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<THE MEETING COMMENCED

MR BAILEY: Good morning and welcome, everybody. Just before we do begin, I’d
like to acknowledge that I’'m speaking with you today from Yuin country, and I
acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands of all of the lands from which we’re
virtually meeting today, and I pay my respects to Elders past and present.

Welcome to the meeting today to discuss the Liverpool Range Quarry (SSD-
68063715) state significant development application currently before the Commission
for determination. The Applicant, ARDG Deans Quarry Pty Ltd proposes to develop a
hard-rock quarry and clay pit in the Upper Hunter Shire local government area,
approximately 10 kilometres northwest of Cassilis.

The project seeks approval to extract, process and transport up to 700,000 tonnes per
annum of hard rock and clay material over five years, for the sole purpose of supplying
construction materials to the approved Liverpool Range Wind Farm Project (state
significant development 6696).

My name is Terry Bailey and I’'m the Chair of the Commission Panel, and I’m joined
by my fellow commissioner, Sarah Dinning.

MS SARAH DINNING: Good morning.

MR BAILEY: We’re also joined by Kendall Clydsdale and Isaac Clayton from the
Office of the Independent Planning Commission.

And in the interests of openness and transparency and to ensure the full capture of
information, today’s meeting is being recorded, and a complete transcript will be
produced and made available on the Commission’s website.

This meeting is one part of the Commission’s consideration of this matter and will
form one of several sources of information upon which the Commission will base its
determination.

It’s important for the commissioners to ask questions of attendees and to clarify issues
whenever it’s considered appropriate. And if you’re asked a question and are not in a
position to answer, please feel free to take the question on notice and provide any
additional information in writing, which we will then be made available on our
website.

Just as we begin, I request that all members here today introduce themselves before
speaking for the first time, and for all members to ensure that they don’t speak over the
top of each other, to ensure accuracy of the transcript.

And just before beginning, may I ask first each member joining from Council to please
introduce yourself. And if applicable, when you’re doing that, provide a verbal
declaration of any actual or potential personal interest you may have in the project.
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Thank you. So, we’ll now begin. As part of beginning, what I’1l do is hand across to
Council for just any opening comments or presentations you might like to make.

MR MATTHEW PRINGLE: Thank you, commissioners. We actually don’t have a
presentation today. Are you happy for us just to do our introductions?

MR BAILEY: Happy to do introductions and then to seek any comments you might
have — no presentation is fine by me.

MR PRINGLE: Okay. I'm Matt Pringle, I’'m the Director of Environment and
Community Services at Upper Hunter Shire Council.

CR MAURICE COLLISON: I’'m Maurice Collison, Mayor of Upper Hunter Shire
Council and have nil interest.

MR BAILEY: Thanks, Mayor.

CR PAT RYAN: I’'m Pat Ryan, Deputy Mayor of Upper Hunter Shire Council. I don’t
have any interest, although I’ll point out that I do represent Council on the Liverpool
Plains Community Consultative Committee, of which I’ve attended my first meeting
only. So, I know a little, but not much, about this project.

MR GREG MCDONALD: Morning all, Greg McDonald, General Manager. I have
no conflicts.

CR PETER MCGILL: Councillor Peter McGill. I’'m from Murrurundi, a long way
from Cassilis. No conflicts whatsoever.

CR TROY STOLZ: Morning. Councillor Troy Stolz. I'm from Merriwa. No conflicts.
CR ALLISON MCPHEE: Allison McPhee, Councillor. Currently no conflicts.
CR EARLE SHIELDS: Earle Shields, Councillor. I have no conflicts either.

MR MATT CLARKSON: Matt Clarkson, Manager — Planning, Building and
Regulatory Services of Upper Hunter Shire Council.

MR BAILEY: Thanks all, for those introductions. Is there any overview comment that
you wanted to make around the application?

MR PRINGLE: Well, yes, if I could just say that we obviously put a submission into
this application last year. There were a couple of concerns that we had in relation to
waste, road upgrades, and the planning agreement. All of those issues were addressed
by the Proponent. We don’t have any objection to the development. We acknowledge
the benefits of the project in terms of reducing traffic movements on the Golden
Highway, having a local quarry as opposed to sourcing material from far away.
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The planning agreement, we have accepted an offer to enter into a planning agreement
with the developer. Under that planning agreement, the developer would be paying a
contribution of $50,000 per annum — oh so, one off, sorry, payment of $50,000 towards
the Cassilis community for community enhancement projects.

And we understand that road upgrades would be part of the Liverpool Range Wind
Farm Project itself. So, that’s why there’s no conditions relating to road upgrades in
the conditions of consent.

MR BAILEY: Thanks for that. So, it’s very helpful to hear that understanding on
where that status is on for the VPA, that’s very helpful for us. And that follow up is
also very helpful regarding the matters that were raised in the submission last year. So,
pleasing to get those updates.

So, I’'m hearing pretty clearly around the traffic piece and the waste piece, but
probably the most important thing that we would find helpful today, given that that
change has occurred between your submission last year and where you’re at today.
Have you had the opportunity or have staff had the opportunity to review the
conditions, and are you in a position to give us a view on the overall suite of
departmental conditions that have been put forward?

MR PRINGLE: Yes, the staff have reviewed the conditions. I have a couple of
comments just in relation to the conditions. The first one is, it’s not clear on the timing
of the road upgrades that are required for the quarry. As I said, we understand the road
upgrades being part of the wind farm project, however, I would have thought there
would have been a condition to make it clear when the road upgrades were required for
the actual quarry itself.

So, a condition around that, you know, the roads have to be upgraded prior to haulage
of material from the quarry, for example, or at what point is the intersection required to
be construction. So, that wasn’t clear.

The other matter was just around the linking the quarry project to the wind farm itself.
I guess, I couldn’t see a condition in there, but I would have thought there’d be a
condition stating that all project from the quarry had to be used for construction and
maintenance activities of the wind farm itself. I know that was part of — that’s, you
know, the application itself, but I would have thought a condition would have been
useful just to reinforce that.

MR BAILEY: No, that’s very helpful. So, I think we’re hearing clearly that, and you
said, that relationship of the proposal for the specific purpose and linking that back in.
And agreed, there is a complex piece at the moment that we’re looking at very closely
in the relationship between the approved wind farm development and this project, to
make sure that there is an appropriate sequencing and assurance around a series of
activities, including the road upgrade pieces. So, yes, really handy in there, a couple of
points that we are looking at very closely at the moment; that relationship between the
two.
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MR PRINGLE: Wondering if anyone else has any comments?

CR MCGILL: Yes, it states that it’s for five years — that ‘five years’ starts when?
When the wind farm’s well and truly commenced or ...? And is it five continuous
years, or can — whether a change of project etc., could that impact that?

MR BAILEY: Well, there’s probably a couple of pieces, but these are constructional
pieces. So, one expects that it’s got a tie into the constructional piece, and this is one of
the complex parts on that condition in terms of the linking to the wind farm itself, what
is the sequencing and the relationship between the two.

And the five years piece that we’re looking at, at the moment, is that it would be for a
period of five years and that potentially anything — and I’'m not hearing anything
different at this stage, but we’ll look at that more closely. But it’s an approval that’s
been sought for a period of five years, and that period of five years is really through
that construction component for the wind farm project. So, there’s a sequencing piece
that needs to be in place for the construction to occur.

So, we’re looking at all that to make sure that the approvals do talk to each other
logically, sensibly, and that there aren’t any perverse outcomes that come out of either
the two approvals in relation to each other.

MR PRINGLE: Any other questions or ...? Not at this stage, no? Commissioners, we
don’t have any other questions or comments.

MR BAILEY: I think I will hand over just to check in with Sarah as well for questions
and comments, noting that you’ve picked up the ones that we’d previously discussed
before coming into today’s meeting, that your opening statement has really addressed
that we were looking to. But Sarah, are there any other follow-up comments or queries
that you’ve got?

MS DINNING: No, nothing as follow-up, but as you said, Terry, they’re the things
we’re looking at too; that timing and the wording around the condition of the five
years. And what is — when it says, ‘the commencement of the development’, just
making sure that’s really clear exactly what that means. So, nothing further questions
or comments, Terry, thanks.

MR BAILEY: Thanks, Sarah. I’ll just check in as well with the Office. Kendall?
MR KENDALL CLYDSDALE: Nothing from the Office, thank you, Terry.

MR BAILEY: The Panel certainly appreciates your time and the information that
you’ve provided, because it’s given us a very clear understanding of that evolution in

where you’ve moved from between your submission to where you are now. For us,
that’s very helpful to hear.
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we’re looking at very closely and will be parts of the consideration in our
determination. So, we’ll keep working on those.

For your awareness, we will be undertaking a site visit next week. We have had open a
call for a public meeting and in the event that there’s not a substantial number of
people attending the public meeting, we’d be looking to do some one-on-one
consultations with those that express interest. Just so that you’re aware of that. And
that’ll occur next week.

And I don’t think — I’m just checking, Kendall, I don’t think there’s any questions on
notice that we particularly had from today, so I wouldn’t expect necessarily ...
Ordinarily when we get questions on notice at the end of a discussion like this, we
follow up with correspondence after today. But I just wanted to check with the Office
that I don’t think there’ll be a need for that today.

MR CLYDSDALE: No, I don’t believe so, Terry. But just to reiterate that any
correspondence to and from the Commission is always published on our website, so
Council’s able to track that through the ‘Case’ page. So, feel free to jump on there and
take a look as the case progresses.

MR BAILEY: Yes. So, in that sense, unless you’ve got anything else, that probably
covers what our interests were in having discussion today.

MR PRINGLE: Very good. We appreciate being given the opportunity.

MR BAILEY: Great. Thanks everyone again for your time. And as Kendall said, the
material will continue to update, including the other discussions that have gone on with
the Applicant today, the Department today, and we will be doing (for your awareness)
a conversation with Warrumbungle Shire Council this afternoon as well in the same
vein. And those materials will be up on our website in the coming days.

And if you’ve got any questions or queries that pop up in the next while, please feel
free to be in touch with Kendall through the Office. So, thanks again for your time.

[All say thank you]

>THE MEETING CONCLUDED

LIVERPOOL RANGE QUARRY (SSD-68063715) [14/10/2025] P-6



