had taken a direct ¢ti@eny co-workers, which I've seen
firsthand. Um, the company have, ah, offered dwadly, ah, the opportunity for a
half an hour, um, session with Mindset, um, whopgchologists — psy — um, and —
and that happened, um, very recently.

Um, so that was a great initiative. Um, yeah, saidl, having withnessed a lot of my
co-workers deal with the stress and uncertaintyadfonly their job security, but
other personal issues, and having experiencedathgeds of stress and anxiety
myself, um, this was a great initiative with thendset program. Um, and that’s
from me. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you.

MR PEARSON: Could I ask - - -

PROF O'KANE: Mr - - -

MR PEARSON: Sorry.
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PROF O'KANE: Mr Dagg, thank you. Question: telé about the noise
complaints that you get? So how many would youcslfy get in a — in a week,
month? Some — what unit?

MR J. DAGG: Well, I - - -
PROF O'’KANE: And does it vary through the year?

MR J. DAGG: [I'd probably refer that question @+t um, I've spoken to a lot of
our night-shift employees. Um, and they've told tim&t it's not uncommon for them
to have to deal with those complaints. | don’t\wrtbe numbers, myself, on the
complaints that the company receive.

PROF O’KANE: Right.
MR J. DAGG: Butlknow itis — it does happen tugre.
PROF O'’KANE: Thank you.

MR PEARSON: So two questions from me. You merddy um, this initiative
around Mindset. Um, are you able to tell me howmynamployees have availed
themselves of that — that initiative?

MR J. DAGG: Well, I know that, um, we’ve got — rast count we had about
approximately 250, um, workers in — in either praitn and engineering. Um, and
I would — | don’t have an — an official number, bam pretty confident it would've
been over 95 per cent of the — those employeesdivallum, participated in that
program — in that half an hour session.

MR PEARSON: Thank you. We heard earlier in ielato option 1 and option 2,
um, the — one of the benefits was around miningrem mine — mining flexibility.
Um, given your role as a plant operator in thelpitas wondering whether you
could provide the Commission with some more infdiaraaround the — um, the
mining flexibility that’s lost and/or gained througach — each of the two options.

MR J. DAGG: Yeah. | —1I'd probably leave thategtion to someone like Geoff
Moore. Um, so, no, can’t comment on that. Thaol.y

MS MANSTED: One guestion from me, which is whemagse complaint triggers a
shut-down procedure, how long does that take bef@@oise generation stops? Is
it immediate? Or is there a lag time? And, ifwbat — what is that time?

MR J. DAGG: Yeabh, it definitely would just depeod the circumstances. But | —|
know our, um, personnel that are trained in theeanonitoring, um, once the
compliance levels — levels go under what they shbal— but that may vary from
half hour to a couple of hours, as — as | think Rahtioned in his, um, answer.
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MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker willBab Murphy, who will
speak for five minutes.

MR B. MURPHY: Ah, thanks for your time, Commissa&s. Um, Bob Murphy,
plant operator at Bloomfield, East Maitland. Alelworked in the mining industry
— well, worked for Bloomfield Group for 15 year8s a mine worker, | know the
importance of the Rix’s Creek expansion to the llf@mailies and Singleton
community. This will not only secure hundreds ahimg jobs, it will give a big
boost to the local and small businesses, like cafdssagencies, engineering, car
dealerships, and other family businesses. | knioane of these take-away shops
where we've been getting our workers’ overtime radat approximately 20 years.

They buy their cars from the local Toyota dealgydbr as long as | can remember.
The same tyre company for 20 years, all from thateluvalley. They always
support local charities, like Cancer Council, PCM@i-Wel, um, recently Maitland
Football, Westpac Rescue and many, many more.wbs&ed in the mi — Hunter
mining industry for 24 years, for many differentn@as and companies, including a
little while at Rix’s Creek. | have — while | fodrover this time the Bloomfield
Group to be the most community-minded company ¢ver worked for. | think the
reason for this is they are an Australian comparityy the owners living right here in
the Hunter.

We recently went through a long process of revigibur company values, and we
came up with: we care, we deliver. Which measskad said before, environment,
community, best practice and compliance. The BlioglchGroup — Group
employees around 600 people. There’s 65 at Bladdhfaround 300 at Rix’s Creek,
and the rest in engineering company. Without thesFCreek extension, these local
jobs will be gone. That’s 600 families with no \korOn the environment, I've
watched them go far and beyond anyone I've preWownerked for. If there’s noise
problems, we stop. If it's dusty, we stop. Thieatglitation work is second to none.

Where I'm currently working, we have some 20 yddrrehabilitation. And being a
keen bushwalker and bird watcher, | can tell yoe Been more wildlife on this mine
site than I've seen in most bushland I've walked lime often taken overseas friends
here to look at the native wildlife. This yearradol’ve seen echidnas, goannas,
shakes of black and brown, carpet, kangaroos, rialquarrots and wedge-tailed
eagles, which only | can put down to good rehadibh and the control of feral
animals, giving the native wildlife a sanctuarybteathe — breed in. One last thing:
| often hear people against mining say we don’titeem. But everyone in this
room relies on mining. Your car, your mobile phpeeen your jewellery, it's all
made out of mining products.

Mining at world’s best practice should be a positinot a negative. We all want to
live in a town with a great community, but a comntyineeds people, and people
need jobs. Thank you for your time.
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MS MANSTED: The next speaker will be Tim Dagg,omill speak for 15
minutes.

MR T. DAGG: Um, | was going to say good mornibgt it's good afternoon now.
Um, my name’s Tim Dagg. | thank you for allowingito speak in favour of the
Rix’s Creek South Continuation Mining Project SSEDB. | live in Muswellbrook,
although | was born in Singleton, July 1958, andea@ on the family farm in Scotts
Flat, and later at Lavington. My grandparents,mother’s parents, also farmed a
couple of kilometres down the road from Dad’s — Bddrm. In tho — those early
years at my grandparents’ farm | have some greataries, one of which |
particularly remember was going to the top paddeithk my grandfather, pick up
lumps of coal off the ground, load into the old atel take back to the homestead to
burn in the open fireplaces, keeping everyone warm.

I will always remember what my grandfather saidn® back then. That was: one
day this barren land, with all this coal, wouldngrigood fortune to the surrounding
community and families. That is certainly the ctstay, because my family and
many other families have had great opportunitiesifivorking at Rix’s Creek Mine.
My gran — grandfather would be amazed with the bigitation work that has been
done around the mine site. Even some of my friedidging past, cannot tell which
is natural land or rehabilitated land. 1 think mpsople would be surprised to see
how well the land looks now after rehabilitationpporting cattle even in a drought.

My family has a rich history around the Singletoaaa and now many of my family
members work in the mining industry. | have worlkgdRix’'s Creek as an operator
since April 1995. | have seen many advances imiméng industry over those
years. The monitoring of mining conditions suctdast, noise and blasting has
improved in some of the most outstanding ways, @egto 24 years ago when |
first started at Rix’s Creek South Mine, and adiarfrom what it was like when |
started in the mining industry 36 years ago. At&Creek the management have set
up many policies for the production workers to adhwy, in all conditions of
mining.

| can tell you the production workers will monitat conditions by themselves. For
example, if it gets dusty they will stop work urthie problem is solved with water
carts. As noise limits are monitored all nighpguction workers will stop
immediately if noise gets close to our limits, netiess if they are on a normal shift
or an overtime shift. Once the noise level goesrdwe never start all the
machinery back up at the same time, but we willvBtdoring our machines back
online one at a time, to ensure we satisfy noiselitions. Rix’s Creek South Mine
Is a family-based and Australian-owned mine, whsctinique.

The company employs many members of the same &sdiwork at the mine, also
employing many women throughout the company, imsotes as production
workers, engineering, office staff, senior managetmaoard of directors and, in fact,
all the way to ownership. The company has manyraoting companies working
around the mine site, and these companies emplay mamen as well. |
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particularly like how the company helps out donithwdonations to the charities
around the Singleton area and the surrounding camii@s.

We have a large focus on sport for the Cancer dbuktost recently, the company
has contributed to the appeal, which was helpirigraifamily involved in a tragic
Singleton house fire. | would also like to mentlww the workers themselves at
Rix’s Creek South mine are the most generous wihemes to donating funds, to
worthy causes around the district. For exampléhénpast 24 years, myself and
many other workers have donated on a weekly bdisex;t from our pay packet, to
the BCYC, Youth Off The Street, and the Westpadddeter Rescue Service.

Rix's Creek workers have raised $246,000 for thedgaCouncil through golf days
held over many years. The Bloomfield Group empésyleave given in excess of
$400,000 to the Westpac Helicopter Service sin€228nd have been donating for
years before that, but records were not kept beéf0f2. Rix’s Creek alone have just
passed $100,000 in donations to Youth Off The &tr€berefore, | believe the
continuation of the Rix’s Creek South mine has miaeyefits for the Singleton
community, local contracting companies and busioesters around the Singleton
district. | thank you now for allowing me to giwey opinion on this matter.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. One question from me. uYoentioned that when
you recommenced production following a stoppagetose reasons, you start up
equipment gradually. I'm wondering when the shutd@ccurs, do you wait to
execute the shutdown until the noise has exceduedliowable limit, or does a
progressive shutdown commence prior to the excee®an

MR T. DAGG: The shutdown starts prior — it — prio when it hits the — the limits.
Once we get a call from our monitors, the superwgauld tell us over the two-way
system and they will — a lot of the times the -tla#l machines shut at once.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is D&sidin, who will speak for
three minutes.

MR D. STEIN: Morning, ladies and gentlemen. Mame is David Stein. I've
lived in the Singleton area for about 40-odd yeaisold numerous qualifications at
university level. I've worked in the local areaapolice officer, as a mechanical
engineer, and as a safety and risk managementéipefor statement governments,
local government and large corporations.

| stopped work in 2017 following a spinal tumouriethhas left me partially
disabled and relying on my wife as the new primagadwinner for our young
daughter and myself. | humbly thank Rix’s Creell #me Bloomfield Group for
employing my wife. | now use my safety and engimgeand mining experience to
provide technical support for compiling plant sgfébcuments — documents for
mines from my home office, allowing me the abililymanage my condition from
home while still providing me the opportunity tontobute through work-based
services. None of this would be possible withouting.
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Whilst | can only do a couple of hours a day, gisat for my physical and mental
health and wellbeing to be able to contribute imsavay. Ultimately, it is a fact
that employment impacts of mining extend well bed/arst those in hi-vis at Rix’s
Creek Mine. An example of this is where Bloomfi@doup have demonstrated, for
me personally, their genuine heart for Australiamd — for Australians doing it
tough. When my wife and | recently gave $500 tmudht-affected farmers, her
employer heard about this, along the — with otimepleyees, and they in turn
donated $15,000 for the cattle feed — for cattbelfeThese farmers are doing so
tough. | could go on with a number of other exasspbut ultimately without Rix’s
Creek and the wider Bloomfield Group, none of thauld be possible. It's truly a
great Australian organisation. I'm here today heeathere is little if none
sustainability for my family if Rix’s Creek Soutk ho longer allowed to operate.

Hundreds of other people employed by Rix’s Credkhe in the same boat.
Hundreds of support business, their employeeslagidfamilies will be in the same
boat. There will be a reduction in indirect congurservices and further job losses
further afield. Finally, real estate values akelly to drop, and with it consumer
confidence, just like what happened to Muswellbraikr Drayton was forced to
close, from which the real estate market is yeetover.

Our house up there is worth less than what we foaid 10 years ago, and | was
even — | was never a direct employee; merely tdteby the irrational decisions of
others. Drayton’s closure had a drastic economact to use personally and to
many other people | know. I'm here today out afic&rn for the wider community
and my family from the potential impact of thosegoms that would seek to
influence decision-makers with claims of eviderita are unscientific,
unobservable, and collectively unfactual.

As humans, we all need to be mindful of our owrdmgositions and biased
tendencies toward relativism. We live in a day agd where more and more
decisions are being made on the basis of feelingsalf-gain rather than the
identification and careful analysis of all relevéentts. You only need to take a quick
look at the recent tabloids and see how certairakowdia groups employ strategies
to sway public thinking opinion. |implore you tto continue to seek a validated
and corroborated, all evidence put forward, inalgdnine — real facts and practical
application are the key.

Regulatory oversights helps Rix’s Creek in theiemgional practices to manage any
risk to employees, the community and the envirortreffectively and practically, so
that Rix’s Creek can continue to contribute ecorualy to the community and
broader Australian population the benefits of RRi®ek mine far outweigh any
disadvantages, and not just for me but for everybod

It would be socially and economically irresponsitdenot support Rix’s Creek so
that they can, in turn, continue to support themmunity. Ladies and gentlemen,
thank you for the opportunity in allowing me to sih¢he facts of modern day mining
here in the Hunter as | know it to be.
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MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker on teg Carl Talturry, will not be
able to speak today, and so the next speaker ithHeack from HCB Rural and
Land Management, who will speak for five minutes.

MR H. BROCK: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemiewould like to thank the
Commission for giving me the opportunity to speadtay. Good afternoon. My
name is Heath Brock, and I'm the manager of HCBaRand Land Management, a
Singleton family-owned business employing six si@afiulltime employment. Our
business provides fencing, property management] weetrol and vertebrate pest
control services, has had — and has been engageagish the Bloomfield Group with
their land management project since April 2016théligh we have worked at
several Bloomfield sites, the majority of our warcurs on the Rix’s Creek North
and South leases. In the past three years, HCBdwasparticularly proud to work
with the Environmental Department to achieve soeadly good results across both
sites, controlling not just noxious and problem @gesuch as saligna acacia, Coolatai
grass, prickly pear, cotton bush, green cestrust tfjuname a few.

This work has occurred on mine rehabilitation bg tiff — biodiversity offset areas,
and unmined land within the mining lease and ardrixés Creek’s ongoing
commitment to improve the biodiversity of plant sigs on the land that they
manage. HCB strongly supports the proposed caatim of Rix’s Creek South.
The ongoing work that the extension will providexcg only important to us, but for
all the local small businesses that Rix’s Creekageg. For our business, working
for the mine has been a win-win situation.

Certainly, there is a significant investment regdirboth financially and in resources
to meet the high standards of safety expected dBthomfield Group, but at the
end of the day our own work, health and safety mameent systems are all the
better for the involvement with the mine, and weeneeen — we have benefited
financially from a regular stream of work whichd#ficult to maintain in the private
sector.

Last year, weed management alone on Rix’s CreethiNSouth — North and South
equated to 10 per cent of our company’s total regernTo lose this amount of work
would definitely require us to reassess our busis@sicture, possibly letting go staff
or spending a lot of valuable time seeking out o@portunities. To complete our
weed management work at the mine, our businessnrnstipports local produce
stores for chemicals, retail stores for PPE antbumi supplies, training providers

for the first aid and chemical training that wede our employees, fuel providers
and auto part suppliers for servicing and repaowfequipment.

Consider, then, how this problem is repeated thmougall of the many local small
businesses that are engaged by Rix’s Creek Mingheninpact on our community
soon becomes quite real. For us, the commitmeRixg Creek Mine to engage
local businesses, and in doing so actively suppoctd community, is one very
positive reason for granting the Rix’s — Rix’'s k&@outh extension.
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In regards to the community, on a personal levie§ve withessed how Rix’s Creek
mine has worked with local organisations. In thance, the Mount Olive
Community Centre to assist them with fundraisingriprove the hall and to make it
a viable venue for other groups to use such amti@le pre-school, taekwondo, and
the Mount Pleasant Public School. As a businessoWwdon’t stand here today of
what is ahead for the future — a move towards seibe energy sources — but | do
know that Australia has a lot of preparation taa@make that possible, and in the
meantime communities like Singleton still needuova/e and prosper so that the
opportunity for change is possible. The extensibRix’s Creek South has positive
flow-on effects that are wide-reaching, not onlg Htability it provides to its
immediate workforce, but also for the local bussessengaged by the mine, their
employees, the businesses they in turn supporthenidcal community groups
which have benefited from the mine’s involvemenhank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. Professor O’Kane, | ntdte time. Would that be a
convenient time to take the luncheon adjournment?

PROF O'’KANE: |- 1think that would be a good &e

MS MANSTED: We will now take a half hour break fanch and recommence at
approximately a quarter to.

RECORDING SUSPENDED [12.24 pm]

RECORDING RESUMED [12.58 pm]

MS MANSTED: Good afternoon, everyone. We wilt@avene now. The next
speaker will be Neville Jukes, who will speak fOrrhinutes. While Mr Jukes is
making his way to the lectern, can | just ask wheilvendy Wales or Beverley
Smiles are in the audience and still wish to spe@k@y’re on the speakers list. If
they are here, could they please present themsklthe — to the Secretariat. Thank
you. Mr Jukes.

MR N. JUKES: Thank you. My name is Neville Jukésvas the managing
director of PJ Welding for 45 years. I've recentiyired for health reasons. | would
prefer to speak from the heart as I'm passionateitaihe Bloomfield Group, but |
have to provide a copy of my speech notes, soufwitl bear with me, | will read
from those notes. But before | do, | just wantdiention that Dr Vickers
mentioned about the dust — the elevated dust leVels just come back from
Lightning Ridge and | can assure the Commissiohttieawhole state is in a state of
elevated dust levels because the place is a dudt btowever, the Bloomfield
Group has led me — fed my family for 45 years.
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During that time, PJ Welding has some extremely [giods ..... and we’ve had to
reduce the company to bare bones. Several tim@geRiing has been on the verge
of winding up but the Bloomfield Group always heldey finding enough work to
keep the company afloat. PJ Welding currently exygpln excess of 20 people, one
of those is my son. However, some are more readufitions. When a local
company went into receivership prior to Easter yastr, some of their employees
approached us to seek employment. In an effagivie them stability for their
families, | approached the Bloomfield Group to g¢key were able to help. Rix’s
Creek Mine supported these people by offering Pltiwg additional work.

Without the help of Rix’s Creek Mine, there woulaMe been another dozen people
and families seeking unemployment benefits. PJlliglhas employees within
excess of 35 years employment. Some of these wioidsers have little chance of
gaining alternative employment should they becomamployed. It's a continuation
of mining at Rix’s Creek that will offer these pé®j@an opportunity to work till
retirement. PJ Welding employs several tradesmemhalve spent their entire
working life servicing the Bloomfield Group fromdin apprenticeship to middle age.
They require — they rely almost exclusively on Ri€reek Mine to feed their
families.

Two of our apprentices have achieved Hunter Valpgrentice of the Year Awards.
The variety of work we receive from the Bloomfi€kdoup, their focus on safety and
their extensive environmental awareness have Isagghdicant incap — impact on the
training of these — these young lads. All — all supervisors and tradesmen and
apprentices and labourers have been tutored ovey years and they are the highest
quality due to the support of the Bloomfield Graam the additional training they
have supplied.

The Bloomfield Group is a wonderful corporate @tz | won’t go right into that
because other people have addressed that. Yoisiatewill have a far reaching
impact on numerous families who — who rely on titd€RCreek Mine. In our —in
our case, as far reaching as the Central Coasinihg is not supported in this area,
towns like Singleton and Muswellbrook and othernevin the Lower Hunter will be
impacted significantly, with serious unemployment.

| suspect some of those towns will struggle to s«r\such is their reliance on the
mining industry. In our particular case, PJ Wealdamploys partners and families
amounted to — amounts to hundreds more peoplednsidering the Rix’s Creek
employees and other contractors, you have the inateefiiture of thousands of
people in your hands. Add to that the flow-on effief the local corner store, the
paper shop and the Woolworths and Coles of thisdvethere will be a serious
human impact for you to consider.

A very important issue that needs to be takenactmunt is the fact that Rix’s Creek
is privately owned — is a privately owned Austral@mpany. The profits, taxes
remain in Australia. We’re not dealing here witretseas commercial giants. We're
dealing with people who live amongst us, work besid. They've always displayed
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a strong community ethic and ongoing considerationsrds their neighbours. We
unreservedly support the continuation applicatiot arge you to approve the
mining lease extension and enable our childremdyptaildren to be part of the Rix’s
Creek mining family. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker is Kevin Taggartowtill speak for 10 minutes.

MR K. TAGGART: Thanks for letting me speak. Mgme is Kevin Taggart and
I’'m a Wonnarua person of this country here and/élthis country. And | would
just like to say when is this going to stop — ggvithe mine the go-ahead and that?
They’'ve — they’ve buggered our rivers, the air gyalThey’'ve — all the fish we had
in the river have now gone. We they talk about/femmental”, would that be
environmental? All of our fish are gone for a @as the pollution in the creek, in
the rivers. And all of our culture, like the auwality we're getting and that — and if
you beat the Government in — in ways and that, tieyge the rules — the rules are
changed — the rules get changed so you can’t beat.t

And our — and you’ve got Environment — Environmandl Planning — environment
— well, what do they do to that? Talk about rugrsattle — 60 head and 70 head.
What about the big ..... and that on the placesd #&r an Aboriginal person — if an
Aboriginal person agrees with destroying countrg #rat, well, his Aboriginality is
gone. He — he — he’s not an Aboriginal persoraas$ I'm concerned. And you've
got Environment and Planning. Well, I think evéigg is already — sad to say,
everything is already planned. And we’re — andoBifield was talking about giving
money to children — to the schools and charitytatl Do they ever think with the
— all the pollution — or anyone ever think with e pollution and that, the life span
of some of them children — it could be a lot less.

And they talk about giving money to — to — to sdsamnd that. That's a load of
bullshit — just rubbish. And — and, then you've ggmers pumping water out of the
— the Hunter River. And that water — that wates gat to be polluted and going onto
the ground and then all this adds up, all of odtuce, everything. And you get the
mines, all the excuses and bloody bullshit — aadigtwhat it is — and for an
Aboriginal person like me respects the land andyhieg and that and — and — and
they just go and do it — environmental terrorisAnd they can get away with it —
just — all the time they get away with it — Plarmin Environment and Planning just
seems to — how come all the time that — there’badsty only one mine ..... got
knocked back, but all the time.

And the pollution and that is around there — yowwy got to walk — get outside
there and see the pollution and that — that arodud they always get the goer —
always get the go ahead because of money. légiadle word to say — money — and
with the whole situation right through the Aborigimpast, just — Aboriginal people —
most Aboriginal people never had any money, and ¢fet given a bit of money
from the mine or a big bit of money at times, whgtdes in a lot of times wasted to
just a few people, and there’s that many Aborigpedple there in need and don’t
get nothing. They don’t get nothing.
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The whole system to me is — is bloody corrupt +ceaupt, and that's a terrible
word and it's a word that | wouldn’t say, but I'notrvery good educated — been
educated real well and that, but if that ain’t tase, well, there’s a — they just get —
get away with corruption, just all the time, cortiop, corruption, corruption. And
I'd like to say me sister ..... she lives up atltteghts, and every day she’s cleaning
— cleaning round the place there with coal dusteretything. They — they — and
they tell ya — told us there today, you know, ther® — it's clean and everything is
right and that — cleans up every day, and you kngugt — I’'m going to make it
short — make — | — | know we’re not gonna — we Wetop it, it's just through
corruption. There’s no doubt about that. It'lhee out — it’ll come out later on.

And — it’s just one of me days there today. I'mt remal good at talking, but I'm that
upset with things that to let everything go likesth and people get up here and say
they do the right thing with air quality and allgtand that. I've got a property out
there high in the mountains and that there, andyene talks about the dust — dust
coming from — or one fella was talking about thetdtoming from way up there to
..... somewhere, and the pollution — talking almmming up there because it’s dry
and that, of course it's dry.

But if you get up on top of them mountains them) gan see every one of them
mines where the dust and the pollution is comingodthem. So I'd like of any you
to get up there and look, you can see exactly witereoming from. There will be
other dust coming from the — out west and thattthat's — that’s all bullshit that’s
coming from the — all of it.

You can see exactly what mines it's coming out,afuhis one there, the one over
there, the one over there a bit further than @nad, it just — it just keeps going —
going on and it just keeps getting allowed to happed the — I'd like to see every
person in Australia have a job — have work, but wéd as a country gotta be
destroyed for them to have work? Just totally st we’ll just totally destroy it.
You've got the big boy there and you've got théreyttimber the rest of it up, it's —
to an Aboriginal person, the country is mean tdoloé&ed after. My dad learned me
that. If he was around today and see what's hapgento be looked after and to
make — provide people — and provide people witkduand that, and that — that’s
just — you know.

What happens when the mines stop, which they w#l day — it's getting close —
what happens then? What about Singleton, Maitl&hdgwellbrook? There will be
houses there worth 10,000 each and no one will thanbastards. But, you know,
with the councils and that — the mines can perstiaeouncils, they can persuade
everyone just through corruption. And to all Algoamal people, it's just corruption —
it's just corruption to us, and — and you can’t s#fyerwise. Thank you very much.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker willl@rest Saunders, who will
speak for 10 minutes.
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MR F. SAUNDERS: My name’s Forrest Saunders. é¢mthe owner of a company
KRH Mining Maintenance. | employ around 50 peopdgprentices, tradespeople,
administration, lady tradespeople, right acrosdtberrd. We support schools — small
schools, sporting groups, the local museum, Li@ligh and that sort of thing.

Now, | wasn’t sure — you hear about the same oitythat these talks and things,
everyone brings up, you know, why you build undeaaport and you expect them
to stop flying as the population is growing and thart of thing, but what | wanted to
share today is — and | didn’t write it down becawden | read you wouldn’t hear it
in my voice what I'm talking about. I'm a successry, okay. I've got a beautiful
wife, three beautiful kids. | moved up here frogdBey in 2000, had $500 in my
pocket with a family and a pregnant — pregnant wifaow have 50 employees, and
we’ve been going for some time.

So I've got a hot wife, my son’s doing well, ongat an apprenticeship, one’s got a
scholarship for school and I've got a 10 year @ddghter going on 40. But —so on
the surface everything looks good, but | was phanother pact with Drayton and
things like that and I've seen what goes on and thomgs turn out. Now, I'm a bit
of a tough character physically — take things oth @hthe reset of it — but after that |
was left pretty broken. Nearly lost everythingrah out of things to sell to keep my
family going. We still own — well, we don’t owntke bank owns the house, but to
keep people employed instead of sacking them ktaell everything; cars,
tractors, anything.

I’'m a farmer — | was a farmer without a tractootadf hard work. I've been through
it where we've lost everything, rebuilt again, ang wife’s picked me up on the
floor, you know. I've been in — been in tearsgeleen broken down, not sleeping,
not doing anything and the reality is — | was diaggd — | got some help 12 years
ago with depression, so things don’t come easitiylaake things personally, and
with those 50 employees | see myself responsibley’re — | don't like to say
they're — they work for me, they work with me, besa without them | don’t have a
copy. | don’'t have what we’ve got.

On average there’s about five people for a fansitythat’s 200 people at the end of
the day that Rix’s Creek is helping to support.eyre keeping us going. They're —
they threw me a lifeline when we were sinking badlye just finished off paying
off the last lot of debt from the last mine thaisg#d, and | was this — | was so close
you've got no idea to — to just losing half of myeu know, the other half of my
house that the bank doesn’t have, but they’'ve gety¢hing else.

When | say | was a big strong bloke, like, phydicdlwas pulled down mentally
and to have been able to not pay your electrigltyltknow what that’s like. | grew
up in a house — and this was the hard bit, | diklntw how to get it out and I didn’t
know — financially struggling, economical issuessw watched my mum get beaten
to a pulp. We had no money, burst ear drums, lorgd@s. I've been hit more times
than a punching bag. | couldn’t tell you — notrby — not by my mum.
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But just growing up as a Housing Commission kidmunder privileged area, there
was 180 kids on our street. And about two of uderiaout and the rest just
followed suit, their houses. They're going on toahything. I've one on. I've got
my kids. I've been in so many fights, | couldrétityou how many, but | promised
my kids they would never grow up in that environtigsat | grew up in. They

would never see what | — what | saw. And, to ttag, my kids have never been in a
fight in their life. They've never raised theirrith My wife is treated like a
goddess.

But as | said, | came up here with absolutely mghiNo family support, no nothing.
And I've got an opportunity to turn my life arouadd turn my kids’ life around, and
the family’s — and other families like it, like tlagprentices at work. | take kids
under the wing, | have a chat with them. | cogubrsng teams, deal with ratbags.
Give them a clip over the ear — | don’t physicdilyt, you know, you get in trouble.
It's been on the news. But, you know, rouse omthaut them straight and, you
know, teamwork is everything. My — the people wiark for me are so important.

| wouldn’t be where I'm at without them.

And they — and the support I've got, the lifelireelgot from an Australian owned
company, owned by families, look after their pedple same way, deserve every
opportunity. They're not a foreign — you know, yhre not — the money is not
getting shipped overseas. They're supporting lpeable, local families, and giving
people like — and families like myself, the oppoity to have a good life and to be
able to supply — to be able to pay that electribitly to be able to do things. | still
drive a Mitsubishi Triton. By no means am | ricBut | am as far as my family.
And | am very grateful to the Bloomfield Group tbee opportunity to provide for
them.

And as | said, I've been shattered. I'm lucky,y&hrs with my wife. She has picked
me up when | have been broken at 3 o’clock in thening, crying like a baby,
because | don’'t know how to — how to keep payirghitis, how to keep working,
living week to week, that sort of thing, and that/kat it’s like after a pack comes
through and they shut down and you get rid of @b, we’ll get work elsewhere.

It's — it's not that easy. It's not — | wish it wahat easy. You know, we work horrid
hours. Deal with people with, you know, extremendads.

And | do take it personal that I'm responsible thowse people who work with me.
I've got to make sure that they’re paid every Mond@he pay goes in. And they
can pay their board. They can pay their rent. yTdan pay their mortgage, feed
their families. Along with my job becomes, I'm th&nancial advisor, marriage
counsellor, you know, you're generally just progpaveryone up and I've got my
support there, with the people that | work with @&l— we’re a contracting
company but I've got people that are coming ugdag service leave because
they've stayed with me. We’'re not a fly by nigtwe don’t throw people in and out.
I've got long term clients, that sort of thing. dthey come and go but they really
are family, the people who work for me.
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And honestly, | — mentally, | don’t know if | coulelven — if we lost this work, which
is the major of our work, 1 — I — I don’t know haw get through the other side, a
second time round, copping it, so it's not an eadlyere’s no winners. There’s
always two sides. | really hope you give thoughthte — the social economical and —
and — and the family wellbeing and the family huks | said, we sponsor a lot of
things from Newcastle to Scone, some indigenousgthisome sporting things,
hospitals, the Westpac helicopter is another &heery year, year in, year out. So
thank you to Rix’s Creek and | hope you really tdkat on board and think about it.
So thanks very much for your time and the oppotyuioi talk.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker is John Hindmardho will speak for 10
minutes.

MR J. HINDMARSH: Chair, panel members, counallies and gentlemen, my
name is John Hindmarsh. | am currently a beefeci&ttmer living in the Upper
Hunter and a former member of the Singleton mimioigmunity, and | support the
Rix’s Creek South continuation of mining projec§[3300. Over the past five
years, | have leased 55 hectares of rehabilitaiaddriand on the Rix’s Creek site
and grazed my beef cattle on this land. The laaddd at Rix’s Creek has become a
critical component of my drought strategy, allowmeg to maintain the nucleus of
my breeding herd.

For those who don’t know me, | believe my backgisrelevant to my
presentation. I'm a fourth-generation landownet beef cattle grazier, with my
family property being located in the Upper Hunted @ontinuously held in the
Hindmarsh family since 1862. My professional crétds are demonstrated by a
Bachelor of Rural Science and my employment histomtially, with 12 years
experience during the eighties and early ninetiesking with the New South Wales
Soil Conservation Service. During this time, | vda®ctly involved in conservation
farming, when the ideas of minimal pillage and dirdrilling of crops and pastures
were in their infancy.

In the mid-nineties, | decided to see if | couldk@a difference using my skills and
knowledge and took up a position as Environmentat€r at the Rix’s Creek Mine
in 1996 and continued in the environment team uimétired in 2017. My initial role
was to develop and build on the rehabilitation paogat Rix’s Creek and then, later,
the supervision and implementation of the rehaibh program.

| think it is important to remind ourselves of legal commitments pertaining to
post-mining land use that Rix’s Creek Mine currgmijberates under. As stated in
the Rix’s Creek Mine current Mining Operations Rleeferred to as the MOP, the
operation is committed to reinstating the pre-ngrend capability of grazing land,
with stable landforms, compatible with the surrangdandscape, and allow for a
range of possible post-mining land uses. Furthéhis, the objectives of the
rehabilitation program, as stated in the MOP, ay ffertain to landform and
vegetation in context of grazing and pasture mamage, include:
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Landform. Rehabilitated land will be safe and EalLand capability will be
returned to a class similar to that existing ptecothe commencement of mining.
Mined land will be re-contoured to a landform cottifpla with the surrounding
natural landscapes and to reinstate stable drameigerks.

Vegetation. A sustainable vegetation cover wilestablished on rehabilitated land.
Grazing areas will be established with a rangeetis suitable for pasture
production in that area. Rehabilitated land waltbpsoiled, fertilised and sown with
grass species.

Evidence of the success of the Rix’s Creek rehahoin program has been
demonstrated through a range of activities andesudlhe site and the
rehabilitation program has been showcased via fmursumerous occasions,
including the best practice ecological rehabildatof mine lands conference. These
tours have demonstrated to visitors examples ofticeess of the rehabilitation
program, where grazing is the defined post-minarglluse.

From 2012 until 2017, a site-based trial was uraden to assess the quality and
guantity of pastures produced on post-mined lanttametermine the suitability of
these lands for grazing. These trials demonstithEdmproved pasture sown on
rehabilitated land can be more productive thandhethan those undisturbed, native
and naturalised pastures on equivalent soils. n8fically based studies undertaken
in partnership with New South Wales DPI, underUpper Hunter Mining Dialogue
Grazing Trial, compared cattle grazing on rehadi#itl mined land and unmined
lands. The results from these studies, as puldishACARP project C23053,
indicate cattle weight gains per hectare on postethpastures was more than double
that achieved on the analogue sites.

The Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue Grazing Trial masv been expanded and |
understand that the focus is to assess the caygaiiithe land in terms of achieving
post-mining grazing outcomes. These studies ircladd at Rix’s Creek, where my
cattle graze, and the photograph on there is ofattye grazing rehabilitated
pastures at Rix’s Creek. When checking on myeagttently, members of the
research team were on site and provided me witipdate on the studies. One
finding that | found to be of great interest was #vidence of a sustainable grazing
system, was the presence of earth worms and dwettpbe

As a farmer, | understand that the key to the ssxedo a successful beef cattle
program is all about weight gains and optimisingrexnic returns when the cattle
are sent to market. Monitoring that | have undemteof my cattle at Rix’s Creek
reflect weight gains of between half a kilo to fadckilo per day over the period the
cattle were grazing on the rehabilitation land.e3drgrowth rates are similar to those
results obtained from the Upper Hunter Mining Dgale Grazing Trial. It should

also be remembered that these weight gains of il teve been achieved during
times which include drought conditions.
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The value of the land that | lease at Rix’s Crea& been reinforced to me by local
graziers who view these rehabilitated pasturesgidyhprized grazing land and are a
beneficial addition to any grazing farm busine$ke pasture areas and post-mine
land that | lease at Rix’s Creek are an integrdliamportant component of my
farming business. The future success of my busiwesild be placed in jeopardy if
the Rix’s Creek South Continuation of Mining Prdjecrefused.

So probably more than anyone in this room, | undadsfirsthand, and from my 22
years site experience based at Rix’s Creek, | kaogvunderstand the challenges that
are associated with the rehabilitation programiatsFCreek. | know that soils can

be problematic. Weeds can be a real issue. Yis$ahd noise need to be managed.
However, at the end of the day, the ability to nibetobjectives of the rehabilitation
program and the underpinning results of the rehabdn trials and studies speak for
themselves.

As a nation, and more importantly as a region, aedrcoal mining. You will hear
today from individuals whose livelihood and, inrtutheir families rely on mining,
whether they are not are an operator at Rix’s Coeekbusiness that helps to feed
and house the members of the mining communityflteon benefits are
enormous. Right across Singleton — the Singletea,ave witnessed the impact of
the downturn of mining in 2013 — shops shut, safesars and non-essential items
fell, house prices dropped and property investers the market.

The coal mining industry is highly regulated anastantly under public scrutiny,
however it is the status of the rehabilitation perg that is often used as the gauge
under which the entire industry is assessed. €hahilitation at Rix’s Creek has
been repeatedly shown to have met the core goalsing safe, stable and non-
polluting and the ability to develop sustainablstpees on post-mine landscapes. At
an individual level, | have witnessed the succésherehabilitation program. My
cattle are healthy, gaining weight every day atidyeang well, their offspring will

sell at optimal prices. So, in closing, | woulkiito make it extremely clear that |
support the approval of the Rix’s Creek South Guardtion of Mining Project SSD
6300. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Just one question if | may. Is tledabilitated land that your
cattle on being maintained by the Rix’s Creek Mah¢he moment and, for example,
watering or weeding and — well, | will let you arewhat question.

MR HINDMARSH: The lands — as already been disedsthere is a — a weed
management control program that — that takes @agss the entire site and the
fifty ..... 55 hectares that | lease comes asqfdtiat program.

MS MANSTED: And that being the case, do you expleat the quality of the
pasture would be sustained if that maintenance werease for any reason?

MR HINDMARSH: 1 think it comes back to an undenstling of an agricultural
grazing system and that involves grazing managerasmwell as pasture
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management. And — and maintenance of that syst@m ongoing activity in any
case, whether it be on a mine site or — or whether at my farm at home. To —to —
to maintain the — the — the long-term stabilitys,yinere is maintenance activities and
that — that goes on to look — look at species caitipa, fertiliser applications and

the introduction and the continuing introductionpature species like clovers and
things like that to maintain the productivity. Atitht is just a standard practice of
any agricultural grazing system. It is nothingeliént to mined land or — or to a — to
an ordinary farming situation anywhere.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is Sleaylackie from Marathon
Tyres. He will speak for five minutes.

MR S. MACKIE: Good afternoon. My name is Shayackie. I'm the operations
manager for Marathon Tyres. I've worked for thenpany for 34 years. I'm here to
give my support and the support of my employetiiercontinuation of mining at
Rix’s Creek South. Marathon Tyres is a locally edusiness that commenced
trading in 1970 and has been proudly providing goad services to the Bloomfield
Group, including Rix’s Creek Mine, since 1970. Dgrthis time, we have always
found the Bloomfield Group and their employeedidwe the utmost integrity.

Due to their local ownership, they demonstrateéry level of social awareness.
Marathon Tyres employ 150 people of which 79 peapéeemployed here in the
Hunter Valley. The Marathon Tyres depot that le&sised the Rix’s Creek Mine
since 1990 is based at Mount Thorley where we eynostaff. Of these 48 staff,
approximately 30 staff have regular interactionvRix’s Creek Coal Mine. Our
local employees based in the Mount Thorley havavamage length of employment
with Marathon Tyres of over nine years. With 28ple and their families living in
the Singleton area, the remaining 25 people livhegMaitland and Lower Hunter
region.

We also have another 10 staff at our head offid¢awcastle that provide backup
services to our Mount Thorley and to Rix’s Creel®ithese functions being
payroll, training, safety, compliance, supply chdor an example. Our employees
that work in the Hunter Valley mining industry dueky due to the fact that they can
work in the local communities where they live. Yaannot under-estimate the
benefits of families that can live and grow togethie a daily basis.

Unfortunately, this isn’t the norm in the mininglustry where the majority of
workers work remotely from their local communiteesd that's a very strong point in
—in the Hunter Valley, that people go home tortfenilies after every shift. Local
employment provides a great stimulus to the looatmunities and is vital for the
future of any community.

From the Marathon Tyres Mount Thorley depot, weagiggwith approximately 90
local suppliers. This, together with a significargge bill, means that $7 million per
annum stays in the local community. In summaryasiethat you give timely
consideration and support for Rix’s Creek Southt@omtion of Mining Project.
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This project is vitally important to the local coramty, the employees, the sub-
contractors and their families that work and depemdRix’s Creek Mine. Local jobs
needs a strong local economy and a bright futuralfo Thank you for the
opportunity. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you.

MR PEARSON: Mr Mackie. Sorry — sorry, sir. [€buld ask just one question.
Approximately what proportion of your business wbubu say derives from this
project?

MR MACKIE: Well, it would probably be 20 per cent25 per cent of the business

MS MANSTED: Thank you.
MR MACKIE: Thanks.
MS MANSTED: The next speaker is Simon Davis, whibspeak for 15 minutes.

MR S. DAVIS: Good afternoon. My name is Simorvi3a I'm currently
employed by the Bloomfield Group as a productiopesuntendent. I've worked in
the mining industry for the past 25 years, haveleyaal ..... and have been
employed at Rix’s Creek Mine since the beginninghaf year. | would like to take
this opportunity to formally submit my support fible Rix’s Creek South
Continuation of Mining Project SSD 6300.

As the production superintendent, | and my teammpeai cut examiners and mine
production workers are responsible for the heakifety and environmental
compliance of the Rix’s Creek operations. Duringtime at Bloomfield, I've
witnessed the commitment to minimising the effdct the effect our operations
have on the wider community and the environment.

I've worked in a number of mines in the Hunter églhnd in Queensland and by
far, the Rix’s Creek environmental monitoring systs the most proactive I've
seen. This system enables us to proactively madifyoperation at any time
throughout the day and night. This is achievedufgh actively monitoring — sorry —
this is achieved through active monitoring by oavieEonmental officers
continuously conducting on and offsite noise cheaks dust monitoring of our
system and feedback processes.

This information is then proactively fed back ta ouining operations team and from
that, we are then able to make changes to our qioperation to ensure we stay
below our compliance levels. | strongly believattthis process — this project
should be approved as progression of the miniagvesy from Singleton and has a
minimal increase in the disturbance footprint.
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Careful consideration has been given in the mirsggdeto minimising and

mitigating environmental, health and social impawiur local communities
surrounding the mine site. We at Bloomfield are potted to generating high
quality and timely rehabilitation following as ckdg as possible to our active mining
areas. This allows us to generate pasture foacdtive grazing of cattle as per our
current mining — as per our current practices.

This generation of timely, high quality rehabilitat allows us to keep our
disturbance footprint and our airborne dust to aimum. The Bloomfield Group
are proudly Australian owned and have been operaticcessfully for the past 80
years. We are active in the local community org@ri sorry — we are active in
supporting local community organisations and clesriaind, as a proud employee, |
thank you for the opportunity to speak in suppéthe project and look forward to
continue operations at Rix’s Creek Mine.

MR PEARSON: Sorry, sir. If | could just ask omestion. You discussed a little
bit about the environmental monitoring system.

MR DAVIS: Yes.

MR PEARSON: Do you have a view in terms of optioar option 2 that was
presented earlier, which of those might be betiér B0 be monitored, if you like,
from an environmental monitoring system processoegss point of view?

MR DAVIS: So from a production superintendentsgpective and also the — the
Mining Department and my own personal view, op®on | support option 2 based
on a couple of things: number 1, when you see tomoon your — on your site Vvisit
the rehabilitation that — that is underway in owodlands and our frog pond area
that will be — have to unfortunately be destroygaption 1, I think that should not
occur. And option 2 from an operational perspecgives us with the — the west pit
dump gives us flexibility to be able to not concate our — our dumping operations
in one area.

From my perspective, over time also the — the -thivd point that | have is, with a
decreased dump height in option 2 over the maia also takes away quite a bit of
focus and enables us to — to manage dust in tbaégs.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is MatiStidolph, who will
speak for five minutes.

MR M. STIDOLPH: Thank you. My name’s Matthew@&ilph, I'm the general
manager Flurin, a local family owned business. Wdjeen providing rehabilitation
and mining services to the Rix’s Creek Mine sirfeeéarly 2000’s. Rix’s Creek is a
leader within — within the mining community whercdames to rehabilitation and the
environment. Their rehabilitation is best practiegirning mining areas back to
their natural state. Our role is to work closeiytmthe Rix’s Creek environmental
team to rehabilitate the mine area. To do thsaitea’s landform shapes are
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designed and constructed to create a final contidarelscape that is stable and
visually attuned with the surrounding natural area.

There is such a focus on the environment whichpssitive for everyone. We need
a balance between mining and environment — somyning and environment, and
the Rix’s Creek does this very well. | believettRax’s Creek and the Bloomfield
Group do an outstanding job of returning miningaarback into workable grazing
land and animal rehab — rehab habitat areas. Vae&ykated habitat corridors to
enable safe passage of fauna and install haletd twhich studies have shown are
regularly used by birds and other wildlife.

Not only are we benefiting from their care for #revironment, the Hunter is also
benefiting — benefiting economically with the injen of employment through the
Bloomfield Group. They employ over 600 people direand hundreds more
indirectly through companies like ours that supgudglitional services for the mine to
operate. We are just one of those — one of masibsses that are assisted from
Rix’s Creek being in operation.

Local employment is so important for our region aedainly for the younger
generation, we need jobs to keep them — to give thy@portunities. | also believe
the economic value for Rix’s Creek in continued imgnin the Hunter is significant.
The flow-on from Rix’s Creek getting approval tettocal economy is substantial
and should not be underestimated. It will contitsuboost our local economy and
that is exactly what the Hunter Valley needs.

The benefits of Rix’s Creek Mine flow right througie community, and with added
money flowing into local businesses, companiesatard to sponsor local sporting
teams and donate to charities. We — we at Fluimate thousands of dollars to
charities and sporting organisations in the atdanow over the years the
Bloomfield Group has donated thousands and thogsaindollars to charities from
the Cancel Council to the local SES to name juista

In summing up, approval for a mining extensionhis mine is a real positive for the
people of the Hunter Valley and Newcastle areas riice to have an Australian
mining company do good things in our region. Thgou.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker is Brad Harris, wiith speak for five minutes.

MR B. HARRIS: Good afternoon, members of the Cassion and members of the
public. My name is Brad Harris. | strongly suppitve approval of the Rix’s Creek
South continuation in mining. 51 years ago, | Was in Muswellbrook, an area
that is fully surrounded by mining. Both my adehildren are — were also born in
Muswellbrook, and we’ve lived all our lives in thiinter and have always been fit
and healthy.

| did my apprenticeship as an electrician at LitlBelwer Station, which is — was at
the time a Government owned coal fired power stati@fore moving into mining
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and starting with the Bloomfield Group in 2007mlhow the training and
competency advisor for the Group, and my main rateghe wellbeing and
development of our many apprentices and traing@és. apprenticeship programme
has been running for more than 40 years, produniagy fantastic tradespeople that
mostly still live and work in the Hunter region.

Rix’s Creek plays a major role in the developmertt txaining of these apprentices
and trainees. This does provide the community witjneat opportunity for local
young people to develop a career. The Bloomfiglou@, as has been stated on
many occasions, is a proudly Australian owned camplaat places a high priority
on the wellbeing and safety of all its employe&he Group takes the greatest of
care with the environment while being actively iwenl in the community where all
the Group’s employees reside. | am proud to satyltivork for the Bloomfield
Group. Thank you very much.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker is Jake Eyb, wha sgkak for five minutes.

MR J EYB: Good afternoon. My name is Jake, amda second-year plant
mechanic who is employed by Kings Engineering. gsirs in a partnership with the
Bloomfield Group, and this decision will make a bugffect in my career, as Rix’s
Creek supports the Bloomfield Group in more waytbae. The Bloomfield Group
is the only family-owned mine left in the Huntendafamily means a lot to me, so |
strongly support the continuation of the Rix’s Geddine.

Mining has been supporting families since day hutfhg down the mining industry
will not only have an effect on mem but the majodt my family as well. My
cousin is now a supervisor at Ravensworth Mine, iglgtarting a family. It is
apprenticeship through Maitland Diesel Service,clhs a part of the Bloomfield
Group. My uncle is a safety officer who traveldtfier sites, and represents the
company he works for, as he is responsible for toang and assessing hazardous
and unsafe situations to personnel. He complatedgdprenticeship through Kings
Engineering also.

My father and his father before him, and his fatiefiore him, have all had mining
industry — sorry — had mining background, and fertmbe able to be the fourth
generation in my family and mining industry to beai family-owned mine make sit
that bit more special. My father started his bess20 years ago, and because he
was mechanical and mining background has helpeéamily business through life.
Our mechanical and mining background has helpedamoity — sorry. And this has
had a major effect in the way I've been broughtkbad/ithout my family mining
background, | would not be the person | am todagl, lan pretty damn proud of
who | am. So | support the Bloomfield — sorrysulpport the Rix’s Creek
continuation.

| believe that the Bloomfield Group has the bettrgsts for me and my mining
career as a mechanic, to be able to push barndrsantinue a strong legacy, to be a
fully operational and successful mine. As I'veyohéen here a short time, I'm still
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learning about the ins and outs of our mining indusnd | know that my
knowledge, as well as the company’s knowledge otdy grow further and better
than what they are today. To be able to be thddasly-owned mine in the Hunter
and working for a company who has a strong reprtdbr its apprentices and all
employees is a pretty good effort, if you ask rhean’t wait to see what they hold
for us in the future. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker is Olivia Rose Hannaho will speak for five
minutes.

MS O.R. HANNAN: So thank you for allowing me tpesak today. My name is
Olivia Hannon. | am 18 years of age, and I'm aoséeyear electrical apprentice for
the Bloomfield Group. I'm very proud and fortuné&bebe given the opportunity that
the Bloomfield Group Apprenticeship Program offers. Undertaking an
apprenticeship with the company has allowed mébtaion a more vast range of
knowledge in mobile plant equipment, to switchbdawdding, all the way down to
domestic-type work. Having all this knowledge wnitimy grasp will allow me to
grow and develop to my full potential as a tradesan, giving me the foundations
for a successful career.

The company also allows me to further my educatmmpetencies through
additional training and courses. If the Rix’'s Greentinuation was to sadly not get
the approval needed, this would greatly impact pyyrenticeship and potentially my
future career. The opportunities | am now offeaed the chances | have of
developing my skillset as well as my knowledge widog greatly hindered.

This would be due to a lack of opportunities angaesxire to working in the variety
of equipment that Rix’s has to offer. With the epgl of the continuation, | look
forward to hopefully continuing my career with tt@mpany and being kept on as a
tradeswoman, as | do wish to have a long and remguahreer, and | know that the
Bloomfield Group can provide that for me. Thankiyo

MS MANSTED: Just one — one moment, Ms Hannorst doe question from the
Commission.

MR PEARSON: Ms Hannan, if | could ask, how — hev you could provide some
information around the process you went throughctquire the apprenticeship, and
perhaps how difficult that was and how far away fad to - - -

MS HANNAN: Yes. So, like, the whole process ofually obtaining the
apprenticeship?

MR PEARSON: Well, | guess just how — how diffical easy that process was.
MS HANNAN: It's — you have to go through a fevages to be able to get the

apprenticeship. So I first applied online througtalled Seek — an app called Seek.
| then was contacted about that phone intervielenTfrom the — from the phone
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interview | then went on to aptitude tests as @eslsome other tests there where they
do, like, group activities — a group interview sofrthing. And then from there |
went onto a one-on-one interview with — like a fpanel — lots of people — and then
| was lucky enough to get the apprenticeship.

MR PEARSON: And do you have to apply with appiaaghips with 10 mining
companies to get one — one role, oris - - -

MS HANNAN: Well, | applied with a lot of differdrcompanies. | had a couple of
offers elsewhere for an apprenticeship with them,lbuh, took the apprenticeship
with the Bloomfield Group.

MR PEARSON: Okay. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: The next speaker is Scott Andersonowwill speak for five
minutes.

MR S. ANDERSON: Good aft — afternoon, all. Mymmais Scott Anderson, and
I’'m currently a third-year plant mechanic with Ksgngineering. | am grateful to
the Bloomfield Group for all the opportunities thlagy — that | have had throughout
my apprenticeship. | see myself — | myself segtaré for me in this company if the
continuation is to go through. But if not grantdten | see it having a massive
impact on myself and my family, as three — as mgetbrothers, as well as my
father, all work for the Bloomfield Group. Withotlte continuation, we would all be
looking for work.

In conclusion, all I would like to say is that tBoomfield Group is a great company
to work for and has a great apprentice prograntheén- if the continuation is to go
through, there will be future opportunities for doyment for me, my family and my
colleagues. Thank you for your time.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker willlmhn Swab, who will speak
for five minutes.

MR J. SWAB: Good afternoon, Commissioners. Mgneas John Swab, and I'm
the managing director of PJ Welding. I'm here tottaspeak on behalf of an entire
workforce at PJ Welding, and we are in full supmdrthe Rix’'s Creek South
Continuation of Mining Project SSD6300. We're aaflimAustralian-owned
business located in the Hunter Region. We haven2@loyees ranging from
boilermakers to painters to fitters. We have wdrikgth the Bloomfield Group on
the Rix’s Creek Mine for over 40 years, and we'lveays found the directors,
managers and supervisors and all their employeal $bow us the utmost respect
towards us, and we really feel like we’re parttadit family. All of our workers
contribute heavily to the upkeep and maintenandeixsé Creek Mine, and if this
approval isn’t consented, like many others, we wall be out looking for new
employment and/or on social benefits.
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On a personal level, | started working as apprertimlermaker for PJ Welding over
20 years ago and slowly worked my way up to whene ltoday. This would
definitely not have been possible without the ong@upport of the Bloomfield
Group, and in particular the Rix’s Creek Mine, whitas helped me through every
stage of my employment. So the Rix’s Creek Mineeha@ways been at the forefront
of research and development in New South Walegy'Va always upheld their
environmental requirements and their safety promedare always completed to the
highest of standards. So the mine also provideyroantributions and donations to
the lives of the Steamfest, the rescue — the We®eacue Helicopter and the
Cancer Council, all of which would be lost if thening continuation is not
approved.

By not approving this application, we — it would detrimental effects not only to PJ
Welding, but also to the Rix’s Creek Mine and thidew community. If the approval
Is granting, it will provide a safe working envimoent. It will provide permanent
local jobs, and would be a massive benefit to disallcommunity and the Hunter
Region. For this reason, we fully support the R&reek Mine and urge you to
approve the mining lease extension so we continten-continue to prosper for
years to come. Thank you.

MR PEARSON: Mr Swab.
MS MANSTED: Thank you. One question from the Qoissioner.

MR PEARSON: If I might, um, what proportion ofiyobusiness would you say
comes from this application?

MR SWAB: For us guys it would be 90 per cent of work goes through Rix’s
Creek and the Bloomfield Group.

MR PEARSON: All right. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is Jaaeis from the Hunter
Environment Lobby Incorporated, who will speak & minutes. Is Ms Davis in the
room? Ms Davis doesn’t appear to be present.h&oext speaker will be Sue
Gilroy, from the Singleton Business Chamber, whib sgeak for five minutes.

MS S. GILROY: Good afternoon. Sue Gilroy, Presit] the Single Business
Chamber. Thank you for the opportunity to speak dfternoon. The Singleton
Business Chamber represents the interests of lmssomea local level. Through
Chamber’s vast network, each Chamber member hasyananity voice. The
Chamber represents around 160-member businesses.te&m, we are able to
identify the concerns of — for — for — for busin@s®ur community, plan actions,
and together, everyone is rewarded and has a voice.

The Chamber welcomes the opportunity to providaetf bubmission to the Rix’s
Creek Mine, Continuation of Mining Project. Theabiber strongly supports
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Bloomfield Group’s application for the continuatiohmining at Rix’'s Creek Mine,
and acknowledges the Environment Assessment Rejp@tidresses a large number
of key considerations. The Chamber understand$ilvas Creek Coal Mine sits

five kilometres to the west of Singleton and hasrbi@ continued operation since
1990. The Chamber acknowledges the establishatior$hips between the existing
mine and the community of Singleton, and surrougdireas. We further
acknowledge Bloomfield’s commitment to support teenmunity through the
provision of funding to the local community, enviroent and education groups.

The current mine has long contributed to the ongeirconomic health of the
community, and can — can — can continue to dotectire future. Extension for
mining at Rix’s Creek will ensure future viabilignd sustainability of operations,
enabling continued contribution to the economic social fabric of surrounding
communities. We further acknowledge Bloomfield@ranitment to ensure
“environmentally and socially responsible” operatpand support their initiatives to
ensure all consent conditions are net, and opesatice focused on minimising any
impacts.

In conclusion, the Chamber is pleased to offesugport to Bloomfield Group’s
Rix’s Creek Mine Continuation of Mining Project. eMelcome — the extensive
Environmental Assessment Purport, and acknowldagevork that continues to
ensure strong environmental performance at the $ite Chamber believes this is a
crucial project in sustaining local employment,dband regional economic —
benefit, and positive social partner shifts withias sectors of the community.
Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is Shavjunro, who will speak
for five minutes. Is Ms Munro present? Ms Munoedn’t appear to be in the room.
So the next speaker will be Shane Davey, who abk for five minutes.

MR S. DAVEY: My name’s Shane Davey. I'm heresfmeak in support of this, ah
—ah, continuation. Thank the Commissioners ferdpportunity to speak, and
respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Ownershef land where we meet.

With the recent determination to continue operatianRix’s Creek for only a short
nine months, to March 2020, the workers in the whetming majority of the
Singleton community are justifiably anxious abdwe positive progress and the
outcome of this meeting and the proposal at hawlstated in other submissions,
the application is seeking approval to extend thisti@g mining operations until
2038, to increase peak production and recover diti@dal 32 million tonnes of
coal, allowing the remaining resource to be exé@ctThat sounds very much like a
standard mining continuation application, and tineightforward wording, while
necessarily descriptive and precise, falls a loag short of what the prop — what the
proposal fully means to this community, and howdhie— determination should be
judged, in my opinion.
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The Rix’s Creek Continuation of Mining Project shibalso read that they are
seeking permission — approval to extend a decamestiadition of best practice and
community pride; a decades-long commitment to [Boa tradition of proud
community support; and a continuation of striviade the standard-bearers of how
to do things right in a complex and challengingusitly. In my opinion, Rix’s Creek
is not a coal business; it is a people business.

This is a company that fully understands that peapthe community are the

primary — primary reason that they are in businasd,are successful in business. |
believe that being a family company, that operatefam — ah — on family values,

the big decisions and actions are taken from agpsusonal perspective, as much as
regulatory or corporate. In my opinion, this addssiderable additional, if
somewhat intangible, commitment and better outconksvever, when the sum of
all those parts, the eventual outcomes are anglytsese intangibles become very
tangible indeed.

At a local level, I've never heard — I've never lacheard a negative word about
this mine or company. Not even once in the 10oyesars I've been active in this
community. Not from their people, not from the cammity, not from other
businesses. That is unique in Hunter mining inexyerience. They conduct
themselves with rare and outstanding integritye hever known a mining company
that takes its obligations more seriously than dimie, be it potential adverse effects
on near neighbours, Singleton or the environméety tvork to — to do it to the
highest possible standards, 24 hours a day, sewenaiweek.

They have the same approach to the futures ananeeif all who work there, too.
They don't cut corners, and just enough is not gamaligh for this proud family-
owned company. Doing their absolute best has aWwagn their goal. When
workers | know have secured full-time roles, ashal they feel they have secured a
support — a — a spot within the most coveted mioiganisation, and work on the
most coveted mine site in the region, if not thertoy.

Talking to the people from Rix’s Creek, it's thengegne and heartfelt way they share
their story and concerns that shines through,tlsuaifar from only company people
that are supportive, as they are worried. Manyroamity groups couldn’t do what
they do without them. When asked to help, theglyasay no, and in fact jump in to
help, often before it is asked. When | personaint through some difficult times a
few years ago, | can say that without doubt, | wlaiilhave got through it without
the guidance and support of certain Rix’s people.

While 1 don’t — | am a strong supporter of new nsingnd then economic activity
and jobs that come with them, that are well plarsmedi been greenlighted and
developed, I'm an even bigger supporter of sengtdaypned existing operations
extending their productive life. It allows for teeverall development and
disturbance on an already mining-affected land,@mdinued stability for their
workforces and our community.
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Waiting until the eleventh hour is not an optioie came within a week of
hundreds of families losing their livelihoods, amdreat Australian company being
resigned to history. We could not allow this pobje be cornered in activated —
activist-related chaos or red tape delays. It db@satter if you're a supporter or
detractor of mining. The fact is that this uniqnme makes an enormous
contribution at a local — local community, statational and even international level.
And it goes far beyond money. This’ll — and thidl ive the case for the foreseeable
future. And — Rix’s Creek should be a major pesitpart of that future.

Rix’s Creek really is a mine of the highest staddaand should be positively
supported to continue the great work that they db their workforce. The
Singleton community and New South Wales — well,ingnn general. They
generally are a showcase operator for the minidgstry on best practice and
integrity. Thank you.

MS MANSTED: Thank you, Mr Davey. One — Mr Daveguld | just ask you a
question, please. Could I just clarify, what isiybackground and your relationship,
if any, with the Bloomfield Group - - -

MR DAVEY: |- --

MS MANSTED: - --and how are you - - -

MR DAVEY: | publish a local — | publish a - - -

MS MANSTED: How are you - - -

MR DAVEY: | publish a local magazine.

MS MANSTED: Could you just let me finish - - -

MR DAVEY: Sorry.

MS MANSTED: - - - asking the question?

MR DAVEY: Sorry.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. And how — how are youeatn, and what'’s the —
what is your experience with the Bloomfield Groapgd how are you able to talk
about them.

MR DAVEY: |- 1 publish a local magazine, call€@balface, so it's obviously pro
— pro-coalmining. But, um, | — | — I'm strongly fiee— not talking in that capacity.
I’'m here talking as a member of the Singleton comityyum, and as a — an
individual, who has come to know this company, arahd — and possibly, you

know, um, more importantly, people within this canyg, and just the genuine way
that — they’ve influenced my life, in — you known~ways that | won't go into here,
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because of — they're personal, but, you knowHtlwe just found them to be
enormously supportive. They're one of the reasamg— you know, | came from
Sydney about 10 years ago — they’re one of thensashy | continue — just — you
know — this is where | —am. This is my town nowrs-well, it will be in 30 years’
time, if the locals let me — let that, um, be thse

But, um — but it's — yeah. It's just — they're js— they're — | — | just really wanted
to get across the — the difference between — dadstino — no disrespect to any other
mining company, but the difference with — but —whibw they go about business.
You know, um, and it’s the stuff that you hear weeyday conversation, the
conversations that you have with them. There is gou know — there’s no
corporate line, okay?

There’s — you know — this is just a company andekmrce that — that's — that
strive their — their — their best, um — you knoway to day, in — in the mining, but in
the —in — on — at a community level, it's — it#ey're just so important. And if this
mine — if this continuation weren’'t — were to netduccessful, um, I think it would
be an enormous travesty, because you would be kigpokit literally the best of the
best.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is GBéas from Ace Tyres,
Singleton, and Valley Tyres, East Maitland, whal wdeak for five minutes.

MR G. BLAIS: Good afternoon. My name is GregiBlaAs a small business
owner and director in the Singleton area, | supff@tRix’s Creek expansion. | have
worked for over 25 years in the industry which sagcoal and mining. Today |
represent two companies: Ace Tyres, Singletonwfach | am one of the owners,
and Valley Tyres where | am the general manageiley Tyres is also a co-owner
in Ace Tyres, Singleton. Valley Tyres is a fanlysiness now employing three
generations. Next year we will celebrate 50 ye&servicing the Bloomfield

Group.

In our group of tyre companies, we now have oveediployees. Both companies
will rely on the Rix’s Creek expansion to contribub the ongoing viability of the
businesses. We have a wide range of very loyad-term employees within our
tyre group, but we also have many ongoing appreships with a strong focus on
training youth employees. Ace Tyres, Singletomppdies and services the Rix’s
Creek road vehicles, and also many of the staéissgnal vehicles. Valley Tyres
supplies and services the open cut operationsalgodhe Bloomfield workshops
which provide maintenance to the Rix’s Creek Mine.

All our companies’ employees have adhered to thet stork health and safety
policies of the Bloomfield Group. Over the pastyg@rs, neither Denis Wilton nor |
have seen any health issues reported from ounstaking within the coal mines we
contract to. Denis Wilton himself also changees$yon the Bloomfield open cut
mine and started in 1970. Now almost 80 yearshis has never had a health
issue related to working within the coal mine. a&Asontractor to the Bloomfield
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Group, we can state that safety and environmeotali@s are strongly implemented
and enforced. The mine has always presented avsalkéng environment for all our
staff and continue to work closely with the comganio ensure that the work health
and safety policies are implemented and up-to-date.

From a financial point of view, working within tle®al industry has allowed our
small businesses to thrive over the years. Thas, yee will even invest in over
75,000 into solar power for our main buildingsmiay seem ironic that the coal
industry has therefore enabled us to be a greemepany. Without Australia’s coal
and natural resources, our government could notigecsuch generous grants for
solar power and green incentives. Our compansgesslpport over 40 suppliers in
the Singleton and Hunter Valley area. These sapptange from essential
maintenance and transport right down to the lagath supplier. In the Hunter
Valley and especially Singleton, we all need topgupeach other in order to
survive.

The support from the Rix’s Creek expansion wouldeha massive flow-on effect
within the local economy and throughout many srnaflinesses. Everything is
interrelated and it could be said that the samkdoiade from the mine support
moves around many times within the community. n'cstress enough how the
flow-on effect benefits small business right dowa line. Singleton needs this
expansion and the Hunter also needs it. ThanKgoyour time today and | urge all
of you to support this expansion for Singleton #m&lHunter Valley’s future.

MS MANSTED: Thank you. The next speaker is Taopergan who will speak
for five minutes. It doesn’t appear that Tony Liagam is present, so the next speaker
will be Anne-Marie McLachlan who will speak for @&uminutes. Ms McLachlan
doesn’t appear to be present either, so the nesksp will be Robert McLachlan
who is listed to speak for 10 minutes. And théofwling speaker, since Robert
McLachlan does not appear to be present, is DMugehchlan who is listed to speak
for 10 minutes. In that case, | will move on te ftbllowing speaker, which is

Phyllis Setchel from the Mudgee District EnvironrtediGroup — Mudgee District
Environment Group — I'm sorry — who will speak fidd minutes. Ms Setchel
doesn’t appear to be present, so the next speaké&ewAnthony Mason who will
speak for five minutes. Mr Mason, are you ablstémd or would you rather sit?
Yes.

MR A. MASON: No. I'm —yes.
MS MANSTED: You can have my roaming microphond an -

MR MASON: No, I'm quite fine. Thank you, and beé you speculate, Madam
Chair, I'm not going for the sympathy vote. Thiaswan interim fall. Madam Chair,
panel members, ladies and gentlemen, thank yathhéoopportunity to, ah, support
the Rix’s Creek Continuation Project. Ah, by wdyrdroduction, I'm a recently
retired person after 40 years spent working mambipe mining industry and, ah,
specifically, from 1992, in the coal mining indysbased in Singleton. | retired, ah,
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last August from my position, ah, with Glencoretlas director of finance for their
coal assets in Australia. Um, my wife and | haa@ently moved to Nelson Bay,
where I've taken up a role as a poor old pensibngrfor the 26 years from 1992 to
2018, lived and raised three boys in Singleton,relteo of the three boys and their
families still reside.

So why am | speaking? I'm a beneficiary of miniridy family is also, and, as |
believe, most if not all the people in this rooido have an interest, in that my three
children are involved in the mining industry, dilger indirectly, and so continuous
and continuing attacks on the industry affect feydind their life, so that's my
selfish motivation. On a wider point, | think we’all beneficiaries of mining,
whether it be metals, light or power, so, tonigttien you sit down at the table with
warm food in a well-lit place with a knife and fomaaybe we should reflect on
where it comes from. That’s my little, ah, grind the mining industry, where too
often, it seems to me, the industry is demonisepdople with their own agendas.
Whilst | acknowledge that they are not without thggod intentions, this is quite
often exacerbated by unequal reporting in the pradsthe media generally, so there
have been plenty of people willing to denounceitidestry, but | believe supporters
are in the majority.

| also talk to people who increasingly resent logbyups who attend meetings and
often arrive, or in some circumstances don’t arrwigh unsubstantiated and often
spurious claims that further their own agenda &gaurd people’s livelihoods as
dispensable if their own ends are served. Indbrgext, | think it's important that
those people who support mining should say sotlaatts why I'm here. | don’t
think it's a point of contention that the coal irstiy has brought serious economic
benefits to Australia. The communities benefitirthe various programs and
contributions they make, not to mention the — alrys the employment that — that is
brought to Australia by the coal industry.

More specifically, ah, on Bloomfield, | don’'t knaavgreat deal about Bloomfield.
What | do know, though, is, ah, | have worked ie itldustry for a number of
companies, Glencore, Xstrata, BHP, Rio Tinto, earl say that | have had
knowledge, an outsider’s knowledge, of Bloomfiedd in all my dealings with
them and the reputation they have, they have ah@igry, over 75 years, which, for
a coal mining group is quite some time, and ovat time they've developed a
reputation for integrity. They do what they sa@hey’ve developed a reputation as a
good employer. | think the company should be profuithe number of employees
speaking in support today, and as an excellentocatg citizen. I'm aware that the
commission has heard this today, but | just wistake an opportunity to reinforce
the positives and, again, urge your support fompttagect. Thank you.

MS MANSTEAD: Thank you. There’s one questionyou. There’s one question
from the commission.

MR MASON: ..... just ..... fall over here ....yrheautiful assistant. Thanks.
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PROF O'’KANE: Just a question: you said you dénow a lot about the
Bloomfield group, but you obviously know a lot albdlve mining industry and other
companies. You know something about the Bloomfggtslip. Do you — how is it
viewed compared to the other companies, in ternits gfuality of what it does, in
particular the quality of rehabilitation and, utetway it manages environmental
impacts? So how is it viewed from the industry?

MR MASON: | wouldn’t be quite as ebullient as arfeour speakers, and the, um,
owner of Coalface, who said they're the absolut béthe best, but they are very,
very well respected, and they have a — a good nantk,as | said, ah, from doing
what they say, being people to deal with, and ehaad, ah, commercial dealings
with — with Bloomfield, and, ah, as far as theiabilitation, yeah, I think that’s
probably — they are right up there with the — wita best mines.

PROF O'KANE: Okay. Thank you.
MR MASON: Yeah. Thank you.

MS MANSTEAD: Thank you. The next listed speaiseB.F. Atkinson, who's

listed to speak for five minutes. B.F. Atkinsonsibe last speaker on the speaker’s
agenda, so if | can just check that none of thkeeapeakers who had registered to
speak aren’t in the room, and that, um, Beverley&anwWendy Wales, Jan Davis,
Sharon Munroe, Tony Lonergan, AnneMaree McLaugtRiobert McLaughlin,
Daniel McLaughlin and Phyllis Setchell, none ofsaare present? So that
concludes the list of speakers. | might just hawer to the chair to sum up.

PROF O’KANE: All right. 1 might just speak frotrere. Thank you for all for
contributing today. It is very much appreciatdie’ve heard a lot and, um, it's
given us quite a bit to think about. Remembeypii have further submissions,
comments are open until 5 pm on tiedd August, and you can send submissions
either by email or by post, and we look forwaradoeiving them, so, | think, with
that, we’ll, ah, call the meeting closed. Thankyo

RECORDING CONCLUDED [2.21 pm]
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