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Community Engagement and 
Public Submissions - EIS

4

EIS Public Exhibition:
• 2 June –  30 June 2025
• 61 Objections
• 3 in Support

Other Engagement:
• The Department engaged with 14 

Government Agencies and 2 utility 
providers throughout the 
assessment process

• The Department engaged with City 
of Newcastle Council throughout the 
assessment process

• The Department inspected the site in 
October 2025

Submitter distance to 
development footprint

Objection Support Total

0-10 km 0 1 1

10-50 km 0 2 2

>50 km 38 0 38

Interstate 23 0 23

TOTAL 61 3 64



Key Issues and IPC Agenda Items
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 Energy transition

 Land use compatibility (land use conflict)

 Hazards (including fire)

 Contamination and rehabilitation

 Operational noise



Energy Transition
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• 200 MW delivery capacity and 400 MWh storage capacity.

• Consistent with the NSW Climate Change Policy Framework of net zero emissions by 2050.

• Project would play an important role in:

o increasing renewable energy generation and capacity; 

o firming the grid; and

o contributing to the transition to a cleaner energy system as coal fired generators retire. 



Land Use Compatibility 
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• The site is located on land within the Steel River 
Industrial Estate and is zoned E4 General 
Industrial zone under the Newcastle LEP. Under 
the Transport and Infrastructure SEPP, electricity 
generating works are permissible with consent 
on any land in a prescribed non-residential zone, 
including land zoned E4 General Industrial.

• The project is located within Ausgrid’s existing 
Mayfield West zone substation, that is currently 
vacant and includes predominately non-native 
vegetation.

• The site has a long history of industrial use, as it 
formed part of the former BHP Steelworks. 
Historical contamination associated with the 
Steelworks exists below a capping layer on site. 

• Current land uses within the Steel River 
Industrial Estate are industrial and commercial. 
No agricultural uses are within the vicinity.

• The nearest residential area is approximately 
400m south of the site.



Hazards
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Hazards Analysis  -  Battery storge (fire)
• Dangerous goods stored on-site would be unlikely to exceed threshold limits.
• All potential risks were concluded to be minimal with no significant off-site impacts.
• The area allocated for the BESS is sufficient for the batteries and other associated equipment, allowing for appropriate separation 

distances from onsite (Leading Edge data centre) and off-site sensitive receivers.
• The project would comply with the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection guidelines for electric, magnetic and 

electromagnetic fields.
• The Department has recommended the preparation of a Fire Safety Study to the satisfaction of FRNSW,  demonstrating adequate fire 

safety systems and appropriate water supply, as well as the requirement to maintain a minimum 10 metre wide trafficable fire break 
around the perimeter of the battery storage area that permits unrestricted vehicle access and movement. 

Bushfire Risk

• The site is not located on land designated as bushfire-prone land. The nearest bushfire prone land is approximately 1.7km from site.
• Following review of the EIS, Rural Fire Service confirmed that it had no concerns relating to bushfire protection measures.  
• Recommended conditions include establishment of a fire break around the BESS Facility and maintenance area of the development. 



Contamination and rehabilitation

• The site forms part of the former BHP Steelworks and contains historic steelworks fill beneath an approximately 
2 metres thick capping layer installed during remediation works in 2004. Subsequent construction activities have 
resulted in a variable surface fill condition. 

• Ausgrid prepared a Detailed Site Contamination Assessment  due to the historical contamination of the site 
associated with BHP’s Steelworks.

• Earthworks required for construction would generally be limited to depths of less than 2 metres however some 
works such as cable trenching may be up to 3.5 metres in depth. 

• Ausgrid propose to prepare a site management plan including targeted controls to manage contamination on site. 
This is to be prepared in accordance with Council’s Steel River Certification Process and ensure the objectives of 
the Steel River – Remedial Action Plan are not compromised. 

• A site auditor would certify compliance with the Remedial Action Plan prior to the commencement of 
construction and following completion of construction.

• The Department has developed standard conditions for battery projects to cover this stage of the project life 
cycle.
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Operational Noise
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• Operational noise levels would comply with the minimum 
criteria under the NSW Noise Policy for Industry (2017). 

• Ausgrid’s noise impact assessment identified a 
predicted 1 dB(A) exceedance of the recommended 
amenity noise level for receiver E1 (Imagine Early 
Learning and Childcare). However, in accordance with 
the outside-to-inside attenuation applied to educational 
facilities, a 10 dB(A) reduction is applied to a receiver to 
account for use of internal spaces experiencing reduced 
noise impacts.

• The Department has recommended conditions 
prescribing noise monitoring to ensure compliance with 
relevant noise criteria. 



Other Matters
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• Water Supply – Surface water, ground water, flooding and erosion and sediment

• Transport

• Visual

• Biodiversity

• Heritage – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and Historic Heritage

• Waste

• Dust

• Community Benefit

• Cumulative Impacts



Evaluation

• The Department has assessed the application, documents, submissions and advice, as per the requirements of the 
EP&A Act. 

• With the implementation of the recommended conditions, the Department considers that the environmental and 
amenity impacts of the project can be managed to achieve acceptable outcomes.

• The project would: 

o provide economic and social benefits to the region 
o contribute to the transition of the NSW economy away from a reliance on fossil fuels 
o improve the reliability of the energy network
o provide a storage and firming capacity to the NEM while minimising potential impacts on surrounding land uses, 

local residents, and the environment.
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