New South Wales Government
Independent Planning Commission

29 June 2026

Mr Nick Rowley
Chair
Net Zero Commission

Via emai: I

Dear Mr Rowley,

The Chair of the Independent Plannlng Comm|SS|on (IPC) has appomted me as the Chalr of the IPC
Panel thatW|II determlnethe significant development applications for the Hunter Valle
verations North and South open cut coa Z"Z)EC"I‘E.

The NSW Government's NSW Coal Industry 2026-50 policy (Coal Policy) states that:

‘Proposals to mine additional coal will be subject to assessment under rigorous
environmental and planning frameworks to ensure there remains an overall decline of coal
sector net emissions over time...’

Noting the Net Zero Commission’s (NZC’s) statutory functions under the Climate Change (Net Zero
Future) Act 2023, including the function of providing advice specifically to the IPC, we would
welcome a meeting with you and/or NZC officers to seek the NZC’s input on the State’s greenhouse
gas emissions targets that inform the application of this aspect of the Coal Policy, and related
matters.

Any meeting between the NZC and the IPC Panel would ideally occur prior to the public hearing into
this matter that will be conducted on 16 and 17 July 2026. The meeting would be fully transcribed,
with the transcript published in accordance with the IPC’s Transparency Policy.

In addition, the IPC will accept any written submission that the NZC would like to make by 11.59pm
on 26 July 2026 or you or your officers may wish to register to speak at the public hearing.

Yours sincerely,

Simon Smith
Panel Chair

Phone: (02) 9383 2100 Level 15, 135 King Street
Email: ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au Sydney, NSW, 2000





