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<THE MEETING COMMENCED

MR TERRY BAILEY: Just to give you a little bit of background as we go, but we’re
meeting today to discuss the state significant development application for the
Liverpool Range Quarry, which is SSD-68063715. And I’m speaking to you today
from Wiradjuri land and I acknowledge the traditional owners and custodian of the
land on which we’re meeting today.

So, my name is Terry Bailey and I’'m the Chair of the Panel. Joining me is fellow
commissioner, Sarah Dinning, and staff members for the Office of the Independent
Planning Commission, Stuart’s managing our recording and Kendall supporting us as
well.

And in the interests of openness and transparency, the meeting is recorded, and a full
transcript of the meeting is made available on the Commission’s website.

So, just a couple of other things. We are discussing the Liverpool Range Quarry, and
so our deliberations don’t relate to the Liverpool Range Wind Farm approval, which
was held in 2018.

And just as we go, Linda, could you just do an introduction, so it’s recorded for the
transcript. Yes.

MS LINDA GANT: Good morning, my name is Linda Gant and I’m a Cassilis
resident. I’'m a member of the Cassilis District Development Group, who I am coming
to represent today, and I’'m also on the Liverpool Range Wind Farm CCC committee
and a community member. But my role here today is as a representative from the
Cassilis District Development Group.

MR BAILEY: Feel free, Linda.

MS GANT: Cassilis District Development Group supports in principle the Liverpool
Range Quarry as a source of hard-rock material for the construction of the Liverpool
Range Wind Farm. Keeping as much development as possible within the Liverpool
Range Wind Farm footprint is seen as a positive outcome for the impact of community.

The reduction of vehicular movement on the public road system, reduced greenhouse
gas emissions from vehicular movement, and additional employment opportunities are
seen as positive outcomes for the proposed development for the Cassilis community.

It is the Cassilis District Development Group’s wish, however, that the developer
enters into a planning agreement with the impacted Upper Hunter Shire Council and
Warrumbungle Shire Council. It’s highly unlikely that the current Liverpool Range
Wind Farm voluntary planning agreement 2025 will provide adequate funding for the
upgrade and consequential maintenance of the public road systems, used by the
Liverpool Range Quarry traffic.
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If a planning agreement is not entered into between the Liverpool Range Quarry and
the Upper Hunter Shire Council, the council could be left with hefty maintenance
expenses for roads used by quarry traffic, sacrificing maintenance on other roads
covered by Tilt Renewables vehicle ways.

Furthermore, if the Proponent modifies the development application in the future to
include other customers, a planning agreement should be required. Therefore, it would
appear prudent to enter into a planning agreement at the onset of the Liverpool Range
Quarry operations.

The Liverpool Range Wind Farm Project’s Social Impact and Management Overview
Report under-reports on Cassilis community infrastructure, ignoring, for example, that
Cassilis Public School exists. And I quote from it, “In terms of community
infrastructure, Cassilis has a library open once a week for five hours, and the closest
school and hospital is located in Merriwa, which is around 30 minutes away.”

So, this is one of the problems that we have with the report and which I’ll go into a
little bit more. In addition to a library, there is a community hall, tennis courts, bowling
club, recreational park, and other community recreational facilities that draws residents
to Cassilis via the Rotherwood and Vinegaroy roads.

Coolah Hospital, school, pre-school and sporting activities are also around

30 kilometres away from Cassilis, drawing families from Cassilis to Coolah. Access to
Coolah is via the Rotherwood and Vinegaroy roads, the two roads significantly
impacted by the Liverpool Range Quarry.

A safety aspect overlooked in the Coolah, is the Coolah school bus collection and
turning point on Rotherwood Road and Yarrawonga Road intersection. And I’m not
sure if you’re familiar with this, but I do have a photograph.

MR BAILEY: I’ll take the photo, but we have gone and done a field trip and looked,
and saw that site.

MS GANT: So, I’ll just backpedal. And a safety aspect overlooked is the Coolah bus
collection and turning point on the Rotherwood Road and Yarrawonga Road
intersection. The section of Rotherwood Road from the Talbragar River to the
Yarrawonga intersection is currently gravel and it gets extremely dusty in dry weather,
causing poor visibility. There’s no designated pull-off area or signage for the bus stop.

Additional heavy traffic will increase the risk of accidents due to poor visibility, lack
of signage, and no designated pull off for this turning area for the school bus. Now,
that bus sometimes depends on the children on board, will sometimes do a turn there at
that intersection, or sometimes it’ll go further up Yarrawonga Road and then come
back.

And I think in the report it was quite dismissive of the fact that there is a school bus on
so much of that road. And it really — it’s increasingly a hazard now, and I think with
the impacted traffic, it’ll be a serious hazard.
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The Cassilis District Development Group is troubled by the lack of investment and
accountability by both state and federal governments to identify and quantify the
cumulative environmental, social and economic impacts arising from REZ related
activities. The lack of meaningful detail on cumulative impacts and how they will be
remediated by government and the developers, is of a deep concern to the Cassilis
community.

There appears to be no independent moderator with the capacity to check the validity
of private enterprise data and reports used in the development application process for
state significant developments. Regrettably, we see many mistakes within the reporting
and it’s difficult to get inaccuracies corrected.

So, those are the main points that we have. But, as I said at the onset, in principle, we
acknowledge that they do need quarry material and it’s far better that that’s maintained
in the footprint for practicality, really. But there are some serious issues that need
addressing as part of that development application, that don’t appear to have been
addressed sufficiently at this stage.

MR BAILEY: Thanks, Linda. And I think a number of those issues, you’d be advised
are issues that are deep in consideration, and we were in yesterday to have a look
through, and we’ve done a drive around as well. And I think you pointed to some of
the things that we’ve been thinking about, particularly that traffic maintenance and
your reference back to local councils.

MS GANT: Yes.

MR BAILEY: We’ve had stakeholder meetings directly with councils as well and
been informed by them as we keep sifting through.

MS GANT: The roads are a real problem, and we understand that the council is very
under-funded to do its job. This has been going on for a long time, and I think they
keep thinking at this end of the shire that a lot of our roads will be remediated through
the development. But if the money won’t be there to do what’s really required, and it
won’t spread out into the other roads that are in the area as well.

MR BAILEY: No, appreciate that, that’s really, really ... Thank you. Any other
questions or comments that you did want to capture here?

MS GANT: Look, we have as a community, as a broader community, had the
withdrawal of a lot of government services — telecommunications, agriculture, research
stations, it can go on and on. What that’s doing is that it’s taking away a lot of
information and referencing for a lot of these reports. So, there’s no one that has
continuity of information to make judgement on a lot of these reports.

We see a lot of the reports come out really flawed, and to get change is really hard.
The process that you’ve got to go through and, you know, like the traffic report that
was missing five annexure documents on the ... Saying that there’s no Cassilis Public
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School is still in it, there’s a thriving a little school out there. To say, you know, on the
Tilt Renewables impact on houses. There’s houses missing. And to try and change that
is really hard. There just doesn’t seem to be anyone moderating the information, and I
think because the government has withdrawn so many services and privatised so many
of their activities, it leads to a real ... There’s just not the information that was there to
be drawn on.

And no ... They’re not putting any benchmarks of what is now, what are the ... For
example, there’s a lot of talk about, with the renewables, about the plastics, you know,
the microplastics being shed or, the heavy metals, but nowhere is there any benchmark
for before the development starts. So, and no one’s taking responsibility for that, and
we as a community find that really worrying.

MR BAILEY: Thanks for all that, Linda.

MS SARAH DINNING: Thank you. Thank you, that was very helpful to us.

MR BAILEY: And just a reminder that if you’d like to add to the submission today,
that you’re welcome to do so. The written submission period is open until the 29th, so
5 p.m. next Wednesday, the 29th.

MS GANT: Yes.

MR BAILEY: And so, there’s an opportunity for written submissions to come in as
well via the website or via email. So, again, thank you for your time.

MS GANT: Thank you.
MR BAILEY: And enjoy the rest of the day — stay in the shade.

>THE MEETING CONCLUDED
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