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Overview of assessment process
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Engagement
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EIS was exhibited in January 2023

The second Amendment Report was exhibited in September 2025  

11 state government agencies provided advice

Submissions from Singleton Council and Muswellbrook Shire Council

EIS: 1,041 submissions (963 support; 67 object; and 11 comment)

Amendment Report: 1,187 submissions (1,097 support; 83 object; and 7 comment)

Independent Expert Advisory Panel for Mining provided advice



Submissions

• 96% of Hunter region submissions 
supported the applications.

• 73% of remaining submissions 
supported the applications.

• Objections raised:
– GHG emissions/ climate change, 

including climate change impacts on 
the locality  

– Biodiversity
– Amenity 
– Heritage 

• Supporting submissions raised 
employment and economic benefits
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Summary of the assessment

Key issues

• Greenhouse gas

• Biodiversity

• Water resources

• Air quality 

• Noise 

• Social and economic
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Other issues

• Traffic

• Blasting

• Aboriginal heritage

• Non-Aboriginal heritage

• Visual impacts

• Rehabilitation

• Hazards and risk



Strategic policy context for greenhouse gas 
emissions and coal mining projects 

6

International

• Paris Agreement 2015

Commonwealth

• Climate Change Act 2022
• Safeguard Mechanism

NSW 
Government

• Climate Change Net Zero Future Act 2023
• Net emissions reduction targets
• Guiding principles for actions to reduce climate change

Climate Change Net Zero 
Future Act 2023

NSW EPA’s Climate Change Policy 
(2023) and Climate Change Action 

Plan 2023-26

NSW Guide for 
Large Emitters 

Greenhouse 
Gas Mitigation 
Guide for Coal 

Mines

Climate 
Change 

requirements 
for licensees

NSW Coal 
Industry 
2026-50



NSW Coal Industry 2026-50
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• Coal will continue to play an important part in 
supporting economies in the short to medium 
term

• Approvals must meet emissions requirements 
and manage environmental impacts

• Overall emissions from the coal mining sector 
would decline consistent with NSW’s targets 
from 2030 



Assessment of Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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• Amendment reduced direct emissions by 43%

• With the Safeguard Mechanism emission 
reduction requirements and additional 
commitments to reduce net emissions in line 
with NSW 2030, 2035 and 2050 emission 
reduction targets, net Scope 1 emissions would 
decline in line with NSW Government targets.



Scope 3 emissions and impacts in the locality

• Scope 3 emissions comprise around 98% of all 
GHG emissions from the project 

• Export markets are primarily Paris Agreement 
signatories

• Production is expected during periods where 
importing countries retain coal-fired generation 
within emissions commitments. 

• Department has considered NSW Government 
modelling of potential climate change impacts in 
the Hunter

Descriptor
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GHG recommendations and regulation

• GHG Mitigation Plan

• Gas pre-drainage trial and implementation if successful in HVO South in deeper gassier seams 
with higher methane content

• Ongoing regulation primarily the responsibility of the NSW EPA – noting requirement to prepare 
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Plans (CCMAPs)

• Recommended conditions complement NSW EPA requirements
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DPHI Evaluation

• The Department has carefully assessed the likely impacts and benefits of the project

• GHG impacts of the project are consistent with the requirements under NSW Government 
policy settings

• Other impacts of the project including on biodiversity, heritage, water resources, air quality and 
amenity and social impacts can be appropriately managed and mitigated. 

• Project would provide substantial economic benefits and ongoing employment for 1,500 full 
time workers in the Hunter region and royalties of up to $2.2 billion to NSW

• The Department has provided recommended conditions to the Commission for consideration in 
its determination of the project.

Descriptor
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