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Port of Newcastle, Storage of Lithium-Ion Batteries (DA 8137-Mod-3) 

Request for Further Information 

Dear Mr Barry 

I refer to your letter of 5 September 2025 requesting further information on the above application 

that is currently with the Independent Commission for determination 

Request for comment on proposed condition of consent 

The Commission proposes a number of conditions and sought the Department’s advice as contained 

within Attachment A. The Department has reviewed the proposed conditions and provides the 

following advice.  

The Department (in consultation with its Hazards Team) does not consider that a Fire Safety Study is 

necessary as the Lithium-ion batteries are not operational, nor are they linked or being charged. A 

Fire Safety Study is usually prepared in accordance with the Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory 

Paper  No. 2 - Fire Safety Study Guidelines which investigates the suitability of fire-fighting measures 

and equipment for a proposal. The greatest risk for non-operational Lithium-ion batteries that are in 

storage is a fire event occurring as a result of damage to a battery unit. This could occur when 

batteries are being unloaded/loaded to the storage location or from impact damage to batteries 

within the storage facility. The personnel training requirement in the Battery Storage Management 

Plan (Condition B21 (a)) is considered a more effective way to manage operational risk from 

unloading and loading of batteries. 

It is considered that the risk of damage to a battery from transit and storage on site can be managed 

through the implementation of the requirements of proposed condition B21 - Battery Storage 

Management Plan and proposed condition B22 – Battery Fire Emergency Plan. In addition, proposed 

condition B20 requires the storage of batteries to be carried out in accordance with the Fire and 
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Rescue NSW Position Statements on Open Yard Storage of BESS, and Emergency Plan 

Requirements At Sites Having Lithium Batteries, and the Preliminary Hazard Analysis (and 

Addendum). The Department considers that the implementation of these conditions would ensure 

the safety of personnel and minimise property impacts from the storage of batteries on the site.  

I have attached the Department’s response to the Commission’s draft conditions (Attachment A) and 

the draft Instrument of Modification Consent with the recommended conditions, as amended 

following consideration of the Commission’s proposed conditions, for your information. 

Request for information 

The modification application, as amended on 2 May 2025, states in Section 3 Proposed Development 

3.1.1 Site Layout (DA8137 (Mod 3) – Storage of Lithium Ion Batteries (Class 9 DG) At Mayfield 

Modification Report – Port of Newcastle Operations Pty Ltd 2 May 2025) that “Batteries may be 

stored for up to 12 months as required by projects to allow for time differences between 

manufacturer, transport by sea, individual project site readiness and overland transportation”. On 

this basis the Department assessed the Application as the storage of an individual battery for a 

maximum duration of up to 12 months. 

The Commission has asked the Department to advise: 

1. If storage of LIBs on the Site beyond 12 months is appropriate? 

The Department considers that the storage of batteries for periods of 12 months or more is 

appropriate as the risk of a fire safety event is low as the batteries are not being operated or 

charged. The proposed Battery Storage Management Plan requires appropriate separation 

distances between batteries and clusters of batteries,  between batteries and other cargo 

and site boundaries,  access for emergency vehicles,  a protocol for managing damaged 

batteries and regular monitoring of batteries. The Department’s Hazards Team is supportive 

of these proposed requirements and has no concerns with storage of batteries on the site for 

periods of 12 months or more.   

2. If a time limit is required to be imposed via conditions of an instrument of modification should 

the Application be determined by way of approval? 

The Department does not consider that a condition is required to specify a time limit for the 

period of storage of batteries. Condition A2 of DA 8137 requires the development to be 

carried out in accordance with the relevant Application documents. In relation to Mod 3 

proposed condition A2 d) lists the Application documents with which the storage of batteries 

must be carried out. As the Modification Report specifically sought approval for a storage 

duration of up to 12 months, the Department does not consider it is necessary to have a 

specific time limit condition.  




























