_AUSCRIPT

FAST PRECISE SECURE

AUSCRIPT AUSTRALASIA PTY LIMITED

ACN 110 028 825

T: 1800 AUSCRIPT (1800 287 274)
E: clientservices@auscript.com.au
W: www.auscript.com.¢

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

TRANSCRIPT IN CONFIDENCE

O/N H-1042683

INDEPENDENT PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING WITH SINGLETON COUNCIL

RE: RIX'S CREEK SOUTH CONTINUATION OF MINING PROJEC T

PANEL: PROF MARY O’KANE
ANDREW HUTTON
TONY PEARSON

ASSISTING PANEL: DENNIS LEE
CALLUM FIRTH

COUNCIL: TONY McNAMARA
JOHN MARTIN OAM
DAN THOMPSON
GODFREY ADAMTHWAITE
TONY JARRETT
SARAH LUKEMAN
MARK IHLEIN
BRIONY O'HARA

LOCATION: SINGLETON CIVIC CENTRE
12 QUEEN STREET
SINGLETON, NEW SOUTH WALES

DATE: 5.30 PM, MONDAY, 29 JULY 2019

IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-1
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited Transcript in Golence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

PROF M. O'KANE: So, um, welcome and thank youdoming in, particularly at
this hour. Um, in starting the meeting, | woukklito acknowledge the Wonnarua
people, the traditional owners of the land, angdap my respects to their elders past,
present and future. As you know, the Bloomfield@r is seeking approval for SSD
6300 to continue open cut mining at Rix’s Creekt8dar an additional 21 years.

My name is Mary O’Kane. | chair the Independerming Commission and | chair
this panel, determining the matter — the Rix’s Rmematter. Joining me are my
fellow Commissioners, Andrew Hutton and Tony Pearsdm, we’re supported by
Dennis Lee and Callum Firth from the Commissionr&geiat.

In the interests of openness and transparencyoageiisure full capture of
information, today’s meeting is being recorded arfdll transcript will be produced
and made available on the Commission’s websitas Mieeting is part of the
Commission’s decision-making process. If you'rkegsa question and are unable to
answer, please feel free to take it on notice,it®@ good idea if you could say
who’s speaking so it goes on to the transcript.’ r@\jast saying welcome with the
formal welcome, but we will now — now sort of starbw you've arrived. Um,
anyway, thank you. Um, we’re particularly gratetiwiSingleton Council for a
couple of things. Um, one is for, you know, giviag these facilities. It was
wonderful to — great place to hold the meeting ypda thank you very much for
that. Um, we’ve — | think you know, ah, that we'sfgoken — the LGA has asked us
to try and use council facilities where we can, amdthink it's a fantastic idea.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Absolutely.

PROF O'’KANE: So you will see us more and moren,ldnd also thank you for
this meeting at late in the day, um, and also themkfor both councillors coming,
the deputy mayor, of course, and um — and the nesmegt — council management.
And that’s another thing the LGA has asked us taadtry and meet with both
groups. So we're —it's a perfect arrangementy@&o— we're really here to hear
you, any comments you would like to make aboutRheés Creek development.

Um, we were lucky to have a meeting with Mark argdtbam last year but — um,
when we were doing the review, but now we're atfih@ determination phase. So,
over to you, | think, unless my fellow Commissianbave anything else to add or

MR A. HUTTON: No, thanks.

MR T. PEARSON: No.

PROF O'KANE: No.

MR M. IHLEIN: Well, if council don’t mind - - -

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: No, no. Do.
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MR IHLEIN: - - - I might just — might just stadff and — and ask councillors, um,
to just chime in as we go. Um, councillors, what ¢oing to do is just talk to the —
talk to the Commission about those — those poirgswere in the roundtable the
other day, just — and expand on them as we go ghroénd councillors are
welcome to chime in as we go, um, to give the Cossion a greater sense of those
issues if and when you feel — feel appropriate.ahd we’ve spoken about this
before. | guess the first point we would makéenettum, Rix’s Creek, as a business
and a mine, um, is a good neighbour to Singletdm, they’ve been in the Singleton
community for a very long time. Um, they conduetrmselves in a — with integrity,
um, in the way in which they — they operate th@emtions, um, and, most
importantly, the way they deal with our communitym, | know a number of the
councillors here are variously involved on previcosimunity consultative
committees, so you might like to make a comment.

PROF O'KANE: Yeah. We’'d — we’d welcome that.

MS S. LUKEMAN: Um, yeah. So Sarah Lukeman, callmrc Um, | have been
initially chair and now just a member of the Rixseek CCC since my election to
council in September 2016. Um, | took over froratthosition from Councillor
Scott, who | know was on the CCC for many yearsd Ainfortunately, is unwell, so
unable to be here. | know she would probablyiikee. Um, yeah, Rix’s Creek is a
small, locally owned, Australian owned company dinployees live and work
locally, um, so they’ve, um — and | think that'taege part of how — of why they are
so engaged - - -

PROF O'KANE: Are they more - - -

MS LUKEMAN: - - - with the local community.

PROF O'KANE: Yeah. Are they more engaged thdmeotnines?

MR McNAMARA: They tend to be more local. A lot the employees here are
more locally based employees.

PROF O'’KANE: Right.

MR McNAMARA: You would agree with that, Sarah?
MS LUKEMAN: Yeah. Look, | haven't got statistios it.
PROF O'KANE: No. It was more of - - -

MS LUKEMAN: But, um - - -

MR McNAMARA: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: They — they tend to be, yeah, lesshoauting - - -
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PROF O’KANE: Yeah.
MS LUKEMAN: - - - from outside the area. But - -
PROF O’KANE: Uh - - -

MS LUKEMAN: That's, | guess, more anecdotal. Ylaso seem to have a lot of
long-term — but a lot of - - -

MR McNAMARA: Mmm.

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: A lot of the mining companies do - -

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, but — but, | guess, the managetrane local.
PROF O'KANE: Yes. Yes.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, which is less regular.

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: You know, a lot of the employees querators are - - -
PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - long-term from all of the minebut — but not necessary all
the management.

MR McNAMARA: Mmm.
MS LUKEMAN: So there’s, um, a consistency - - -
PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: - - -in operation that you don’t nessarily get with the large
multinationals.

MR JARRETT: Anecdotally, um, from people thattgahat mine, it's a good mine
to get ajob at. They are, you know, really entstsc and that's — you know, quite
happy to actually get employment there.

PROF O'’KANE: That's interesting so compared te tithers, particularly.
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MR T. JARRETT: Yeah. Uh, yeah. So - - -
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Doesn’'t seem to be as traami
MR JARRETT: Mmm.

PROF O'’KANE: Mmm.

MR JARRETT: And that's what Sarah was saying - -
PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MR JARRETT: - --thatyou're there. You tendstay there. You don’t tend to

MS LUKEMAN: They seem to be very happy and coneditemployees - - -
PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: Definitely. And - - -

MR McNAMARA: It---

MS LUKEMAN: There does, um — | mean, each CCG@ifferent. The issues are
different. It's got, they’'ve got different members-

PROF O’KANE: | was going to come to that - - -
MS LUKEMAN: - - - who raise different - - -
PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: Different concerns so it's very hatd compare and | don'’t sit on
any other CCC, but, um, when issues are raiseygréheery responsive. Um, they —
it's quite surprising, but every night they havenstody sitting out in a vehicle with
noise monitoring, um, and they’re very reactivdney model — and if they’re where
the noise is going to go, they control their opergtyou know? Sorry — they plan
the operation to minimise the noise, um, but iféhis a complaint, um, you know,
they get out there. They're monitoring it, um, dhdt feeds back into their model as
well. So they’re validating that model constantiy - - -

PROF O’KANE: | mean, how do people think about’'RiCreek with regard to
noise and air quality given it's relatively clogethe town? | mean, is, are people
cross with it? Happy with it?

MS B. O'HARA: Um, they seem to be more proactivan reactive.
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PROF O'KANE: Mmm.
MS O’'HARA: They seem to be on it before theraisissue.
PROF O'’KANE: Right.

MS O’'HARA: But that’s just a general consenswsrfrthe community that I've,
that I've had.

MR J. MARTIN: Could I - - -

MR D. THOMPSON: |- 1can speak on the air qualit -

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR MARTIN: [want - - -

PROF O'’KANE: Yeah, please.

MR MARTIN: Yeah. John Martin. I'm councillorpfmer ..... twice and, er, I've
been trying to work out in my mind when Rix’s Craalde application for the, the
mine just over the, the ridge, the first - - -

PROF O'’KANE: The north - - -

MR MARTIN: Development, yeah.

PROF O’KANE: Rix’s Creek North.

MR MARTIN: | can’t remember when it was. It musive been in the eighties
some time — '83/84, somewhere around there — andhhld an inquiry here.

PROF O’KANE: Mmm.

MR MARTIN: And | was a councillor and | attenddt five days’ hearings and so
on, so I'd like to pick up and expand on what, aoyncillor Lukeman has said
about the company. | — 1 knew of the company Blbela before they made
application for the Rix’s Creek Mine. They wereSaw Milligan, the company |
managed.

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR MARTIN: Um, purchased a sawmill from them,la@ known them for a

fairly long time. And picking up on what has allgdbeen said, but I'll repeat: a
private company, a family-owned company, and ofjletanding. And the thing that
I've found over the many years that the manageinasteen stable. Of course,
there’s been changes over that period of timethmithanagement’s always been
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very stable, and Mr Richards and the family hawe, know, they — they’re known

to me and to us. The inquiry back in the eightvas — | think it was five days, and it
was sort of one of the first developments veryelmsthe town because it’s just
across the ridge.

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR MARTIN: And I can remember the inquiry and #@nditions that were put on
the mining company and, and the questions andshimeg were asked back at that
time and from memory they’ve complied with as kibsty can with the suppression
watering, good management, always been good c#ittethe town. And, in that
respect — and, you know, | would firmly support atiangly support any
development that they wished to go into becausa/¢ ltonfidence in the company
and the people who run it.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.
MR THOMPSON: | can comment on the air qualityuess
PROF O'KANE: Yeah. Yeah. That will be good.

MR THOMPSON: Dan Thompson, Singleton councillém also on the Upper
Hunter Air Quality Alliance. As a mine closesttt@ town, um, we have very few
complaints about their, ah, discharges in comparismthers within the — within our
local government area. The fact that they're @nrtbrth-western side of the
community, um, would indicate, with prevailing wedy winds, that we would, ah,
normally have issues.

PROF O'KANE: Exactly, yes.

MR THOMPSON: But with, ah, the last quarterlyh; the thing is | forgot to bring
them with me, but Singleton had less, um, daysxoéeding some of the PM10s last
—in, ah, in the last quarter, which was the, atymn quarter for 2019. Then, um,
other sites, ah, Merriwa is the indicator site-fer

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR THOMPSON: - - - the Hunter Valley, coming mom the western ..... and
Merriwa had, ah, one more day of, ah, PM10 excesstathan Singleton did, which
is fairly major testament to, um, their care anddh, and | know that they work
with, ah, the OEH and things on, ah, the — the pigibability days and
modifications and — ah, of their practices, so, @B&H had been trying to do a
modelling - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yes.
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MR THOMPSON: - - - um, that would indicate thairtorrow is going to be a high
dust day, so can you bring your equipment off tigl lvalk and you stop blasting
..... and for — from my experience on the Upper tduAir Quality Alliance, there’s
been no issues with that — that particular miné wibse issues.

PROF O'KANE: That's good. With the ones wherel'ye got more issues, is it
that management’s a bit less responsive, a bitvdksg to work in with — what sort
of distinguishes the —is it - - -

MR THOMPSON: Once again, anecdotally - - -

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR THOMPSON: - - -um, yeah, that — that doesegppto be the case.
PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: Um, different — different people aey, ah, as third parties
have said, Bloomfield tend to be proactive in gettout there, um, so, ah, whereas
other mines are reactive. They want the neighbtoutall them where the noise is
coming from and then they’ll make the adjustmefftesraards, and it — you know,
um, from my experience, that’s things, and, lilsaild, from an air quality point of
view, um, North Singleton, which is just monitoriagpund there, is — is a higher
dust level than the community itself - - -

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.
MR THOMPSON: - - - but nowhere near as bad asteawell - - -
PROF O'’KANE: Yeah.

MR THOMPSON: - - - so it's not feeding in frontleer the southerly direction or —
or the westerly direction. They appear to be - - -

PROF O'KANE: Tell us — yeah, tell us a bit motmat Camberwell, because it
gets raised quite a bit over this — it's the mugtimine effect, is it?

MR THOMPSON: Yep. There’s — there’s, ah, anéssith, um, basically a
community which is surrounded, so no matter whiely the wind blows, they're
going to get it, um, and there — there is an acdatiom, ah, of, um, sort of dust
iIssues, um, that - - -

PROF O’KANE: At Camberwell?

MR THOMPSON: Well, yeah, if you want to go ont@t um, EPA’s website, um,
all those reports are available.
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PROF O’KANE: Yeah, | know.
MR THOMPSON: Okay.

PROF O'’KANE: | have seen them. | just— becatisdandy to have it
summarised by somebody who knows. Yes.

MS O’HARA: Madam Chair, if | could just add to ahl was saying before, um, |
also had been a, um, for some years a resident - -

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MS O'HARA: - - - of Hambledon Hill and Mason Dieuwea.

PROF O’KANE: Right, yes.

MS O'HARA: Yep.

PROF O'’KANE: Of course. Mason Dieu is the otheyone, isn't it?

MS O’'HARA: Yes, so just on the community sidetlohgs, | would have had
probably three times as much communication fronisRBreek as a — either a mail-
out or a call or something to let me know that ¢hwas something happening than |
would, from the mines that are out a little bitther. So - - -

PROF O'’KANE: That's interesting.

MS O'HARA: So there — and that’s one of the tharlgat I'm saying about the
proactivity, is that they want to make sure evedyi® communicated to and knows
exactly what's happening.

PROF O'KANE: Thank you. That's — yes.

MR G. ADAMTHWAITE: I'm Godfrey Adamthwaite. I'ma councillor at
Singleton. I've been on council since 2008, sithafse years as the deputy mayor,
and | also live probably five or six kilometres awfeom this mine as the crow flies.
And | can honestly say that | have never had onet-ene communication from any
member of the public in regards to complaining dtiRin’'s Creek. When they were
on — when they were on the other side of the highwad now on the side that
they're on. I've been in Singleton a long time awé known management from,
uh, that particular time and they’'ve always beesyéda get along with. Easy to talk
to. And sometimes I've — or some cases | have beme than just an acquaintance
or a colleague. I've been a friend, ah, one ofgdweeral manager, Reggie Crick.

I had the opportunity to go to work for Reg dowrBilmomfield, down near East
Maitland, but | was happy where | was. And, aisejas mentioned that, um, the
workforce are happy to be there. | wouldn’t sa@ per cent are happy, but the
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majority, it was a — a lifelong job. If you gotihere it was either you were known
by someone that worked there, you were the sonragésne that worked there, or
some other relation. And at one time, 80s, 9@ etlwas a waiting list for people to
work there under those circumstances.

PROF O'’KANE: So if you had to rank mines in teraigjood behaviour to the
community, are they right at the top or is therg atlher — any other of the mines
that’s really good to deal with?

MR ADAMTHWAITE: The — well, I'm — I’'m currently anember of five CCCs.
PROF O’KANE: Oh, right. Well, you're in a greabsition to - - -

MR ADAMTHWAITE: Ah, in those CCCs, the majority@Glencore.

PROF O’KANE: Mmm.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: The — Yancoal.

PROF O’KANE: Yes.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: And I think that’s it. Ashton’syancoal ..... Peabody, .....
Peabody, but it's part of asoontobea- - -

PROF O'KANE: Yep.
MR ADAMTHWAITE: - - - combined entity.
PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: And as well as — | wouldn’t answé the way you've
asked the question to be answered.

PROF O'’KANE: All right. That'’s fair.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: Butthey're a family set up. Tlyére always been a family
set up, and you could feel that when you went theerasit. So, basically, all I'm
saying is they’'ve been — they’'ve been an asséilisc-tthis town.

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: But in respects to the Glencorasd the Yancoals, and then
to the Bloomfields, and it's to do with size.

PROF O’KANE: Yep.
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MR ADAMTHWAITE: Bloomfield doesn’t put as muchtmthe town as Glencore
on the monetary side of things.

PROF O'KANE: Yep.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: But that's — you know, you canitally use that as a — as a
weight — weighting measure.

MR MARTIN: John Martin again. | — it might lodie as if I'm taking up a
supportive role tonight, but | can confirm what @&eg has said. And — and I've had
a long experience with the mining industry in towAnd, uh, | wouldn’t — |

wouldn’t answer your question by, you know, pickimgners, but | can tell you,

with a lot of experience with dealing with all ¢fet companies, and I'm talking about
— | first went on to council in 1965 and that wasry before too many coal mines.
So I've been there and, uh, spoken with them arld the officers of council and the
— and the general manager. But | would support ualfrey has said and — and I'd
put Bloomfield up there with the people who werdoome to come to a meeting.

PROF O’KANE: Thank you.

MR HUTTON: [I've just got a question for — genegaiestion about the future
growth opportunities for Singleton and whether thiatld be to the north and
therefore bring more people closer to the site.atglthe general long-term strategy
for growth of Singleton?

MR IHLEIN: 1—1might — might answer that, um -
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah.

MR IHLEIN: Remiss of me not to say my name, M#xlein, Director of Planning
of Singleton Council. Commissioner, the — this wadgssue that we've worked
closely with Rix’s Creek over many years with thisject and hand in hand with
them with our future planning of our Singleton moarea to the extent that we got to
a point where with the information that Rix’s Crae&re providing from a noise
modelling point of view, we’ve been able to vergailly articulate in our strategic
planning where we can have residences that areleariy not — not likely to be
impacted by — by noise moving forward outside efémvelope of impact from the
mine. Um, because as the town grows, we do neeantinue to grow up to the
north alongside the railway line which does brioghe — some residential areas
potentially a little bit closer to — to the miniadfectation. However, where we
currently stand, we — we have no issues with thdtaur strategic planning will
accommodate that quite — quite comfortably.

MR HUTTON: Mmm — and in the direction of Maisorel, is there growth
projected that way, either in a commercial, indakgense or residential sense?

MR IHLEIN: Ah, more so from an industrial sense.
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MR HUTTON: Yeah.

MR IHLEIN: Um, we've — we’ve got — there’s quigebit of, um, already zoned
industrial land that, um, in time, we’d hope woblel developed. Um, you know, we
— we think that is a comfortable — comfortableafith basically mined buffer land.

MR HUTTON: Mmm.

MR IHLEIN: In actual fact, half of that land istaially land — it was previously,
um, buffer land that ..... Creek were involvedhaand, um — um — they were part of
that consorting to develop that industrial landitsoa good — it's a good, um — ah —
good — good focus on what can be done in minednedibuffer land as mines - - -

MR HUTTON: Yeah.

MR IHLEIN: - - - move away, um, and also providephysical buffer for the town
area with industrial developments for the mine af.wUm, so in terms of other
residential development, we — we do have some high,density residential
development earmarked, um, across, um, in Single#tow Maison Dieu, however,
that area be well and truly out of any — any likielffjuence of — of coalmining from
Rix’s Creek or anybody else, so, um, we think wevedl placed from a strategic - - -

MR HUTTON: Yeah.

MR IHLEIN: - - - planning point of view with thenine moving forward.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Yeah.

MR HUTTON: Perhaps a continuation of the questimaming is a temporary land
use. One day it will finish. Um, the Singletonu@ail’s thoughts around the
potential post-mining land use opportunities fattkite, given its proximity to the
town and any other comments - - -

MR IHLEIN: Yeah.

MR HUTTON: - - - around post-mining land use.

MR IHLEIN: Yeah.

MR HUTTON: Or closure.

MR IHLEIN: So | — I might hand over to my countil maybe make a comment in
a moment. Um, that that is a subject that we'veubject matter that we've had
ongoing conversation with Rix’s Creek about and/theegot ..... to talk to us more

deeply about that.

MR HUTTON: Mmm.
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MR IHLEIN: 1think it's fair to say at this minetwe — we really haven’t, um, come
to a conclusion to what that looks like. What -aiwve have done is through this
process and making submissions to planning onpoatential, um, conditions should
that go that way that, um, we've asked, um, plagais well as the — the — the Rix’s
Creek to actually develop with us on energy stiatetpr that site early on in the
process and before they get too much in the misiaghat we’re not, you know,
fixed with, um — not so much the mining, um, arfeat t of impact, but certainly
further on with — with rehab and those sorts afiglsi We want to have the
conversation about ..... land use before they'rdded to that and we understand
that’s a bit problematic with the way in which, utine process is set up with
Government and mine rehab plans and those sotténgfs, but, um —um, it's a
conversation we're having and | understand planairgve’ll — we’ll recommend a
consent condition that that accommodates that @maires - - -

PROF O'KANE: Maybe - - -

MR IHLEIN: - - - a strategic land use exercise.

PROF O’KANE: That would be very helpful for usyibu could - - -
MR IHLEIN: Yeah. Um, we - - -

PROF O'’KANE: - - - maybe send that in, um, beeaws, you know, would like
very much to be able to take your views into coasation with any - - -

MR IHLEIN: Yeah.
PROF O'’KANE: - - - any conditions.

MR IHLEIN: TI'll forward it on to the CommissionerWe — we actually sent it to
Planning in March.

PROF O'KANE: So maybe we have it, but | don’t-- -
MR IHLEIN: I'd be surprised if you didn’t, butll’— I'll forward it on.

PROF O'KANE: We — we probably do and I've somehmovgsed, but | thought |
would have picked it up or something.

MR IHLEIN: Yeah. Yeah.
PROF O'KANE: Anyway.

MR IHLEIN: Um - - -

PROF O'KANE: [I'll —we’ll let you know if we dort’have it. That’s the easiest
way - - -
IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-13
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MR IHLEIN: No problems. No problems. Um, wheatleeuncillor - - -

MR MARTIN: Well, as a — as a councillor, | — Irag with where we’re going and
—and, ah, what Mark has spoken about. And, umkyow, | — | can see in the
future where, ah, we need to put this, ah, fairyyi\as a priority and — and that’s
been done. We’'ve had submissions and motiongfeseht organisations and
conferences and so on. But — but I'd just likeato, only very briefly say that the
rehabilitation that I've seen, and | have seewéra long period of time, ah, it's
never enough. We — we know all that.

But the rehabilitation that I've seen has been detie.

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MR MARTIN: And — and I'll cite two examples. Them — the, um, mining
companies, um — um, mined the, ah, Hunter RivessEalLemington.

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR MARTIN: And they built a — a, um, a wall todqe the river out in flood time.
All that sort of stuff. That's when rehabilitatbdck into good, ah, cattle country.
The other part is at — um — at Bayswater — the Ist@ae at Bayswater and that
property was a sheep property and — and you wekgy ko run rabbits on it. That's
what it was like. But the rehabilitated areas ¢hae now, ah, grasslands with trees.

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.
MR MARTIN: So I've seen it happen and that's atth what | would support.

PROF O'’KANE: And what would be ideal with regdodrehab for Rix’s Creek? |
mean, ideal in terms of what you want it to lodelat the end, ideal in terms of how
fast the rehab should happen.

MR McNAMARA: Mmm. ['ll put my two bobs worth othat.
PROF O'KANE: Mmm, please.

MR McNAMARA: Tony McNamara. Um, I've been on tiséngleton council

since 1999 and, ah, I've been the chairman of nanse€CCs over 10 years, but, ah,
I've stepped aside to let these new people hawe mguding Bulga, Mount

Thorley, Warkworth. Um, | have a strong opiniormabrehabilitation and I've kept
my eye on Lindfield’s work at the — | — | think ththere’s two things that we've
really missed — the Americans have shown us hayotoThat is, there’s no question
about what your final land form should be. It skidoe a replica of what it was
before you started. That to me is what Americasdaey, very well. There doesn’t
seem to be any great difficulty for them to do it.
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There’s no problem with the price of coal as yon see because of that so — the
other thing that we seem to miss in rehabilitabbooal country is that we don’t
irrigate the trees. We plant seed or we plantlsegsdand it's done reasonably well.
Topsoil is too thin because there’s not much ahi the coal luckily in most of the
areas and the Warkworth coalfields and others aftwne, the — the coal footprint is
not in, um, very fertile soil and consequently, yeugot thin topsoil, if any, at some

So what | saw from 2000 to 2012 was rehabilitatd@s done at a very partial rate to
re-opening of new land. So, for example, Mountrldyoonce had 14 hectares of
rehabilitation in that particular year, but 130 taees of new work opening. The
trees were planted, um, and there’s saplings dessr little fellows like this.
There was a bad drought and they all died, bygpeared to me — and | might be
very wrong, but | still have this opinion — it agped to me that the mounding was
done, the top soil was spread, the plantings wene.d The EPA came along, “So
that's done. That's done. That's done.” TickndAhat was it. It's done and that’s
the end of it. It's never touched again. Thoseinus that that I'm talking about are
still bare hills and no follow up, no rehabilitatiof the failed rehabilitation. And
that seems to be right across the board in Auatrali

As far as Bloomfield, | think they are by far th@shtrusted coal mine in our Local
Government area. Some of them are trusted monedters. One or two are not
trusted at all, but I'm talking about the geneminenunity, not me personally. We
get a lot of, ah — lot of complaints about dushfrihe big mines and the community
has it in their head, and | know where it came frtdmt when the dust rises above
the wheels of the machines, they’re supposed todgwn.

The community has had that thought for 30 yearsdbasn’'t happen. But at
Bloomfield, it does. When the dust that is goio@gffect Singleton Heights Public
School or other things in the community that aveny up there, they do things about
it, so | understand from what | just heard ther®ieeand before that, they adjust
their machines to different sites on the mine. yTth@ not want to upset the people at
Singleton Heights - - -

PROF O'’KANE: Mmm.

MR McNAMARA: - - - and they do whatever it takésappears, to keep them
happy, to keep the dust out of their homes anatépkhe noise low. And generally
speaking, I'm not an expert, but from what | cae, ke rehabilitation is sound.
PROF O'’KANE: Thank you, Tony.

MS LUKEMAN: Sarah Lukeman here.

PROF O'KANE: Yeah. Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: | don’t mind — if you don’t mind meust jumping in.
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PROF O’KANE: No. Of course not.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, the — in terms of final land usan, there’s a few issues.
Obviously, from the community’s perspective, itatjust one mine. It's the

cumulative impacts of all the mines and so withglaa that has gone forward, it is —

there is a concern about final voids.

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: So, um, whilst I'm — I’'m supportiverothe whole, ah, the fact that

our Government — or State Government allows - - -

PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - final voids is — is, in my opian, a failure of the system.
PROF O'KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, but what Rix’s Creek has put foavd is — meets the

requirements, so, um, so that's a — a disappointthenre. Um, it's some time since
I've looked at it, but my recollection is that withe new extension that the final void

is actually smaller than the - - -
PROF O'’KANE: Mmm.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - what is currently approved, & — it's — it's an
improvement over what would happen if - - -

PROF O’KANE: And there’s only one instead of two.
MS LUKEMAN: Yeah. Yes.
PROF O'’KANE: Yeah. That came out of the revievieah.

MS LUKEMAN: Yeah. It's —there’s a bit of a traeff there. So one less final
void, ah, rather than two. That's — that is anfiovement for - - -

PROF O’KANE: But still - - -

MS LUKEMAN: - - - for the community. But it igtil a void which is, | think,
what - - -

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Which is not confined to Rix'€reek either.
MS LUKEMAN: - - - Councillor McNamara - - -

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: But it's everywhere.
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MS LUKEMAN: Ah, that’'s what I'm saying.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Right —it’s right around our — LGA.
PROF O'KANE: Yeah. No. No. We absolutely - - -

MS LUKEMAN: But it's a bigger issue than just RaxCreek.
PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, and in the scheme of things, RixCreek is nowhere near the
biggest and the most - - -

MS LUKEMAN: - - - you know - - -

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - the longest to reach equilibniy etcetera.

PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MR HUTTON: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: So — so the void is — is one issuattthat the community as a
whole, | guess, is — is not happy with, but that$ unique to Rix’s Creek. Um, in
terms of the other area for final land use, I, uirbelieve you had on your site tour
last year, you went out and saw the old Coke Ovens

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR HUTTON: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - which were built around the 18& I've been out there as
well. Um, and they’re quite amazing - - -

PROF O'KANE: They are, aren’t they?
MS LUKEMAN: - - - in their size.
PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: The fact that there was a communifyower 1000 people living
there.

PROF O’KANE: Was it? | didn't realise that.

MR HUTTON: Yeah.
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MS LUKEMAN: Yeah.
PROF O'KANE: Yeah.
MS LUKEMAN: It was a — it was a massive — masavea. And, um, | do know —
| don’t think it's included in the plan, um, whidhhink is a — actually a — something
they could’ve put a bit more on — in on, but, uhgt are planning to maintain —
improve the maintenance on them because theyhmey+e looking pretty rough at
the moment and there’s - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - very few that aren’t damagetllm, but at closure, that could
be turned into actually an industrial heritage.site

PROF O'’KANE: Yes. Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, there’s talks of — of bushwalks and, um, | — | think that’s a
fantastic opportunity - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - as afinal land use for part thle area.

PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: And, um, and the CCC is talking.

PROF O'KANE: Well, that’s good.

MS LUKEMAN: We've — we've talked about that.

PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: About the Coke Ovens, um, for thatitkas | say, | think that's —
that’'s missing. So that’'s — that’'s something tHatow the management of Rix’s
Creek, um, are personally very attached to thatduer - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - and maintaining it and seeirgat they don’'t damage it
through their operation, um, and passing it badgkéocommunity at — at closure.
It's not something that the community can accesisiieir operating because of
the proximity to the operation. Um, so it's notrsgthing that’s a short-term thing,

but — but long-term, um, I think there’s great pui@ for that because it’s a fairly
unique, um, site, two different styles. Um, theyrot all beehives.
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PROF O’KANE: Yeah.

MS LUKEMAN: Um, so — so really interesting. Wgdllfind interesting. I'm an
engineer, so - - -

PROF O'KANE: No. We — we found them interesting.

MS LUKEMAN: Yeah. Um, and, ah, | had no idearthe/as — it was such an old
operation there, so, um — so that’'s — that’'s a gaakcan be used. Another thing is
the revegetation at Rix’s Creek, we’ve been usiogdiids for a very long period of
time, which a lot of other mine sites ..... onlgenrtly been picking up. The other
thing that Rix’s Creek has been doing for a venglperiod of time is running cattle
on their reveged areas, and there are studieathdteing conducted now on some of
the larger mine sites, are putting cattle intortheveg areas, and that's really good,
but Rix’s Creek has been doing that — I'm not stitts decades but they're doing it
for a very long period of time. They haven't go¢tpapers and studies out there but
they’'ve actually been doing it, so they just seerguietly get on and do stuff.

So they're actually — they run cattle. They maniagfeemselves. A lot of the larger
mining companies, running cattle is not a coreness, so they don’t do it. Rix’s
Creek, they — the management actually, you knogy, go and sell the cattle and the
sale yards. It's part of the business. So in seofmext land use, they are already
themselves utilising the buffer lands reveged aamasmanaging them for
agriculture. So whether it is all agriculture at,nas | say, | think there’s a great
potential for a heritage precinct, but | do beli¢gvat Rix’s Creek, their revegetation
is more than appropriate for an agricultural posiing land use over the majority of
the site other than the void.

And then the next step on from reveg and rehabtisally relinquishment, which
doesn't get talked about so much; doesn’t hapgey much in New South Wales.
And | think, again, with the smaller family ownedngpany living locally there’s a
greater trust that the relinquishment process carally be managed through — that
they won't sell off their obligations to manage s post-mining operation, will
actually see through the post-mining managemetitthel can relinquish the
mining lease. And I think that focusing on thenmglishment of the mining lease
and the management of that period, which can bengsas the mine operation, that
is something that isn’t focused on enough by theegament, and there’s far too
many mines who, once operation has ceased, thegldeheir rights to the mine,
handed it over to somebody else to operate andedallvay and they have no
further presence in the area, which | don't belithay should be allowed to do that.

PROF O'’KANE: On that, | mean, there is no — theepgobably very few other
places in the world apart from Singleton that cagilee an informed answer to the
next thing I'm going to raise, which is, given tthecarbonising of the economy, the
chances of coal being out of the money at some pothe term of this mine
extension is high, and as a council it must be $limg you think about, what
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happens if you end up with early closure or sonmgthiMaybe you could help us
frame the way we should think about it.

MR THOMPSON: Yes. Right.

MS LUKEMAN: Do you want to go first or do you --
MR THOMPSON: Yes, | will go first.

MS LUKEMAN: All right.

MR THOMPSON: Sarah and | are involved in anotjreup which is called .....
Renewal.

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: Which is a group of citizens thas hlae orbit to encourage all
aspects of society, from the State Government tiraa just the general people in
the street, to start to look at and start to tlah&ut planning a post-mining economy
for the Hunter Valley.

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: To this point in time, two weeks atfte joint organisation with
Hunter Council has adopted the policy of going taasition academy.

PROF O’KANE: Right.

MR THOMPSON: And I think we will still progressd part of the advocacy role
..... council has been that whilst, ah, the Statee@ment is reaping the rewards of
the mining industry, it's now the time to startgian for, um, what can replace it
within the ..... it's nice to say, yes, we’re goitogreturn this to a grazing property
but, you know, a place like the Mount Thorley which employs 1300 people, ah,
would go back to — to two families.

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: And from a community point of viethat means a massive
impost as far as schools, hospitals and the rasto€oncerned. So | think it's
important for us as a group, um, and to start ittktbout that and to advocate for
some form of transition. Um, to that end, um, tlesincil put a funding model to the
Local Government Association meeting two yearsasyto how that could be — ah,
findings be put together and the fact that, umnopé mining areas should be
looked at as a total entity rather than just alsirga conglomeration of individual
leases. There is the Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue.

PROF O'KANE: Yes. Yes. |was just thinking tfyes.
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MR THOMPSON: Yes. lItis the Upper Hunter MiniBgalogue which sort of
works together. It's —it’s really — it's a stapthe right direction, but it's not
resourced.

PROF O’KANE: No.

MR THOMPSON: You know, it's got - - -

PROF O’KANE: | do know.

MR THOMPSON: It's got a couple of people therel éimey’re doing a really good
job and they’re trying to ..... but, you know — Ifidm my point of view, and | can
only sort of speak as a person here, | believevibadre — the State Government has
been taking a lot of money out of the ..... andmoposal was that the levy that was
previously put on open cut mining for support timahe subsidence ..... which was
removed July last year.

PROF O’KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: Should’ve been transferred into Aeofund which we’'ll still be
looking at, um, ah, repairing and, ah, developindle land that was, ah, affected by
an open cut mine. To that extent that was prohallyaverage, about $20 million a
year over — over the life of the things which wbbhve given us a fairly substantive
base on which to develop other alternatives.

PROF O'’KANE: So that's wonderful and very helpfWhat would you then say

to us with, you know, should we approve this extamsabout conditions on issues
like rehab or whatever? How do we, you know, takéehis into account?

MR THOMPSON: It's an —it's an extremely difficudne because - - -
PROF O'KANE: We know.

MR THOMPSON: You're - - -

PROF O'KANE: That's why I'm asking.

MR THOMPSON: You're looking at individual mines.

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: And bits and pieces ..... look - - -

MR McNAMARA: Can |- - -

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-21
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MR THOMPSON: But one of the — yeah, just fromeagonal point of view, I'd
love that perhaps one of the final uses and — wbelds an Australian sculpture park
..... thing. Along the lines of when you go to Beo Hill and you see - - -

MR McNAMARA: Lots of sculptures.
MR THOMPSON: - - - their sculpture park - - -
PROF O'KANE: Yes. Yes.

MR THOMPSON: And you see the vistas and things,ifove were to — had
somebody that was actually - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MR THOMPSON: - - - putting final landforms togetrand things and ..... if we
had the ability to purchase and put it here asiagbthing at the end of Hunter
Valley Gardens there and Australian Sculpture Park, and that’s a final — final
use of things. But there’s lots of ideas; that® a personal one of mine. Other
people have spoken about motorsport parks andubitpieces. I'll shut up now and
let everybody else.

MR McNAMARA: Well, we have to remember, Dannydalve listened very
carefully to what you said, but this council closedl1-kilometre road called
Wallaby Scrub Road, which no doubt you've heard of.

PROF O’KANE: | haven't.

MR McNAMARA: You haven't. There was a lot of hiimy assessment
commission work done on that, and basically thalfihistle came to the State
Government, of course, but this council voted tiselit. Now, by doing that at the
time, I'm not sure that we had skate parks andpsore parks and wonderful artistic
things in mind. What we did was open up the Molimtrley Warkworth or the
Warkworth sector of the Mount Thorley Mine — Modritorley Warkworth Mine to
give it the capacity to open cut from the Putty &ea-

PROF O'KANE: Yes. Yes. Now | know what you’isking about, yes.

MR McNAMARA: - - - of the Golden Highway to the dllombi Brook. So it's
already the biggest mine in the Hunter Valley aod iit’'s going to be probably one
of the biggest mines in Australia with the exceptad a couple in Central
Queensland. There’s not much room for anything Erzaany has just said there to
make it beautiful in the end because it’s just bek of a hole. It's 400 metres deep.
400 metres deep and miles across and miles — amtksniles long. And with the
sale of the Wallaby Scrub Road it goes too. Som8fties below the — where the
Wallaby Scrub Road was it would be the bottom efpitt. There ain’t much chance
of rehabilitating the — anything. You can't fitlwith water.
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MR ADAMTHWAITE: There’s no water to fill it with.

MR McNAMARA: There’s no water to fill it with. Tat's correct, Godfrey, but it's
just impossible to clean that water to the poinemehyou could have agua activities.
It's saline and toxic — the water — and I'm tola@n't be fixed. So what the future
holds with the decarbonisation of the economy, ynapinion we will still be mining
coal here in many, many, many decades time be¢hasmal is here and it will still
be creating a mess and we will still be arguinguatb@w to make better our
rehabilitation. The best way to make better ohaldlitation is to plant and irrigate
something that’s going to grow.

The cattle thing — I'm a cattle man. | underst#melcattle industry very, very well —
I hope. The cattle thing is nice to look at bu#lleit’s a bit of a false economy there
with the amount of fertilisers that's pumped orfte areas of rehabilitation to make
cattle grow and to grow bone out and to fatterefareeds anything that you will see
on cattle stations. It's a massive amount of ¢hatis put in there to make it
appealing. So | don't think that we’re going t@ $eo0 many recreational facilities in
50 years time on open-cut cuts.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: Just further to that, | don’t kwo whether when |
introduced myself before — | worked all of my lifecoal mines.

PROF O’KANE: Yes.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: Left school and went through begjran electrician all the
way through to mine manager — underground coallsnastl open-cuts for a short
while so | know what goes on in coal mining. Thathe thing | do know; open-cuts
not as much as underground. Going back to sewentseventies, eighties, early
eighties | travelled from Cessnock backwards amgdieds to Liddell and watched —
but watched two power stations get built and waddBestains open-cut start. It was
like a moonscape where they finished along thdtway and it was like that until

the 90s.

And the company that was working for me doing sevek on our mine site at
Liddell went from us over to Costains and rakedhteap down and made it a bit
more presentable. In my mind that was the fidte-first bit of rehabilitation that |
had seen or heard of in the Hunter proper. Nowahlkeabout some mines do it
better these days than others. They all talk ¢t @@her. Been on five different
CCCs. | getinvolved with — well, that's — thatteore or less what we’re there for.
It's environmental things and maybe an exceedameeblast exceeds the noise,
exceeds in dust — whatever — that's what we tatluabnd that’'s what we look at.
We go and have a look around to see how their reshgbing. All of them are doing
it good — some a little bit better than others.

Mangoola is up here — that's the mine near Denmidu@y:re doing it the best. So
everyone is aiming to be like them. Final voidghabilitation and final voids in the
approvals in the mine — in the plan, the mine —-nloek mine management plan, the
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— there is conditions put on for them to follow \eh+ while the mine is proceeding
and they have got to keep up with the rehabilitatie the mine moves forward, as
we all know. That's done. That’s done and dustEdey’re doing that. And they
don’t normally — I've got to contradict you heretlbblknow the place you were
talking about — they don’t normally leave knobst thas died off. If something dies
off they go back and they will do it again. That’s-

MR McNAMARA: Where? Where?

MR ADAMTHWAITE: That's today.

MR McNAMARA: Where?

MR ADAMTHWAITE: That'’s today.

MR McNAMARA: Go for a drive down Brant Road, mate

MR ADAMTHWAITE: No, well, I'm talking about ....and ..... that way.
MR McNAMARA: Yes.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: Anyway. All right. But my mindis the same as the
counsellor sitting next to me; is my — mind — fimaids will still be talking about
using the ..... about, whatever you like, we’llthiking about final voids in 50 years
time. |1 won’t be here for it.

MR THOMPSON: The difficulty is ..... area will ha at least 13 final voids - - -
PROF O’KANE: |- no, I've seen the picture.

MR THOMPSON: - - - some of which will take a tisaund years to fill with
hypersaline water. That represents a huge rigthetéiunter Valley and the State
economy if that hypersaline water was somehow tange the ground water or into
the aquifers. | don’t think it's fully understody any means and it's a —it's a real
worry and that’s one of the reasons why | tendugapsrt everybody else that final
voids are to be avoided if we possibly can.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: And even if the final voids — wich would be the ultimate
— all final voids to be filled, there would stilelihe problems of water building up in
..... dirt because you’re not going to compaak it was originally. You're always
going to have this. As long as you've got a cealrs involved in it, you're going to
have saline water. You dig a hole, you move thi idiswells. You know, one
cubic metre of solid whatever turns into 1.2, 1eBdh cubic metres. So it's like
being behind the eight ball.

MR MARTIN: | ---
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MR ADAMTHWAITE: Are you right?

MR MARTIN: Yes, mate. Well, I've already saidr’a strong supporter of
rehabilitation and grasslands and trees and — duadewer else and Sarah has
mentioned the cattle industry and so on. Butrkhjou’ve got to be realistic about
these things and — and any projects that would agmeand we’ve talked about
theme parks, sculpture parks and tourist destinatiwe spent a fair bit of time and
some money on a tourist destination with a Chimesmection we had and that fell
over.

MR McNAMARA: | forgot about that.

MR MARTIN: That feel over because the State Gowent wouldn’t see it funded
but that's okay. That’s another story.

MR McNAMARA: And it was illegal.

MR MARTIN: And I believe in all of these thingsibl’m making the point I think
you've got to be realistic about it. On the road tw Broke where Tony lives, on the
left-hand side, | saw that country there beforeas mined and the family even
looked at buying it at one stage. That ..... W& [gountry. It's that poor you could
flog a flea all over it and you wouldn't lose ithere would be no risk. So you've
got to be realistic that in the finish if we cahabilitate that in some form the best
we can — grass it and tree it — that’s the besllydo with that. But | agree with
whatever else we could come up with. But | domdw what it is.

PROF O'KANE: No. Well, we were hoping you wouédl us but .....
MR MARTIN: Well, we've tried.

MS LUKEMAN: In terms of the decarbonising of taeonomy moving forward, |
think the reality is the majority of the coal frdive Hunter Valley goes overseas.

MR McNAMARA: Is exported.

MS LUKEMAN: So it's — irrespective of what hapgeim Australia’s domestic
market - - -

MR McNAMARA: Yes. Can-- -

MS LUKEMAN: - - -so we're at the mercy of otheations and what they do and |
think the reality is that it is going to reduceo Bhat — as Counsellor Thompson said
Is what we’re after is a just transition. You dgost have an area of land being
turned, you know, holus-bolus over to agriculture thousand people without a job.
We need to have a planned response. We've gtitesé different mines. We need
some sort of plan for staggering this closuretheanRuhr Valley in Germany all the
mines, | believe, are actually government-ownethswould have facilitated the
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process, of course, but all the mines — people thaveund so that the younger
people could actually keep it there — in their emgpient.

There are ways these things can be done. Thedtlaeareas throughout the world
that have moved from a carbon-intensive area gge tarbon. There’s things like
industrial parks, as AGL are talking about now, ethi find inspiring. | think

there’s great potential there. Australia is a @éelader in mining. We’re not the
world leader in very many industries. We can’tiaep the mining jobs with tourism
jobs. They just do not pay the same. We've dot af really well educated
technical people. We need to be having new tedgnl jobs of the future coming
in and utilising these lands to provide that sétechnical high-paying job that the
community is relying upon.

And | mean, that also, | believe, does help thoke aren’t working in the mining
industry, those small business owners, it givemthiee population basis we were
talking about. Um, so the terminologies are juatsition so that we actually — it's
not just the job that you get. Itis what is tjudt? Is it a valuable job? Is it —are
you being trained in something that’s a job for filmere or is it just, you know, a job
anybody can do that’s going to be gone down thekir&o | think there’s a great
potential for renewable power generation. You knee could fill a lot of these
voids up with solar panels if they're in the rigdasition. But there would be a lot of
different - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yes.

MS LUKEMAN: - - - options. One of the problenssthat pretty much all of the
mines are, sort of, licensed now for agriculturetpaining, but that’s, yes, not
realistic really to provide the — you know, a abie economic support to the area.

MR McNAMARA: What does work in rehabilitation,dm my experience, is seed
planting rather than seeling planting. And | carect you to Bulga Coal, which is
Glencore operation, where some 30 plus years agasitdone rather crudely with a
very large bulldozer and a guy who was a frienthofe was a contractor. He’s not
with us any more. And they planted a sausagegypstance which was sewage
with seed, the white gum.

Now, there’s a forest on the eastern side of Brared that I'm talking — that's what
I’'m talking about, thousands of very straight, véng trees, all the same, but
underneath it, it has got this great broken whotkr On the western side of the
same strip of road, you will see the modern wagiddhe rehabilitation successfully
done and led by their environmental officer, Ralwrthy, and his good staff and
some — some very clever work, where they've bdsiciine the same thing.

They've planted seeds rather than seedlings. Vkdyad a water truck in the young
days of the plant, a big water truck in the drosgind things, and now you'’ve got
right around this new bun which is the Bulga Coadansion project to the east and
to the west of these buns which are 200 metres htglu've got young ironbark
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trees to about two metres that have been — areiggoxery, very rapidly, and
they’'re away now. They won'’t need water.

So it's the seed rather than the seedling. | yopecan take that on board because
seedlings only occasionally work. Seeds workhaltime when they get watered.
And the bottom line is that you get a good — gagthbilitation. It's not suitable for
agriculture and koalas maybe but — not any aguceilt

PROF O'’KANE: Well, maybe that's the right answggren the State koala strategy.

MR McNAMARA: But like John said, most of this cotuy that the coal was in was
never suitable for agriculture.

PROF O’KANE: Right.

MR McNAMARA: You've just got to go past it to g&td the good country where
the milk and honey and the wine grows. It doegroiv where the coal is.

PROF O'’KANE: Right. Other questions?

MR T. PEARSON: Yes. So the applicant has talikdeout a couple of options in its
response to the review report. The options end faw different things but if | can
simplify them to two. One option optimises finahtl use planning and the other
option optimises impacts, biodiversity impacts. eBaouncil have a view on the
preferability or otherwise of one or both of thag#ions?

MR IHLEIN: If | could, Tony. The, um — the lange planning one is the one
we’ve been discussing with Rix’s Creek becauseuttiguely positioned, compared
to, um, all the other coal mines we’ve been tallabgut, they're not as close to the
town. So the opportunity for the town with whakRiCreek might be able to morph
into is a real opportunity. Um, again, | mentioreadlier that the — the industrial area
up at Maison Dieu is actually the bottom part & Rix’s Creek holding, um, and

you can — that industrial estate, you can actdadii into their operations and

they’re moving away, obviously, towards that neeear

Um, so the land use side of it is one we’ve beeameating with them and — and —
and is the one that we’ve put to planning as thewhich we would like to see, you
know, kick off basically sooner rather than lateosld — should there be — should
there be consent. Having said that though, it dodilcourse include, from a land
use planning point of view, it would obviously inde though the biodiversity aspect
of it. Um, but fundamentally, looking at what tla@d use planning might look like
and then, | guess, work through the biodiversit§fstind see what the might look
like as well. You know, a layered approach to canth some sort of a strategic
approach to what might — might occur there. Um - -

MR PEARSON: So does council have a position prederence in relation to
option 1 or option 2?
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MR IHLEIN: Well, | can't speak for councillors.

MR PEARSON: So there has been no decision ina@ban that?
MR IHLEIN: There’s been no decision made but - -
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: No.

MR IHLEIN: But we have - - -

MR JARRETT: They go hand in hand.

MR IHLEIN: Exactly what | was explaining. | mean- | agree with Councillor
Jarrett there. They're hand in hand processefibdamentally we've been looking
at it from a strategic land use point of view ie first instance. Once we settle on
that, then we — we can look at the biodiversityfstuguess — | guess where
fundamentally we’re coming from is that this codinas had many conversations
with — with PACs and IPCs over many years aboutd-iagoes for a number of the
issues that councillors have raised here abouatkeof whole government approach
to strategic planning around mining. Okay. Andtttuns for a lot of the issues we
raised here about, you know, we're ending up witlu know, big holes in the
ground.

Well, a lot of that is because nobody at a higheel is actually doing proper
planning and proper — properly understanding winaimpacts of those decisions in
isolation are together and what they will equab2@0 years’ time. It's an issue that
has been raised many, many, many times with statergment. In more recent
times I've got to say, um, premiers and cabineehahave, um, sporadically started
to restart a strategic planning exercise where waldy um, look at what mining
looks like in the valley and look how the differegerations could, um, synergise
together with some compatible, you know, wildlifaredors, land form, those sorts
of things, but it never goes anywhere.

Never goes anywhere. And part of that conversas@bout final ..... voids, all that
sort of stuff, and I think we just get really, dgdrustrated, um, that, you know, as
again the councillors have said, that this is @aavhich generates extraordinary
royalties for the state government. The legacyuhiresult from that is being very
positive for the town but it could be also somewtegative some time in the future
if the government doesn’t help this community opalmore whole government
approach.

MR PEARSON: Yeah. We've heard that view acrossmaber of projects now.
MR IHLEIN: Yeah.

MR PEARSON: So thank you for continuing to exgrésat view to us.
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MR IHLEIN: Yeah. Yeah.

MR McNAMARA: And you also need to consider th& ears ago, when this
open cut — well, 35 years ago when open cut mioorgmenced, no one in council,
In government, in state government, in sciencengineering, no one imagined that
it would grow to such a size as it is now.

MR IHLEIN: That’s right.

MR McNAMARA: It was a small mine here called Saxale which grew into
Bulga. Lemington which grew into Hunter Valleycduld keep on naming them but
I won't. It just grew beyond belief. And in fadt,you look at Channel 3, our local
news, on television, when it pans out over the Hu¥wtlley to show you where the
rainfall might be tomorrow — which it hasn’t dorg fa long time but — it looks like it
has got clouds from Broke to Muswellbrook but ri@t. It's not cloud. It's open cut
pits. And if you fly across them you get the sho€kour life. | remember the
previous general manager here of Singleton Cotlewil across Warkworth and was
totally stunned at the enormity of this place —dyugassive and deep — and now
going to double so no one ever predicted the ditleeomining industry in the
Hunter Valley.

MR PEARSON: Well, | mean, if — if you do haveyau know, a view or advice for
the Commission on those options as this proces&sydwn happy to - - -

MR JARRETT: Well, the issue basically is — isttles Councillor McNamara has
alluded to, is the fact that mining in this partasuarea has exponentially grown.
And your comment on decarbonisation — we still ekpoal and they’re looking at
20 to 30-year life expectancy in those areas. Nuawgt's going to result is we've —
we’ve got plans and schemes but there’s no — vg@inreg to have a physical
environment that's going to be scarred while theheaxists.

It's not going to — it's not going to go away. Balso the socioeconomic impacts on
the Hunter region alone, the government is goinggiee to take that into account
because if you come here at 6 o’clock in the mayrind see the amount of traffic
that moves up that road that tells you that afqemple in this region are dependent
upon those coal mines for their incomes. When they

PROF O'KANE: We were here very early this morninge saw it.

MR JARRETT: And that’s just — that’s every day.

MR McNAMARA: It was good day this morning.

MR JARRETT: That's every day.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: We've got a case about that. Yaught back us up.
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MR JARRETT: So those socioeconomic impacts, theesghment is going to have
to step up to the mark to say right — the impastgoing to be astronomical.

MS LUKEMAN: Can | —Tony, just on that biodivengiwe have talked about the
fact that the mines sort of manage their own biediity offsets; it's done sort of
separate to council’s land planning process — pbsseparate to anybody’s planning
process — and these biodiversity offsets are Heitiged up in perpetuity. | don’t
know how well connected they are. They don’t -ytteenot necessarily well
connected so ensuring that these biodiversity tsffaee actually not just on the mine
sites own land which a lot of them do and there mag benefit in that but | just —
there seems to be a lack of oversight in ensuhagtiodiversity corridors are
maintained, that these biodiversity offsets areatinected and are actually in the
most appropriate place for long term planning.

So | think actually land use strategy is a fardrgtiosition because the biodiversity
falls into that rather than the other way arourthwing the biodiversity dictating the
land use. And I think that's the — that’s the kewhat is the best next land use for
the area and it's going to be different not justdach mine site but within each mine
site there’s going to be different areas. So é@emay be cattle grazing, a section
may be an industrial precinct or other but | think land use planning is the key.
And there’s definitely a need for the biodiversifyset but having some sort of
strategic process to that is certainly what we Hsaen talking about because council
are the ones in 50 years time who are left witls¢h®oles of biodiversity that we
can’'t do anything with.

MR PEARSON: And we haven'’t got the funding toattything with it.
PROF O'KANE: I'm - - -

MR THOMPSON: And the other aspect of the biodsitgroffsets is that they
become non-rateable.

MS LUKEMAN: That's - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yes. Yes.

MS LUKEMAN: Yes.

PROF O'’KANE: Somebody alluded to that.

MR THOMPSON: So there’s something — this is poisbalice in perpetuity to the
— this community as well.

MS LUKEMAN: Yes.

PROF O’KANE: Of course.
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MS LUKEMAN: So it's something like 30 per cent@dir LTA is currently tied up
in mining.

PROF O'’KANE: That's right. | remember you talkablout this - - -

MS LUKEMAN: Is that — is that the correct figurefes. So a large part of that 30
per cent we've got the voids but then we’ve alsbtige biodiversity offsets which,
as | say, are not necessarily connected to a corrilhey don’t necessarily make
sense from - - -

PROF O'KANE: Yes. I'm conscious of time too. N@ep going but we should

MR PEARSON: Good. So I will — I will — look, I'express the questions and if we
run out of time perhaps they can be taken on natlieek. But so - - -

PROF O’KANE: But if anyone needs to go, do tofmu know, we’re sort of - - -

MR PEARSON: Yes. We talked about decarbonisadimeh | was particularly
interested in this risk that it presents of anyealdsure and whether the council has
formed a view around the timing of the benefitshaf project and, in the event of an
early closure, if sufficient benefits have accrtethe council or to the LGA in that
time period.

MR JARRETT: Can Ijust ask what do you mean byanly closure? What's your
timeframe of an early closure?

MR PEARSON: Well, in a period less than the cohgeriod so - - -
MR JARRETT: So less than 20 years.
MR PEARSON: - --20 - less than 20 years.

MR JARRETT: We've just had a federal election aodl is a key indicator that
kind of helped them get re-elected and | think they

MR PEARSON: Yes.
MR JARRETT: ---kind of see itin along term.

MR PEARSON: So if you look at this particular jact, what differentiates it from
other projects certainly that I've seen is — isgbasitivity of this project to coal

price forecasts relative to other projects. Andtkerefore, the risk in a
decarbonising environment of this project beinthat— | guess, a greater risk of an
unanticipated, you know, care or maintenance dy efosure outcome is greater
than, perhaps, another project, so potentially nnoresideration needs to be given to
that issue with this project and perhaps othergutsj
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MR McNAMARA: What's the extent of the approval?ow many years?
MR PEARSON: 20 years.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: 20 years.

MR McNAMARA: 20? Well, you don’t have a problenY.ou’ve got no problem
there.

MS LUKEMAN: 1 don’t think we’ve considered an &aclosure.
MR PEARSON: The markets - - -
MS LUKEMAN: .....

MR McNAMARA: There are people who are trying tve the planet and God
bless them but coal will still be burning in 20 y@&ime.

MR PEARSON: Yes.

MR McNAMARA: And it will be burning here in the tthter Valley as well as
everywhere else. The approval for 20 years - - -

MR PEARSON: Yes, yes.
MR McNAMARA: If the coal is still there, they wiktill dig it.

MR JARRETT: There’s still markets in Vietham drdkistan that haven’t even
been explored yet.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: You need coal to make ..... to keawind turbines.
MR PEARSON: That's right. Okay.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Look at cars.

MR PEARSON: | was interested in council’s positiso I've heard it.
MS LUKEMAN: It's not like we haven’t considered i

MR PEARSON: Okay. Okay. And then, look, I'll baick and say - - -

MR ADAMTHWAITE: I'm not worried about it either.

MR PEARSON: Right. Okay. The project, you mighve seen, relies on the use

of achievable noise criteria. I'm wondering whetbeuncil has considered that,

particularly in the context of the suite of polturtireduction programs that have been
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implemented and with that, whether there’s anytl@dditional that council may like
to see or has given any more thought to that isstiee PRP program.

MR McNAMARA: Well, what we’ve seen in the big n@g, especially Warkworth
which had a great impact on the town of Bulga wtenaation of the jewellery on

the buckets on the drag lines, the reversing soandke bulldozers, the beepers on
all of the machines — they've all been changedu ¥on’t have the beepers anymore
and that was the main complaint from the peoplangpdown the river valley that
right through the night they would hear reversiegers while they were trying to
sleep. They're gone. They have some flashingrglights and blue lights so there’s
no more of that. Coal and Allied spent — I'm sorfym sorry; not Coal and Allied —
Mount Thorley, Warkworth — Mount Thorley especially

Mount Thorley spent — or was this Coal and Alliethank you — millions and
millions and millions of dollars on their bulldozeon stopping the plates on the
tracks from clattering in the middle of the nighttem they were reversing up and
down the hills. And also the mufflers. If | togku back to 1982 at Saxonvale
which was the — the opening of Saxonvale open-@sttive closest that mining ever
got to the village of Broke. It was the very beging. And most of the guys who
were working there in the starting crews eitheedivn Singleton or Broke or Bulga
and then came up from down the Hunter further. iBuais a pretty raw operation —
| mean, compared to now. They took the mufflemge-talk about noise — they took
the mufflers and they took the baffles out of théfflers on these great bulldozers
and — trucks, | mean, the trucks — so they woudd adl night.

You could hear them in the best protected housénabe valley there. You could
hear them. And people got used to it actually,tbaey didn’t like it. No one liked it.
And then, you know, it became necessary for thahtonge and they did change it.
But Mount Thorley in the last five years — 10 yed® years, did a fantastic job with
attenuation of the jewellery that they call it tve tbucket and on the reversing clatter
on the bulldozer and especially that beeper whey tverse. How’s that.

MR MARTIN: We had many meetings with Coal andiédl and other mines about
the noise minimisation and, like Tony said, thegrdm lot of money on that.

MR PEARSON: Yes.

MR MARTIN: And it was effective. | mean, if yowe got a combustion engine
you're going to get some noise but it's — they'\&# i to a minimum now and the
noise of the tracks on the bulldozer and so onth8p were very good at it.

MR McNAMARA: Apparently if you take the mufflers the baffles out of the
mufflers on a Detroit diesel you get a 12 per ¢eatease in power and when they're
250 tons — no, they're 400 tons — they won't fitthp Golden Highway. One got
jammed in the bridge the other day at Mount Thodego wide.

.IPC MEETING 29.7.19 P-33
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited  Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

MR ADAMTHWAITE: |did a CCC meeting last week ah@von’t mention any
names but it's out of town and it bothers peopldarrys Plains — although they all
do — it bothers people in Jerrys Plains and | thirkyear ending — just finished —
there was 30 complaints. And the — there was -Aihjerity were dust, the next one
was light, then there was noise, then there wagtibta So dust was just a big one
and then there was the light, believe it or ndbatfcomes from the light — lighting
plants that light the area up for night time wodkikd be pointing and look in — and
look in at the house or something like that. Anertthe blasting — well, it's over-
pressure or whatever that — yes.

MR PEARSON: So did you get your answer, Tony?

MR McNAMARA: 1did, yes.

PROF O’KANE: | think we're - - -

MR McNAMARA: Thank you. No, no.

PROF O’KANE: I think we’re probably close. We'really grateful. It has been a
fantastic meeting, and so can | again say thankgali of you for coming and if
there’s other things we’'re sort of open for comméh® pm on Tuesday next week
so we would love to hear. Thank you.

MR ADAMTHWAITE: Well, we all better go and get poveralls on and go to

work.

RECORDING CONCLUDED [6.46 pm]
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