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Acknowledgement
of Country

Ausgrid acknowledges and pays respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples as the Traditional Custodians of this land, their unique ability to care for
Country and deep spiritual connection to it. WWe honour Elders past and present,
understanding their knowledge and wisdom ensures continuation of culture and

traditional practices.
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Agenda

Introductions

Opening Statement

Overview of Steel River East

EIS & Submissions report

Response to DPHI Assessment Report
Response to draft Conditions of Consent
. Questions
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Opening
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Richard Mclntosh
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Project
Overview

Chris Doyle
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1 MclIntosh Drive, Mayfield
West

200 MW / 400 MWh BESS

132kV Connection

Powering up to 27,000
Ausgrid homes

"o Ausgrid



Key Findings

Chris Doyle

Emma Forbes
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Key Findings ’

Soil contamination Preliminary Hazard Analysis Surface Water Traffic & Transport
g Previous BHP operations left . Site hazards identified: fire related All modelled flood events under . Peak construction is anticipated to
contamination below capping layer to BESS and fire related to existing the 1% Annual Exceedance generate up to 40 heavy vehicle
g Nl ot linE S e e gas pipeline Probability movements per day
capping layer pose a risk to human Low/very low risk following . Project Area is considered safe for - Road network can accommodate
health or ecological populations separation distances and all vehicles, people and buildings traffic generated from the Project
N Area deemed suitable for implementing an incident . Risk of flooding during Project following traffic modelling
proposed development management plan lifecycle is considered low
Visual Impact Heritage Biodiversity Noise & Vibration
. Low to negligible visual impacts . No surface artefact sites identified ¢ Predominantly introduced species Predicted operational noise
experienced by users in proximity onsite and a patch of native vegetation emissions do not exceed Project
to the Project . Modified landscape from previous Ecosystem credit offsets = 1 noise trigger levels at any sensitive
. Landscaping proposed on the land uses receivers
southern property boundary
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Engagement

Low level of community interest due to site

location and relative lack of impacts

Between August 2024 and December 2025:

*  Over 17,000 project newsletters

delivered to homes, business and

community centres

* 13 responses to online feedback

survey

*  Four pop-up information sessions

held and 40 people spoken to

* Planned webinar cancelled due to

lack of registrations

Ongoing engagement with neighbouring
businesses

Social / Economic

Construction expected to create 100 FTE
roles, the vast majority of which will be
local workers

Additional 69 FTEs expected to be
generated by local purchases of goods
and services during construction

Direct spend of $43 million within NSW
economy

Construction impacts largely restricted to
immediate vicinity of the Project, with
wider impacts such as traffic to be
managed carefully

Minimal community impact during
operation
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Submissions Report

Overview

. 13 submissions from agencies and City of Newcastle Council
. 64 unique submissions (52 objectives, 3 providing support) and 9 objections from special interest groups. Of 61 objections, the closest is located 90km from

site, three supportive submissions located between 7 km and 40km from site.

Concerns Raised

Land suitability Contamination Modern Slavery I::f‘;:l?;’:\%%}’s Agricultural Impacts HaZ;:;ifn |_c ;ilre & Demi?iﬁtioer; local
Further Assessment
Visual Biodiversity Preliminary Hazard Analysis Hydrology Noise & Vibration
Conclusion

The project is appropriately located, undertaken in a manner that would not result in significant impacts to the community and environment, benefits of the project

outweigh temporary impacts. Overall, the project is justified and worth of development consent.
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DPHI - Assessment Report

The project is consistent with the Commonwealth’s Renewable Energy Target and NSW'’s Climate Change Policy
Framework and the Net Zero Plan Stage 1: 2020-2030.

The Department considers the project is a compatible land use in the context of the locality, noting it would be co-located with existing
electrical infrastructure within an established industrial estate and would not detract from the character of the local area

The project would provide flow-on benefits to the local community, including up to 100 construction jobs and contributions to Council.
The contributions to Council comprise a total benefit sharing value of $150 per MWh per annum for 20 years (paid as one upfront
payment prior to the commencement of construction) through a voluntary planning agreement.

The Department considers the project would not result in significant impacts on the local community or the environment, and any
residual impacts can be managed through conditions.

Overall, the Department’s assessment concludes that the project would result in benefits to the State of NSW and is in the public
interest. As such, the Department considers that the project is approvable subject to conditions.
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Conclusion

Ausgrid agrees with the content of the Assessment Report, and the Draft Conditions of Consent

Wired for good.




Thank you

For further information please
contact Emma Forbes:

batteries@ausgrid.com.au
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