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 Our ref: SSD-56284960 

Stephen Barry  

Planning Director – Independent Planning Commission 

Via email:  

Subject: Restart of Redbank Power Station (SSD-56284960) – Response to Request for 

Information 

Dear Mr Barry 

I refer to your letter dated 1 August 2025, requesting additional information regarding the 

Department’s assessment and recommendation of the state significant development (SSD) 

application for the Restart of Redbank Power Station (SSD-56284960). The Department’s response 

to the matters outlined in the letter are provided below. 

NSW Court of Appeal Judgement on Mount Pleasant Optimisation Project 

In Denman Aberdeen Muswellbrook Scone Healthy Environment Group Inc v MACH Energy Australia Pty 

Ltd [2025] NSWCA 163, the NSW Court of Appeal found consideration had not been given to the 

impact of climate change, as contributed to by the emissions from the project, on the locality as 

required under s 4.15(1)(b) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 

The Restart of the Redbank Power Station project would result in the emission of an estimated 

annual 17,773 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (t CO2-e/year) of direct (Scope 1) emissions and 

20,642 t CO2-e/year of indirect (Scope 3) emissions, or a total of 38,415 t CO2-e/year for the project. 

The United Nations Environment Programme’s Emissions Gap Report 2023 estimates global 

emissions at between 52 to 56 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent by 2030 based on different 

policy scenarios. Conservatively assuming global emissions are at 52 gigatonnes in 2030, the 

project would represent a 0.00007% contribution to global emissions. The Department considers 

that the contribution of the project to any impact on the locality from climate change, would be 

immaterial.    

The Department notes that the Applicant indicated it would mitigate emissions primarily through 

carbon offsetting, consistent with the NSW emission trajectory towards net zero by 2050. Scope 3 

emissions from offsite handling and transport of biomass are a similar scale to direct emissions and 

would be subject to state emissions reductions targets for the transport, agricultural and stationary 

energy sectors. 
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Guiding Principles of the Climate Change (Net Zero Future) Act 2023 

The Department has provided consideration of the guiding principles at section 8 of the Climate 

Change (Net Zero Future) Act 2023 in Attachment A.  

Regulation of the clearing of invasive native species  
The clearing of invasive native species (INS) is regulated under the Land Management (Native 

Vegetation) Code 2018 (the Code) under the Local Land Services Act 2013 (the Act). There are two 

pathways for clearing under Part 2 - INS of the Code. 

Division 1 provides for low impact clearing of INS (as defined in the Code) which can be undertaken 

after a notification is made to Local Land Services (LLS), or a voluntary code compliant certificate is 

obtained where LLS carries out additional assessment (including a property visit) to provide 

certainty that proposed clearing meets requirements of the Code.  

Division 2 provides for moderate impact clearing of INS (as defined in the Code) which requires a 

mandatory code compliant certificate following assessment by LLS. 

Depending on the division that applies, the Code includes specific requirements related to clearing 

methods, density thresholds for clearance and vegetation retention.  

Further information is available in the attached LLS guide for assisting landowners in managing INS. 

Objects of the EP&A Act 

The reference to ‘gas-fired power stations’ in Table 13, Object (b) of the Departments Assessment 

Report is an error. The Department has corrected the error and made some additional revisions in 

the revised text below to replace the bullet point under the subheading of inter-generational equity: 

The Department recognises that the NSW energy market is in a state of transition from one dominated 

by coal-fired power stations to a renewable energy mix. Whilst this transition is being fuelled by 

investment in variable renewable energy such as solar and wind supported by battery storage systems 

and pumped hydro, power stations like Redbank that provide a continuous source of energy are still 

required to play a crucial role in firming the State’s electricity supply during the transition to achieve 

inter-generational equity regarding addressing climate change and its impacts on future generations.  

Other matters 

The Department notes the discussion at its briefing with the IPC regarding the intersection of the 

Golden Highway and Long Point Road. The Department notes there is an existing dedicated right 

turn lane from the Golden Highway for the intersection. 












































