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Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure “\-“!."
ning, Housing and Infr uctu

Our ref: SSD-77450458

Stephen Barry
Planning Director
Independent Planning Commission NSW

via email: I

19/03/2026

Subject: Steel River East Battery Energy Storage System (SSD-77450458) - Request for Comment -
Recommended Conditions of Consent

Dear Mr Barry

| refer to your letter dated 10 March 2026 regarding the Independent Planning Commission’s (the Commission's)
consideration of Steel River East Battery Energy Storage System (SSD-77450458).

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure’s (the Department) responses to the Commission's
Recommended Conditions of Consent are provided in Attachment A.

If you have any questions, please contact | GGG
- EU

Yours sincerely,

lwan Davies
Director
Energy Assessments

Attachment A - Department of Planning, Housing & Infrastructure Response to Commission’s Draft Proposed
Conditions of Consent
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NSW Independent Planning Commission

Steel River East BESS (SSD-77450458)

Potential changes to recommended Conditions of Consent

Notes:

1. Not all conditions in the table below are replicated in full, only necessary parts of the conditions to demonstrate changes.
2. As a result of new conditions, re-numbering of conditions may be required.
3. Minor grammatical, typographical and condition cross-reference corrections to conditions are not included in the table below.

Condition No.

Commission’s Intended Outcome /
Question to the Department

Revised Condition
(Additions in bold, deletions in strikethrough)

DPHI Comments

PART A
BATTERY STORAGE As the development consent approves a 200 MW / 400MWh ise4The battery storage facility or system | Disagree — see the Department’s comments on potential
RESTRICTON development only, to exceed that is beyond the scope of the | associated with the development must not exceed a Maximum Energy Discharge | changes to recommended Conditions of Consent for Tallawang
A5 consent and what consent has been sought for. Capacity of 200 MW and a Maximum Energy Storage Capacity of 400 MWh. Solar Farm (SSD-23700028).
The Commission notes that condition A6 provides flexibility Note: This condition does not prevent the Applicant from seeking to lodge a separate $ecretary 3 deamio |8 Decessaty o alow:lexiDIYy fpr cianges
Frthe Abollcac t o he batt t d il dovek " licati dify thi ¢ 10 i th ity of the batt in battery technology between approval and construction, such
for the Applicant to upgrade the battery storage and ancillary evelopment application or mo ify this consent to increase the capacity of the battery | .o w .o ise of more efficient batteries within the approved battery
infrastructure within the scope of the development consent. storage in the future. :
storage footprint.
In granting Secretary's discretion, the Applicant would be
required to demonstrate that the updated technology fits within
the approved footprint and does not create additional impacts or
risks. The Department would confirm this in consultation with
relevant agencies, including FRNSW and RFS.
DEMOLITION Minor amendment to reflect the latest version of AS2601- The Applicant must ensure that all demolition work on site is carried out in accordance | No comment.
A8 2025. with Australian Standard AS 2601-20256+: The Demolition of Structures, or its latest
version.
PART B
LANDSCAPING Minor amendment for the Applicant to consult with Council be comprised of species that are endemic to the area or otherwise appropriate to the No comment.
B14.(b) on species selection. site’s ecology and conditions, and be selected in consultation with Council;
AMENITY To provide a more robust condition relating to impacts from The Applicant must minimise the dust and fumes generated by the development, The Department considers condition B20 (c)(ii) to be
E Aj dust and fumes generated by the development. including but not limited to measures ensuring: unnecessary noting further separate conditions requiring the
> tiviti satout ite i DT At Applicant to minimise dirt being tracked onto the public road
B20. (a) activities are carried out on site in a manner that minimises dus network (see recommended conditions B6(e) and B7(c)vii).

generation, including emission of windblown and/or traffic generated
dust within the site;

(b) surface area disturbance of the site is minimised;
(c) development-related vehicles:
(i) have any loads covered; and
(ii) minimise dirt being tracked onto the public road network; and

(d) water is sprayed on unsealed roads within the site where practicable
during construction and use.

Recommend removal.

The Department considers that the requirement to ‘minimise
fumes’ is inappropriate given the nature of the proposed
development. Recommend removal.

The Department has no comments on the further recommended
conditions B20 (a)(b)(c)(i) and (d).

SOIL AND WATER Minor addition to also require the applicant to address ensure the battery storage and ancillary infrastructure (including security fencing) are No comment.
o Hina Condi flooding risks to property. designed, constructed and maintained to reduce impacts on surface water, localised
parating-ondinans flooding (including associated risks to property) and groundwater at the site
B25.(g)
HAZARDS Minor addition and changes for clarification (last paragraph of | The fire safety study and its recommendations must be implemented, as approved No comment.
Fire Safety Study condition) g):) H:ﬁ: iIli’lannlng Secretary, and a copy of the approved fire safety study provided to
B31.
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NSW Independent Planning Commission

Condition No.

Commission’s Intended Outcome /
Question to the Department

Revised Condition
(Additions in bold, deletions in strkethrough)

DPHI Comments

DECOMMISSIONING AND
REHABILITATION

Decommissioning and
Rehabilitation Plan

New Condition
B38.

Inclusion of a requirement for the Applicant to prepare a
Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan, which is
consistent with recent renewable energy project development
consents granted by the Commission.

Within 3 years of the commencement of operation, the Applicant must prepare a
Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan for the development. At a minimum,
the plan must be updated by the Applicant after 15 years into operation and
within 2 years prior to decommissioning. The plan must:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

be prepared in consultation with the Planning Secretary and
Council;

include detailed completion criteria for evaluating compliance with
the rehabilitation objectives in Table 3;

be prepared consistent with relevant local and State strategic land
use planning documents applicable to the site;

describe the measures that would be implemented to:

(i) decommission the development and rehabilitate the site in
accordance with the objectives in Table 3;

(ii) minimise and manage the waste generated by the
decommissioning of the development;

(iii) identify any site contamination issues arising as a result of the
development (if any) and how this contamination will be
remediated, including details of any approvals which may be
required;

(iv) include a program to monitor and report on the
implementation of these measures against the detailed
completion criteria; and

(v) ensure that best practice is employed in respect of utilising
available recycling technologies

Recommend removal.

Consistent with the Department'’s position on similar SSD
projects — including Muswellbrook Solar Farm
(SSD-465643209), Tallawang Solar Farm (SSD-23700028) and
Deniliquin BESS (SSD-72258210) — the Department does not
consider it appropriate to require a decommissioning plan three
years into an estimated 50-year operational life. Preparing a
detailed plan so early would not deliver optimal
decommissioning or rehabilitation outcomes, as the site’s
land-use context and best-practice approaches are likely to
evolve over time. Instead, establishing clear rehabilitation
objectives is a more effective and proportionate mechanism to
guide future site restoration.

The Department also considers that the waste-related provisions
in items (d)(ii) and (v) are already adequately addressed through
the waste management objectives required under condition B36.
Further, the Applicant has committed to prepare a waste
management plan (to be implemented as required by condition
A2(c).

Further, rather than including item (d)(iii), potential site
contamination issues should continue to be managed under
recommended conditions B26 to B30, which already require the
Applicant to address potential contamination through all stages
of the development.

Emergency Plan
B35.(h)

Question for the Department:

Could the Department please confirm the Electrical Hazard
Assessment required by this condition will consider potential
impacts of the development on the high pressure gas mains,
as well as the potential impacts of the high pressure gas
mains on the development?

(h) include an Electrical Hazard Assessment prepared in
consultation with Jemena that considers potential impacts on
nearby high pressure gas mains;

The Electrical Hazard Assessment (EHA) will consider the
potential impacts of the development on the high-pressure gas
mains (pipeline), not the impact of the pipeline on the
development. The Department notes that the Preliminary Hazard
Analysis (PHA) and its addendum, assessed both scenarios (i.e.
impacts of the development on the pipeline and impacts of the
pipeline on the development).

The Electrical Hazard Assessment (EHA) was recommended by
the pipeline operator (Jemena) to ensure the pipeline integrity is
appropriately safeguarded from the electrical hazards that may
be generated from the development. The EHA is required to be
conducted during the final design of development in consultation
with Jemena, and prior to construction.

Accordingly, condition (h) provides a safeguard that is additional
the mitigation measures detailed in the PHA and conditions B31,
B34 and B35, ensuring the development does not adversely
affect the integrity of the nearby gas pipeline.

PART C

ACCESS TO INFORMATION
C14(a)(vii) & (viii)

Addition of the need for the Applicant to make publicly
available a complaints register and compliance reports.

(vii) a complaints register;

(viii) compliance reports;

No comment.
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