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MR A. HUTTON: Okay. Good afternoon everybodyhahk you for coming along
today. Before | begin the meeting, | would juke lto acknowledge the traditional
owners and the land of which we meet, the Anaiweopie, and | would like to pay
my respects to their elders, past and presenticatine Elders from other
communities who may be with us here today. Welctmtlis meeting today. UPC
Renewables, the applicant, is seeking to develogpna720 megawatt solar farm and
battery storage facility located six kilometrestezddUralla and eight kilometres
south of Armidale in the Uralla Shire local goveemharea. My name is Andrew
Hutton and | am the chair of this particular IP@@la Joining me are my fellow
Commissioners, Professor Snow Barlow, on my leiti Brofessor Zada Lipman on
my right. Also assisting us today is Callum Fathd Brad James from the
Commission secretariat who are sitting on the tabér there.

Before | continue, 1 would like to just state tladltappointed Commissioners must
make an annual declaration of interest, identifypotential conflicts with their
appointed role. And, for the record, we are unavadrany conflicts in relation to

our determination of this proposed application.uYean find additional information
on the way we manage potential conflicts in ouiqygbaper which is available on
the IPC website. And, in the interests of openmaesktransparency, today’s meeting
is being recorded and a full transcript will be gwoed and made available on the
Commission’s website.

So the purpose of the meeting really today is agounhg the public the opportunity
to speak with the Commission, or the panel andi$oto hear your views on the
assessment report prepared by the Department iRty Industry and
Environment before we determine the application.w@at about the role of the IPC.
So the Independent Planning Commission of New S@ldles was established by
New South Wales government on thieof March 2018 as an independent statutory
body operating separately to the Department ofrittay) Industry and Environment.

The Commission plays an important role in strengjtige transparency and
independence in the decision making process foomagvelopment and land use
planning in the State of New South Wales. Thefkegtions of the Commission
include determining State significant developmeli@ations, conducting public
hearings for development applications and othetersaind providing independent
expert advice on other planning and developmentemsaivhen requested by the
Minister of Planning or the Planning Secretary.

It is important to note that the Commission is rahejpendent consent authority for
the State significant developments and providesdaiitional level of scrutiny where
there are more than 25 public objections, whereetlsea reportable political
donation or where there has been an objectiondyedievant local council. The
Commission is not involved in the department’s ass®nt of this project or the
preparation of their report or any of their findengithin it.
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In terms of where we are in the process, this mges one part in the steps of the
process towards determination. We have been brieféhe department. and we
have met with the applicant and we have also nuatytevith the Uralla Shire
Council. Transcripts of these meetings will beilade on our website. After
today’s meeting we may convene with relevant stakigrs to clarify or seek further
information if we require on any matters that aised. Records of all these
meetings will be included in our determination népehich will also be published
on the website.

Tomorrow we are undertaking a site inspection. "é&/gbing to visit the project site.
The applicant, the Commission and a neighbourinddaner will be in — will attend
the site inspection and details of the site ingpeawill be available, again, on the
Commission’s website. Importantly, the Commissisrieave reviewed all of the
written submissions received by the Departmentlafftng, Industry and
Environment which are published on that departnsengbsite. The Commission
will also accept written comments in relation tstproject up until 5 pm on Tuesday
the 18" of February 2020.

So anyone can send in written comments to the Cesiom before that time. You
can do so by sending your comments to the Comnmmigsieemail to
ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au or by posting to the Indepah&anning Commission New
South Wales, Level 3, 201 Elizabeth Street, SydwgW 2000. If you need to get
that information again, the gentlemen from the esiaciat will be able to provide that
for you.

Following today’s meeting, we will endeavour toetetine the application as soon
as possible however there may be some delaysfihgd¢hat we need to pursue
additional information. Before | move to the firsggistered speaker, of which there
are six today, | just want to establish groundstte everyone who is participating
in this meeting today. Importantly, this meetisgidt a debate and we will not take
questions from the floor and we will not permitanéections. Our aim is to provide
the maximum opportunity for people to speak antiderd by the Commission. And
we do ask that the speakers refrain from makingnsifve or threatening or
defamatory statements as per our guidelines avaitabour website.

For many people, public speaking is very difficutid so we would like there to be
respect. Though you may not agree with everythimghear today, each speaker
has the right to be treated with that respect aatdin silence. Today’s focus is
really about public consultation and our panelasehto listen, not to comment. We
may ask questions or seek clarification but usuaky is not necessary and it will be
most beneficial if your presentation is focusedlmissues that concern you in
relation to the application. It is important tleserybody registered to speak receives
a fair share of time and | will be enforcing timekéng rules as the Chair. Each
speaker has already been given allocated time whidglhadvise ad the beginning of
their presentation.
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| reserve the right to allow additional time ifdresider that it's appropriate. For
notice, a warning bell will sound one minutes beftire speakers allotted time is up
and, then once again, when it runs out, and | 8dtes if you're speaking, you
endeavour to respect these time limits. If you Mdilke to project something onto
the screen, as some speakers may wish to do, @easgour presentation to Callum
or Brad before we -your presentation so we canlgetup on the technology. If you
have a copy of your presentation, it would be yeaipreciated if you could provide
that copy to the secretariat after you speak argaiint after the presentation today.

Please note, any information given to us may beenpautblic and the Commission’s
privacy statement governs our approach to yourmédion. If you would like a

copy of our privacy statement, that can also baiobt from one of the secretariat or
from our website. Finally, just a last bit of hekseping, just to make sure everyone
has their mobile phones turned off or on sileravoid disruptions. Otherwise |
would now like to call the first speaker please.

The first speaker today is Killian Wentrup who épresenting the applicant, UPC
Renewables, and Killian has 10 minutes.

MR K. WENTRUP: Would you like me to stand at teetern or - - -
MR HUTTON: Yes, if you don’'t mind, please. Yes.

MR WENTRUP: Thank you, chairman. Good afternegaryone. My name is
Killian Wentrup, head of solar development, UPC &eables Australia. And, as
the chairman said, we are the developer, and tireoand the applicant of the New
England Solar Farm project which is currently betngsidered for planning
approval.

Firstly, it's really nice to see so many familiacés here and | want to thank
everyone of you for making time and giving up ypurate time to come here to this
meeting. As was stated, today is primarily ab@ie€hing to the community and I'm
going to try and stick to my 10 minutes. And mig jeere is really just to summarise
our application as it currently stands because ave Imade some important changes
and refinements over the last two years. As wkradlv, New South Wales, in
particular, is in urgent need of new investment anergy generation capacity.
Around - - -

MR HUTTON: Killian, sorry, Killian, to interrupt.Could | just ask that you present
to the panel rather than the audience, if you dortd please.

MR WENTRUP: Sure.
MR HUTTON: Thank you.

MR WENTRUP: Around 7000 megawatts of coal firegetion capacity will
close in New South Wales in under 15 years dugécaad technical life of those
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facilities and this needs to be replaced. Thesfam that today solar, and
increasingly solar and battery energy storagedsteapest form of new power
generation globally and anywhere in the world vaithple sun, this is the technology
that makes the most sense to replace that coapiteehe fantastic rainfall that
we’re experiencing here in New England at the mdiéew England tablelands is
certainly a suitable location due to its ample isaource, its altitude and also the
grid capacity in the region. And this has been gacged by many, including the

New South Wales government, TransGrid, the Austnadinergy market operator
and others. And it is seen as an ideal locatiotafge scale wind and solar for these
reasons.

UPC believes that the New England Solar Farm,atedtas 720 megawatt solar and
battery project with up to 200 megawatts, two hairsattery storage is a key part

of a solution for New South Wales energy supply ihie future. The first thing |
would like to highlight is our community engagemaantivities over the last two
years. | have had the pleasure of working wital@eople in Uralla for over two
years now. We held our second community drop $sise in this venue here nearly
two years ago. In that time, | would like to thiolr team has forged some really
positive relationships. | think we have gaineduadle feedback on our proposal.
We have refined our plans and we have learnt alshat gives Uralla and the region
its character.

Some of the highlights include over 70 face to faxe®tings with locals, 7 open door
policy community drop in sessions, several brieditg council, updates regularly by
email, letter, our dedicated website and our Fagklpage and opening our Uralla
office in Bridge Street nearly a year ago. We halge worked closely with
representatives of the local Anaiwan people dutieg Aboriginal cultural heritage
surveys and we continue to do so as the projegresses. |If this project if
approved, | want to make it clear that we are caexchiLO0 per cent to continuing to
work with locals and, in particular, our near ndighrs to ensure that the
construction and operations of this project go simgdoecause ultimately it's our
reputation at risk and we want to be good neighband | will talk a little bit more
about that later.

I would like to quickly highlight, if | can, somd the reports — the Department of
Planning, Industry and Environment’s assessmeportdéindings. The DPIE has
considered our EIS and all of the submissions veckirom the community to date
and further amendments made by UPC in its amendrapatt and its response to
submissions in the middle of last year. The depant’s report, released in 2019,
recommended approval of the project with conditj@tated that the government
considers the site to be appropriate for a sotan &and considered that the project
would result in net benefits to New South Wales tiedlocal community and is
therefore in the public interest.

The department’s assessment report also notethi&vo most common issues
mentioned in community submissions received oneonironmental impact
statement were, firstly, concerns about visual ictgand, secondly, competing land
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uses, specifically competition with primarily thgregultural land use in the region
and on the site that is proposed. These issueswatronly considered in detail by
UPC and our consultant CMM but also in the depantrireits assessment report.
And I would like to just quickly highlight some tie findings on those two
important issues which were of primary importar@éhe community based on the
submissions.

On visual impact, the department’s report founditgacts on the local landscape
have been minimized through project design, inclgdixclusion zones providing
significant buffers between solar panels and reside. Any residual impact was of
negligible to low nature. There would be no sigraifit visual impacts on
surrounding residences. And the department fobatthe rural character of the
area would be preserved as far as practicable.

On agricultural land use the department found,targdis consistent with our own
assessment, 90 per cent of the site is classiedigdive or six category class land
which means there are at least moderate limitatioterms of the productivity of
the soil types there. The inherent agriculturgladality of the land would not be
affected by the project over the long term becaiidke relatively low impact nature
of the development. The project would not sigmifity impact on neighbouring
agricultural activities, which is a key point obugly from the community’s point of
view. The department also recommended requirentemeturn the land to
agricultural use following decommissioning and UB@lso supportive of such
requirements.

The department also noted our plans to work witidtelders to continue sheep
grazing on the solar farm, and | will talk a lithbout that in a moment. The nature
of a lot of these findings from the department hgjtts the approach that UPC has
taken over the last two years which | would chaase¢ as primarily focused on
avoidance of impacts and refinement where possibleoughout the last two years
we’ve been listening to the community and, whengrapriate, we have made
changes to our plans. We have prioritised avoidafiémpacts where we can before
looking at mitigation measures, making refineméathe layout of the project and
adapting our construction strategy significantly.

The New South Wales government has itself expficgtognised the efforts we
have made to avoid impacts on agricultural landeweourses, biodiversity, traffic
impacts and cultural heritage impacts. Some ofhtapr refinements that we've
made to our plans over the last two years, thaiuld/like to highlight. Firstly and
foremostly, removal of the southern ..... areateAlistening to nearby landholders
and engaging with them over an extensive peridthed, particularly residents and
nearby landholders in the Salisbury Plains are@. détided to remove this from the
current development application in the middle st igear and communicated this to
the broader community.

Secondly, significant refinement of the broadefjgeblayout, namely the northern
and central areas as well. Following detailedusons with locals, particularly in
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the Kellys Plains area, we have increased exclugioes and setbacks from the
residential area to the north-east and this is amdrabove the, | would call it, pre-
emptive exclusion zone which we imposed ourselvies o lodging our EIS.

Along with the natural undulation of the landscape the remaining trees on the
outskirts of the project site, this helps to shitld vast majority of residents within a
two kilometre radius from having any views of thejpct.

For the one — residents located within a one kiloenedius of the infrastructure,
and we do acknowledge that there is one resideve@)creased the distance to one
kilometre in its northerly aspect and 450 metrethensouth. The central array, | will
comment, is even more hidden from views from neaglsyjdences of which there are
very few due to the rolling landscape and the raemgitrees in the area.

The next important one is the removal for the nfee@ workers accommodation
village from the application. In response to femddbfrom some nearby residents,
and | would say it was a very small number, buibsesty taken, we worked with our
contractors and became confident that it couldeb@oved from our application.

This is also a positive for the region and for lirdecause the workers who do need
to come in will thus need to utilise local accommtoh, local services, local
eateries and other businesses and it will havesgiy®impact on the town and the
region.

Finally, 1 would like to highlight the reduction the number of local roads utilised
for the construction phase. In response to feddfsam some residents about the
use of Munsies Road, we decided to avoid this attuey, improving safety and
amenity for people and the safety of stock. Ahstouction traffic will travel from
the New England Highway by Barleyfields Road Natid then along Big Ridge
Road. And we are proposing and agreeing to upgredentire length of the access
route to site, we will be sealing Big Ridge RoadTétres wide — 7.2 metres wide,
all the way to the end of where the gravel roademily ends and it becomes a farm
track. We will not use Barleyfields Road South,dies Road or Gostwyck Road.

Anyone who has come to one of our drop in sessiassalready heard about the
benefits of this project more broadly so | will jugiickly highlight the key ones.

The project will create jobs during constructiorat will create jobs on an ongoing
basis. Those numbers are significant, particularlyonstruction where it could be
500 to 700 jobs at the peak, depending on if thieehais built at the same time as
the solar farm. We will upgrade the local roadastructure, as | just mentioned. In
times of drought this project will help supportdifferent families farming
operations in the area.

MR HUTTON: Please continue.

MR WENTRUP: Thank you. We propose, and are waykwvith landholders, to
continue sheep grazing within the solar farm. Thisnportant so that an

agricultural link to the site is maintained andlgo helps manage vegetation and it
creates significant research opportunities whicthenee started to explore at an early
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stage with interested parties such as CSIRO, UNEo#mers in the industry who are
very interested in this. And of course we havemmunity benefit sharing initiative
which we intend to launch at the same time as coctsdn, starting with $100,000 in
year one and increasing to close to $200,000 pairrarby the start of full operations
for the life of the project.

Why are we doing these things and why have takisrafiproach of avoidance and
refinement? Because we'’re a long term investorvemavant to be here for the long
term. We've been developing wind and solar faranofer 25 years internationally
and we want to keep doing so here in Australiaandnd the world in a responsible
way. Because of this we take a collaborative aggro We want to work with locals
and develop good relationships to be a good neighbbhis includes looking at
opportunities for working with groups such as tbateern New England Landcare
group and the Closing the Gap Initiative and | deaped to see that there are some
speakers on the agenda today who are going to -avenelated with those groups
because we want to look and see how we can suipjitcatives in the area going
forward, beyond what we have to do as a part efjeslative approvals process.

So, in closing, UPC supports the findings of thpadtment’s assessment report
which recommended approval of the project. We tiwdée council is supportive, that
no State agencies objected. We encourage theol@@prove the project with
appropriate conditions and | would like to than& thralla community again for
working with us collaboratively and cooperativelyer the last two years. And if
the project is approved then we look forward to kirmg with you into the future.
Thanks.

MR HUTTON: Thank you. | would now like to cali¢ second speaker, Anthony
Spiller, who has 15 minutes.

MR HUTTON: You're right, mate. We don’t counttenology time as speaking
time. There we go. Thank you, Mr Spiller.

MR T. SPILLER: Thank you. Well, IPC panel, URgecutives, fellow
participants, my name is Tony Spiller, if you dokritow me, and I'm a resident from
Kellys Plains in the Uralla Shire. 1 live one padd removed from the planned solar
farm of the UPC New England Solar Farm ..... andnumyber is, on the company
map, N6. From the outset | would like to say thatare supporters of clean and
renewable energy. But there is a cost of counsarfgthing that we put in place, and
one is a potential cost to the biota, the faunathedlora.
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| must say also, from the outset, though, thatvelfaund the UPC executive very
accommodating and they are prepared to listen enaig@n our concerns, so thank
you for that. My wife, Frances, and | are longnieesidence at our property,
Goobragandra, and we have been significantly iraein planting of native
vegetation on our property as part of the closihtne gap, functional habitat for
threatened New England fauna project. To dateave planted more than 3000
native trees on our property. The Closing the @afect was partially funded by
the New South Wales government’s Environmental flpusgramme and was run by
Southern New England Landcare.

The project ran from 2016 to 2019 and 14,200 segslwere planted by 15 local
landholders in this project alone. There have lpgejects before that. This one has
replaced them so there has been a lot more plathtargthe Closing of the Gap
project. Individual landholders contributed appnoately half of the cost of their
individual projects. The species planted were ehder their ability to thrive in our
local area and create connectivity with other plegg and so assist fauna restoration
and migration.

Well, what is the aim of Closing the Gap? Pasicatjural practices, for example
extensive land clearing, wood getting and overgiahiave led to a highly
fragmented and degraded rural landscape resuttitags of ecosystem connectivity.
So there’s plenty of gaps and the project is abyirig to close those gaps. The
project aims to connect ecosystems in the easttiuitbe in the west of the tablelands
by strategic revegetation plantings in the intere$toiodiversity and maintenance of
populations of declining and threatened woodlamdsbi So we see here the Closing
the Gap is to close the gap from these areas Wwareh is Dangars Falls area through
to Invergowrie and that area, so it's this areaher

MR HUTTON: Excuse me, Mr Spiller, for the benefitthe transcript, could you
stay near the microphone. But on that is a laseter that will help - - -

MR SPILLER: Is that the dot?

MR HUTTON: That's the dot.

MR SPILLER: Okay.

MR HUTTON: There we go. Thank you.

MR SPILLER: So here itis here. It's 23 kilonedtrand then fauna, birds especially
from this area, that have access to the full rang&ew South Wales and the coast,
are able to migrate and travel across here likg tised to, to this area and then
they’ve got access to southern Queensland atithés tSo the project is to do these
plantings as significant staging points, as steggitnes so they can actually move
across to where they used to. And that is a gepda of what Closing the Gap is
about. So the 23 kilometre gap in habitat conmggtsouth of Armidale and north

of Uralla, extending from Mt Butler and Invergowirethe west to Gara Gorge and
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Dangars Falls in the east and a 15 kilometre soutiaension of this zone to
Gostwyck and Hillview Road.

Now, what has the restoration involved? The gapénecosystem connectivity is
preventing and/or inhibiting the movement and disgkof 15 threatened species
between the eastern and western sides of thedallaind also migration of other
species and no just birds. Since at least thesl $&@dlings of native trees and
shrubs have been planted to establish vegetationdors and new habitat for these
and other species. So we can see here, therels alanting and then on the hill
beyond is one that is a little bit older, and thaseconnecting up existing remnant
vegetation which happens to be yellow box and mbipom here in the foreground,
yellow box on the hill.

Other plantings, examples, this good looking fellwsve is about to plant in an area
that has been ..... for the first time and thesdlae plants. And over the back there,
you can see the background area of the paddoclchwahe fairly devoid of
vegetation. The actual solar ray at our place thigarea, up in here, up through
there, on top of the hill. And my good wife, phgtaph taken yesterday, this is that
planting six years later. Now, it has had horrergdigh temperatures and dry effect
for the worst drought ever. And | can tell you, really copped it and the dust that
we’ve got off paddocks and that is unbelievablés drit.

These trees have survived. | haven't watered tiecapt for the first year and they
are n ow nearly six years old. Here’s another shtitat planting that you saw | was
about to do in the last slide. That's what it 8o it can work because thee plantings
have has very hard conditions and we are reallysglé what's happening there.
Okay. These plantings by landholders and othere baen in strips and blocks to act
as stepping stones for birds in this gap areadiB&wsity reports would be enhanced
by mentioning plantings in the landscape by locatiod extent in the landscape.
Plantings are ongoing. So when reports are daereports and environmental
impact reports, it would be nice if the company hahtioned the extent of these
plantings because they’re important to the landscémot quite now then hopefully
in the future.

These plantings by land — yes. Over time, theaetplgs have increased the amount
and quality of habitat available for threatened dadlining fauna and help their
movement across this gap. Okay. | will go bacthtd one, if | can. This is the
projected solar array. And the Closing the Gapld/oum down here and it would
run up here. So it effectively has a reasonaliéfint on the area of Closing the
Gap.

Okay. the New England Solar Farm is proposed siteseast of Uralla and south of
Armidale and will cover direct footprint of approxately 2000 hectares across two
areas of land currently used for grazing. Thisareerlaps that of the Closing the
Gap connectivity project. By virtue of its locatiand lateral extent within the
restoration zone, the New England Solar Farm actssagnificant barrier to formal
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movements and across to habitat and access tamtabhe UPC environmental
impact statement, page 98, states:

Impacts are not anticipated to be significant given the low diversity and
abundance of the fauna recorded. As part of the Closing the Gap project,
systematic bird surveys were carried out by a professional ornithologist. The
survey covered 36 sites within the gap area, targeting threatened and declining
woodland birds and other fauna. The results recorded 994 individual birds
from 69 species and 37 familiesin the spring of 2017 survey. These included
woodland birds with declared status of declining, threatened and of
conservation significance.

And this is one threatened bird that was photogedph the survey within the area

of Closing the Gap and proximal to the solar apmjection. And its name is the
Dusky Woodswallow. This is the speckled warblett drwas taken at CSIRO
Chiswick at that time and it's also a threatened.b/And this one here, the Scarlet
Robin, also threatened. And the photograph waentak that bird in the bird survey.
The Closing the Gap project has demonstrated taditesed paddock trees have high
conversation value for remnant native fauna, esfigdiollow utilising birds, bats
and reptiles. They are not to be viewed as sirdpbd trees with little conversation
significance. Rather as important habitat elementsagmented landscapes.
Revegetation plantings are providing new functidraditats.

There are a few isolated remnant trees in the aortarray that are — these are just
an example of where we live. And this is up tHeffom us, and those trees are
within the projection of the solar farm. And | leaspoken to Tim Kirk about that
and I'm going to stay on his back until he can mtheeboundary to save those trees
because there must be lots of others but thegasirgees near us that | happen to
know. And this area here is the official bounddlys is where the solar array will
be. This stays as paddock and | can’t see whydbeld not accommodate, once
again, because they’ve been very good at accommggdand run a line across there
and keep these trees.

Because we happened to just walk up there witle-btbther in law had his camera
and he took photographs of the Striated Pardaltesh is a bird of great interest to
ornithologists, and it is a migrant visitor. Arftese pardalotes come in winter time
to the New England area and they were photographetdat branch out there.

MR HUTTON: Mr Spiller, could you go back to thiede showing the layout and
point where these trees are. Sorry to ask yow toagk.

MR SPILLER: Where the trees are?

MR HUTTON: Yes. So if you back to there, if yoauld point where on that map

MR SPILLER: Well, this is only one plot of tree$ere we - - -
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MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

| understand that, yes
Okay.
Yes.

So those trees would be just witlia &rray here where I'm

shaking the pointer

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

Okay. Okay. Thank you.
And we live here.
Okay.

So — and they have accommodated byimgadhe boundary because

there’s a lot of vegetation here which is mature #rey have accommodated, moved
the boundary to allow those trees to remain. Awy’'ve moved the boundary from
where I'm shaking the pointer to where it is now.

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

Yes. Okay.

But the trees are actually just there
Thank you.

Okay. | went back the other way.
Sorry to - - -

That'’s all right. Okay. So therehigh conservation value and uses

of them as stepping stones. And | get the sense fine environmental impact
statement that they’re being dismissed a bit bexdlissa denuded landscape and it's
— but, to me, they’re even more important thatt’shell there is for the birds and for
animals who might use them. Since that’s all theredo | get time for having to go

back?

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

MR HUTTON:

MR SPILLER:

MR HUTTON:

Yes

Sorry.

Yes, no, that’s fine.

Yes. Yes. Okay. All right.

We won't take question time off you.
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MR SPILLER: [won't be long.
MR HUTTON: You're fine. Won't take question tinodf you. That's fair.

MR SPILLER: Okay. So that's a visiting migratggrdalote. Okay. So we would
like to make a few recommendations that come freggougsions around the traps. In
relation to biodiversity and Closing the Gap, whas been done elsewhere to reduce
the effect of solar farms on connectivity and biedsity. So it would be good
research to see what's happening in Europe, otimés pf Australia. Wherever.

Okay. We're recommending, save wherever posgitdgyre trees. And | think that
they’ve taken that onboard, the company, and kttat's what they want to do.

But be conscious of it because | heard, beforenbeting started, that an access road
to the farm, today, had beautiful mature eucalyptess cut down, that had hollows

in them for nesting sites and all, so it startéchegan today.

So, please, what can you do to save the trees&teCienctional vegetation corridors
across. Now, that's a big one. We have askedhimhappen but it has been — the
company has said that they can’t do that really.c&uld they create functional
vegetation corridors across the solar farm, angetaee small places where it would
be much easier to do than others. Support natigetagon plantings with in the
broader footprint. So it's not the just the foatpof where the solar farm is. The
footprint extends way beyond that. The footprinanything that is affected as it
approaches or can’t pass through the solar faronca8 they support — and they have
been doing that because I'm the recipient of atpign But can they continue.

And this is a big one. “Compensation offsets tddwal”. Now, | know that the
regulation is that the compensation offsets forldiss of flora can be anywhere in
New South Wales and the company has said it prghablbe because there’s not
enough biodiversity or forest area to make it argdtight. Well, the logic is, we
need it here. This is the place. We're closirgdhp and growing some areas could
actually really support. So, please, look at —y@m actually approach the
authorities and say “Can we change that to makedhgensation offsets local?”

I’'m sure we would all really appreciate that. Asupport and create connectivity
however possible as a responsibility of the UPC.

So, in conclusion, we hope that the UPC feels parate responsibility to build a
solar farm as not only a sustainable industry g # assist with the restoration of
the fragmented landscape this helping to closgdpefor functional habitat of
threatened and declining New England fauna. Tiyaiwk

MR HUTTON: Thank you, Mr Spiller. 1 would nowki to call Karen Zirkler from
the Southern New England Landcare Group. | belike@n has a presentation and
you've been allocated 15 minutes. Thank you.

MS K. ZIRKLER: All right. Well, good afternoopanel members.
Coincidentally, I've called my presentation the gaiming but I've got a different
focus. So I'm Karen Zirkler, executive officer aluthg-time Landcare coordinator
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at Southern New England Landcare. | think I'verbeandcare coordinating for
something like 25 years and, you know, environniesti#nce degree, working with
communities over a very long time. So who is SeutiNew England Landcare. |
just wanted to give you a very brief snippet oftbrganisation.

It's a pretty impressive organisation. Our misstothis is our core thing that we do,
to lead, connect and enable our communities to theatsustainability goals. And |
think, from what I've seen with Tony’s presentatiém pretty proud that we've
enabled and helped just one of our community mesntoelbe able to stand up here
and speak like that. We’ve got about 30 groups.ré\fet for profit. We've got a

30 year history of positive impact in our communi#nd our community is not just
the Uralla community but it's the Armidale regiaght up to Guyra and Ben
Lomond; in the south, right down past Walcha, deavhNowendoc; Ebor in the east
and the smaller locality of Kingstown in the we3that’s roughly our region.

So we’ve got three, and we used to have four Igoaérnment areas to deal with and
liaise with. We’'ve got about 760 members and thgtbwing, members and friends.
That’'s growing. We’ve got urban, we’ve got ruragdmmbership. And our board —
we’re run by a bboard of — volunteer board of divexand they’re all local people.
Those about — probably about 12 months ago decgieeh the interest in renewable
energy developments in our region here. We takeus&ral stance on renewable
developments because we’ve got members who armémnbers who are against
and everywhere in between.

Just by the way, a little handout that I've gotdted up on the back table but I will
give you one of these, some of our achievementstbedast 12 months. Pretty well
respected organisation amongst Landcare commuaitiess the nation and
internationally actually. The Closing the Gap patj look, | wouldn’t be telling you
much more than what Tony Spiller has just told y8ut we got about $100,000
from the State government three, four years agaki® — to do that project, to close
that east/west gap or to work towards closingt00,000 is not going to do it. 12 to
15 landholders got involved. We actually restdreide as much land as what we
predicted. 88 hectares, 14,000 seedlings, Wehde tfield events. We got 100
participants at those to demonstrate on farm efiettabitat management.

As Tony said, there were three bird surveys thaewenducted by a professional
ornithologist and those have indicated a positiggettory. So that's really exciting.
And just a note there that, you know, the develapnis across, pretty much, as
Tony showed the project area.

So just going on to that survey work, the imagthattop that you can see there is — |
believe Tony was probably going to give you a haadof that. It's a fantastic little
poster that we produced which is a summary of tihasksurvey outcomes. But just
to draw your attention to some work that happenezDi06, and it's — all of this work
that I've got in hand here, and | will leave thiglhwyou, the Land, Water and Wool
project, which was a partnership, quite massivgeptpright up and down the
tablelands. Partnership between the Universitye# England, Southern New
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England Landcare and a lot of our landholder mes)l@ard Australian Wool
Innovation and Land and Water Australia, the th&CGor land and water.

And that five year project produced a massive arhofiwork which I'm really

proud to have been a part of. And a lot of theeymork that was done in that,
combined together with economic work to prove thiativersity does contribute to
wool profits, certainly in our area and | will leathat with you. So the Closing the
Gap survey work is actually just a, sort of, momedern — well, it's not the same sort
of work. These surveys are showing the same thilig're doing the right thing.
We’re doing good work and we are on a positivestry.

At that point, | would just like to note too thaipably a lot of the survey work that
has been done for this development in the lasty®ers, we've got to remember that
the results that come from that were achieved duhe most significant drought in
our history, So you’re not going to find as mucim-my personal opinion, | don’t
think you're going to find as much as what you ntilgave in good times, in terms of
flora/fauna.

We are a hot spot. The southern New England &t agot. The New South Wales
government realises that. We're a hot spot for thwogs, biodiversity and renewable
energy. Yay. So Southern New England Landcard #d have fostered a
relationship already. We have been in discussamaisdialogue about the possible
impacts and we have discussed the possibility @freating mitigations to some of
the issues that we’ve seen — or that we can seeveSvant that dialogue to continue
because we want it to create real results, shbiddptoject go ahead.

Just to also be aware, my brain is just about ekpipbecause there are no less than
seven State significant developments in our aretiyat southern New England
region at the moment. That's just the ones I'mraved. There are going to be —
there are already cumulative impacts on our comipamd on — you know, they’re

a positive, they’re a negative. It's all of thepacts. And I just think we need to
have a regional discussion about all of this andveed a regional plan because —
yes. It's big.

MR HUTTON: Sorry, Karen. Are they all solar deagments or do you mean - - -
MS ZIRKLER: No, wind.

MR HUTTON: - - - a mixture of - - -

MS ZIRKLER: 240 metre high wind turbines, you kno

MR HUTTON: Right.

MS ZIRKLER: So — and Landcare — Landcare is wloir community comes to

find help to facilitate the landholder groups thtrt popping up everywhere because
we’ve got the facilitation skills to work with comumnities. And it's taking its toll, |
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can tell you. The other — you know, going on tea of cumulative impacts, and |
know that the government and the assessors angbedsrtalks about cumulative
impacts but, you know, do we really consider theopprly? Here’s our next
project. We've just been granted another $100f0f@ the State government,
environmental trust, to reconnect Thunderbolt coumnd guess where that is? It's
just a wee little bit south of this project.

So a very similar ecological-type project. Wonitigto the details of it but very
similar. And guess where it is? Its’ in the midstthe Walcha Energy Solar
proposal. So we will probably see you again intheq whatever it is, year or so to
have another conversation along these lines.

So my question — one of my questions is, can tleiBersity Conservation Trust
offset mechanism, learn from adaptive managemi¢ihtas been up and operating
for, what, 18 months or something, two — | don’olinwhat it is now. Carrying on
from a point that Tony made, and | didn’t know hasvgoing to make that point, but
can we — and | don’t know how much influence yauithe panel and the
Commission has with these but we need to start smlaptive management here at
the legislative level, at the State level to stalking about how the Biodiversity
Conservation Trust can take that offset money arattit into these project areas,
not just to Glen Innes or somewhere else in theeStaut to utilise Landcare and its
local knowledge to help direct these funds to tlaegs where they’re needed in
these massive gaps in our ecological environmertar agricultural
environments.

So this is my last slide, I'm not sure how muchdihive got left but, you know, our
recommendations would be to require all State ifsogimt developments, okay, this
is not just this one but let’s think bigger becaosehead is exploding, starting to
think bigger, consider the cumulative impacts oftiple projects in our region.

Seek these — all State significant developmentd teeseek willingly, like UPC has
done but we want to do more, to become ecologidéterate — literate, sorry,

delete that word, and to honour the past workhlatbeen done by our community.
Because we’ve done 30 years of really hard workational Landcare funds and the
little scraps of money that the federal governnteraws out every now and then and
asks us to do some work.

You know, ask or require them to foster, like UPAS ldone, but we want more, to
foster an ongoing relationship with Landcare beeawsir Landcare networks, and
they’re all over the State, they are connectedatitthe communities right around
the State. They know what’s going on. Co-creatggh solutions, like Tony was
mentioning, with Landcare and with the Landcare iwmity, but with the broader
community as well, and build them into that projeletn, write them down, write
those design solutions into the plans. Our big and I've bolded it there, is to
increase that east-west habitat connectivity acaadgsthrough the barrier that's
going to be created by projects like this, theibatveing a barrier to wildlife
movement through those corridors.
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And I've left this one as not one of the numberadbecause | feel it is a bit
different, is that somehow we need to inform arfllence decision makers at the
State level about how to somehow direct that biexity conservation trust offset
funding to project areas where appropriate or wpessible. | think that’s about all

| wanted to cover and just to say that I've got sdrandouts that you can take home
with you.

MR HUTTON: Could I ask you a question. The fitsihg probably is to say the
Independent Planning Commission is not part of gavent.

MS ZIRKLER: Okay.

MR HUTTON: So that we don’t have the control ottez BCT offsets. But | really
have a question, what do you regard as the widéhfohctional connectivity
corridor across such a project in an east-westtiinme

MS ZIRKLER: Well, the first thing | would say that ideally you wouldn’t just
have one. Okay.

MR HUTTON: Yes. But-—yes.

MS ZIRKLER: But typical Landcare plantings areebming wider and wider/ You
know, we started with two rows and this projectadghat actually. But if you could
go 30, 50 metres width you’re starting to get sdumetionality in there.

MR HUTTON: Is there research to indicate the @ffeeness of that?
MS ZIRKLER: Yes. Some ofit’s in here.
MR HUTTON: Okay.

MS ZIRKLER: And some of it is also in the birdrgey reports from the Closing
the Gap Project because the ornithologist wholthtlwork actually investigated the
occurrence of these threatened birds in differgataf revegetation projects. |
forget the groupings now but it was — there wergage groupings. And it's on the —
if | can just go back and point — see that imageehthat information is on that
there. And if | can just make sure that you gugsagcopy of that, that would be
great. | didn’'t bring one but | believe Tony midtgve.

MR HUTTON: Thank you. A quick question | haveispart of the work that
you’ve done, have you mapped the corridors, lilkeyau able to provide an ArcGIS
layer of the corridors that have been planted bed perhaps the ones that may be
planned as part of future projects to provide spati

MS ZIRKLER: Yes and no is the answer to that tjoes
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MR HUTTON: Yes.

MS ZIRKLER: Yes, in — all our projects have adaolder management agreement.
So if we're working with a particular landholderdorest funds, then there’s a
landholder management agreement and, as parttottibee’s a map that is done in a
GIS mapping program. However, we would need t& peemission from all of

those landholders, due to privacy, in order to levhat information to the
Commission. So it is possible. And | would alstually need some funding to put
on a GIS expert because | can’t drive the system.

MR HUTTON: Okay.

MS ZIRKLER: Sorry.

MR HUTTON: No, that’s fine. Thank you.
MS ZIRKLER: Yes. Thanks very much.

MR HUTTON: Thank you. Thanks for that. Next akers are Amanda and David
Adams and they’ve nominated and got 10 minuteskspgdéime please. Are they
here?

MS ZIRKLER: Can I just say, | got a text messagevery long ago saying that
they had been called away unexpectedly to hospital.

MR HUTTON: Right. Okay. Well, we will just chk@gain before we finalise the
meeting to see whether they’ve been able to mabih@rwise we will note that.
Thank you. | would now like to call then, Tom Newrse to come to the microphone
and Tom has been allocated five minutes.

MR T. NEWSOME: No worries. Thank you. Thank yfouthe opportunity to
address the meeting. | appreciate your time, chad panel members. So my name
is Tom Newsome. I'm here in my capacity as thaestdandholder neighbour to

the project. | have had some exposure to resal@eelopment and their impact on
neighbouring landholders and the community. | waskan agricultural consultant.

A lot of the work that | do is in serving the var®courts whether it be the Land
Court or the Supreme Court in Queensland and thréhBim Territory, looking at
similar sorts of developments in terms of the immdcesource industry
developments on the community and neighbouringHalutrs.

So | have some understanding of the process. | $@mwe understanding of the
impact and | have some understanding of the reangings of proponents and the sort
of strategies that they should undertake in terhmsibgating the losses of
surrounding landholders. My role here today idlyess a representative, first and
foremost, of my own family but, in addition, a repentative of people that, | guess,
don’t have a voice, that are being personally ingrhby the proposed development.
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So in doing that, | will tell you a little bit abbour story, little bit about our property
and the impacts that | see on us that will be alres$ the proposed development.

So in 2012 we had moved to the current site wisdhe adjoining property to the
north-east of the northern array. It was esséytialo paddocks, a bare block.
There was no improvements on the property. Wepensthe last eight years and a
significant amount of money developing that propérto what we feel is a nice
place to bring up our kids and to live as a familiytook us quite a while to find that
site because we looked at 45 properties in the dfawlly we settled on that. It had
everything we needed. We wanted to build our oaunsk and it was important that
we had the privacy and the security that we reduirethat | travel a lot for work,
and security was important to us. It's at the ehd dead end road. There’s no
passing traffic. We currently enjoy a lot of pryaat that site.

MR HUTTON: Sorry, Tom, | understand you're N1the stakeholder list. That's
correct, yes, so just for reference, N1. Yes.

MR NEWSOME: Thank you.
MR HUTTON: Yes.
MR NEWSOME: Now | know too.

MR HUTTON: It will just help us with understandjnvhere you are in the context
of the area.

MR NEWSOME: Sure. So that's our house. Obviptisé improvements that
we’ve made to the property in addition to the haeed are hay sheds, tack rooms,
horse arenas. We've nearly entirely fenced thegmyg. We have entirely pasture
improved the property. We've put in multiple darmsother words, we’ve spent a
significant amount of time and money getting thatperty to the level that we're
happy with it and we’re happy to be in that envinamt.

Well, there is significant beneficiaries of the jexd and we acknowledge the
proponent. We've also, like Mr Spiller, found th@mod to deal with. Largely
they’'ve made an attempt to mitigate our circumstancThey’ve pushed back the
boundaries; they’ve removed the camp. They'vee@saveral things that we
appreciate and would like to acknowledge themHat.t

So the major beneficiaries of a project like tloigyiously the proponent. The
current proponent — | know there’s an Australiasdshsubsidiary but the parent
company is US based, Hong Kong — Hong Kong bas8dwhed. Obviously the
government has got a vested interest in renewallesy’ve got, you know,
renewable goals to meet. And probably the othgrools beneficiaries are the local
absentee landlords. Again, our neighbours wharatfee project, | have no qualms
or quarrel with them. | understand why they’re imgktheir land available.
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However what | would like to point out is that, falf the beneficiaries of a project
like this, there is also people that bear the cosie people that bear the cost are
people like my family and other families that néaghlr the project. Instead of living
in the rural environment, the environment that veeiwested a huge amount of time
and money, as well as our emotional connectiornutqoooperty, we feel that, instead
of living in the environment that we've spent thstleight years developing and
putting in place were we want to live, were nowrgpio be living with the backdrop
of an industrial zone which is not what we signpdar. Some of the negative
impacts, and | respectfully request just an extansf time.

MR HUTTON: Yes

MR NEWSOME: | sold myself a bit short. Some loé hegative impacts that we
see and declining property values. | don’t thiiglople are going to be attracted to
the new scene as opposed to what we bought intavhatiwe’ve developed.
Security issues. | acknowledge the movement otémep but there’s still a
significant workforce that will be very close tordaoundary. This provides security
concerns, and even on an ongoing basis, we wik lsantractors coming and going
very close to our property from behind as wellresgituation that we had already
controlled in terms of people coming up our drivgwa

With respect to security, there’s only so much gao do. You can prove there’s no
security risk but if there’s a perception of seturisk, then to that person, that risk
is real whether someone else says its perceivadtorTo that person it’s real.

For my family it's a massive thing because | traeelwork, if there’s a perceived
security risk and my family is not happy, and thely threatened, then that impacts
my business, it impacts my ability to travel anaripacts my income. So while |
acknowledge the beneficiaries of this project, e fike we're the collateral
damage and we’re being thrown under the bus asudt & it.

There’s other potential negative impacts, bioségutie ability of the project to
manage the weed burden, the threat of pests aritréra of pollution, sources such
as noise, dust, vibration and light. It also imtpdbe visual amenity and the lifestyle
that we enjoyed and it impacts our businesses,hghéhat be our livestock business,
our horse business and potential for businesséesvéhhauilt our home with a view to
carrying out into the future with respect to oasd education. From a professional
level, it impacts me to a massive degree becaus#oifi't feel | can leave my family
to travel, then that impacts me significantly ahelré’s a significant amount

involved.

We’ve gone to the trouble of quantifying our losg@®ugh a discounted cash flow
model. More than happy to provide those figurethéopanel. | think it's done based
on regular sound assumptions.

MR HUTTON: | think, Mr Newsome, you did providesabmission to the
application.
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MR NEWSOME: Yes. That was an initial model. Wé&eprovided further detail, |
guess, in response to some of the mitigation meaghat the proponents put
forward.

MR HUTTON: Okay. Well, if you're happy to provedan updated version of that
to the secretariat, we would certainly, you knoapiby to receive it.

MR NEWSOME: Yes. Thank you. | appreciate thiatterms of land value, this is
the view from our back fence with respect to thegppised development. While it's —
it may be 450 metres from our residence, we doretih our residence all the time.
I’'m at that back fence almost daily enjoying otdedtyle whether it's riding horses,
running, walking, you know, moving stock, whatevémd to me, that is an impact
on us based on visual amenity and the impacgrefgiant.

In terms of biosecurity, we’ve got a lot of noxiowseds in our area. | think that —
and I've seen this in other resource projects.yTdam have good biosecurity plans
in place but the reality is that with people comargl going, both within the site and
between sites, it's very difficult to manage thereased biosecurity risk that a
project like this will burden our area with. Youndw, there are some really
significant weeks, like, Chilean needle grass, &ed tussock, African lovegrass as
well as the other ones mentioned. And with theeabs of mandatory washdown
facilities and those sorts of measures, then thvesels, which are prolific in the area,
will have — the project will have a negative impantthe biosecurity in terms of
weeds.

Likewise, with pests, | think that current threetserms of rabbits, foxes, pigs, dogs,
cats, it provides a harbour for them. We woulddieebe satisfied that the presence
of the project is not impacting the efforts to rage feral pests in the area. The
problem that we've got is that if you're managires{s and that means that you're —
by definition, you're increasing our concernsems of the security threat. It's just
more people around whether they’re got guns or esetmethod. And that then
impacts, you know, the amenity that we enjoy aanailfy. And other people that
adjoin the project would also enjoy and be undezah

Environmental impact, | won't go into this too muoécause the previous speakers
have but just to note that we consider that therenmental impact is not all
positive. There’s negative aspects of solar famterms of the environment.
There’s people that are far better qualified thantenspeak in this regard but just to
note that not all environmental impacts are positiin terms of our livestock
business, we’ve done a lot of work professionallyhis area. The impact of
resources on livestock, whether it's horses, cattieep, whatever the rural
industries are. We know that dust increases raspyr diseases and dust borne
infections. We know that livestock, both horsed aattle are affected by high
pitched noises. You can move a mob of cattle Liirrg a chain but if there’s a low
frequency blasting event a kilometre away, they 'wootice it. It's to do with the
frequency and the pitch. And we’re concerned tiiatwill impact our livestock
businesses, whether it's our cattle business ohorges.
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Visual amenity, visual amenity is a real things H real thing with real value and
that's why we purchased the property and built wieadid. It's quite unique. It has
got 360 degree views for up to 40 kilometres. @woblem at the moment is that
when we look south we only have to look 130 medires we've got a chain wire
fence and an endless view of solar panels. Andstthat’s affecting our visual
amenity. So that’s the current view to the soudt@loud Hill. That's the view that
we will enjoy when the solar farm is built.

Fire is a threat. So we’re concerned about tieefdiel load with respect to the
project. That's on our property. That smoke, thpist before Christmas. In terms
of future businesses, we’re looking over a 45 yimae period is how long we intend
to be there. We’re permanent residents. We’ramiehding to move. We're
interested in agri-tourism. We think there’s g@odpe for those sorts of businesses.
We've set our house up from the day we built ikt@able that sort of business to be
utilised as we go forward. Again, the idea of ngvagri-tourism with the backdrop
of an industrial development is not exactly atixacto potential clients.

So what do we want. First of all we want the pcojejected. We understand that
there’s benefits of the project. I’'m not againsias or renewables. We're actually
standalone solar. We're off the grid. However,angument is when you're
weighing up the benefits to the people that areebemg from the project, and then
you offset that with the negative impact to pedide me that are impacted by the
project, then you come to the situation where yegot competing interests in the
outcome of your decision and does that competitegest go to the beneficiaries?
Does it go to the US resident who lives in Hong &aon is there consideration for
the neighbours and the impact on our ongoing {ifesind what we’ve built.

MR HUTTON: Mr Newsome, | am mindful of time. Jdus -
MR NEWSOME: This is my last lot.
MR HUTTON: Thank you.

MR NEWSOME: Second, our losses, like in any efsthprojects, and other people
that are impacted by projects such as this, tmereds to be a meaningful effort to
mitigate loss. While | acknowledge some of thekwdwone to date, we’ve got quite a
good ongoing dialogue with the proponent. Theityead, is that it has only been
verbal discussion of what | would describe as rattmn methods that don’t mitigate
our loss. And if they mitigate our loss, we'rekiah about — they're talking about
sporadic tree planting. And while Mr Spiller earlshowed us trees that were six
years old that were almost fully grown.

| can show you trees on the ridge line that arhteigars old and stand that high. So
Mr Spiller is my neighbour. | know how committed is to his trees but what I'm
saying is that their efforts in mitigating our lcasd shading us from the project are
actually inadequate because by the time they gitwave’s other tree lines in that
direct area that haven't reached the level of Mil&p in 20 years of growth. So .....
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like, 20 years and we’re nearing retirement age,seg of, had our run and in the
meantime we have to put up with the ongoing impacbur lifestyle, our business
and our home.

Further thing, | know that neighbour agreementsvarg common in the resources
sector. |think they're fair. If you're going timpensate the landowner where the
panels are sitting, if you’re going to compenshtdommunity for the impact on the
community, and you’re going to provide benefitshte State government and the
shareholders of the proponent, then it's importaritave neighbour agreements so
that everyone impacted by this development is dgtbaving their loss mitigated.
We’re not looking to benefit out of it. We’re jusioking to have a mutual outcome
and | think that’s what | said to the proponentfir& day | met them 18 months ago
or thereabouts, was we want a neutral outcomee ltsas the negotiation with the
proponent is to try and achieve that neutral outedon neighbours, like us, that are
impacted by the project.

MR HUTTON: Okay.
MR NEWSOME: Thanks for your time.

MR HUTTON: All right. Thanks very much. Thanky. Next speaker is Thomas
O’Connor and Thomas has been allocated three nsindteat does seem tight.

MR T. O'CONNOR: Commissioner Hutton, Professgprban, Professor Snow,
my name is Thomas Patrick O’Connor, normally calledh. | am here before you
as a private citizen and a member of the formerraamty reference group that was
established to give guidance to UPC Renewablekeproposed community benefit
sharing it as — known as CBSI. At the outset,dhato express my support for New
England Solar Farm as proposed by UPC Renewabtetharsubject of the State
Significant Development 9255.

During 2018 UPC Renewables commissioned Commuraityel? Agency to design
and facilitate community engagement, and througigint member community
reference group, produce a community benefits spanitiative options paper. This
formed part of UPCs submission to the New Southed/Blepartment of Planning,
Industry and Environment for this State SignificBevelopment. The community
reference group recommendations covered the purgesgraphic scope and
governance models agreed by the community for 88I@unds as well as covering
the primary purpose, directing funds to activitiest would benefit the community.
The paper included a description of the governatreeture under which those
funds would be administered.

The New South Wales Department of Planning, Envirent State Significant
Development Assessment, SSD9255, clause 147, edconarthe penultimate dot
point on page 22, notes that the commitment of tiP€dntribute $50,000 to the
community during the construction of the projead 250 per megawatt of installed
power capacity per annum during the life of thggxband that the funds would be
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administered in accordance with UPCs proposed camtynbenefits sharing scheme
detailed in the EIS for the project and that sutkeme would be implemented in
consultation with the local community. UPC hasepted the options paper’s
recommendation and has promoted the CBSI and hearepblicly stated that the
contribution during the construction phase wouldnaeeased from the commitment
of $50,000 to $100,000 commitment.

Therefore | submit and request the Independeminitig Commission, in giving

their final approval to the project to go aheadyaro with the Department of
Planning Environment State Significant Developmisgessment, SSD92554147
economic penultimate dot point on page 22 and ensor appropriate conditions,
UPC prioritises the establishment of the commurgfgrence group’s recommended
trust structure so that the community has an opedrtransparent guardianship of the
ongoing funding for the community benefits initiaifollowing the initial $50,000
distributed during the first year of constructiofhank you.

MR HUTTON: Thank you. Thanks very much. Okayust want to check
whether Amanda and David Adams have made it. tinfiately — what we will do
is we will just make sure that the secretariat aonthem to see whether they would
like to submit a written submission.

MR HUTTON: So that would be great. Other thiaattwe have no further
registered speaker so at that point | would likéhtmk everybody for coming along.
And just remind you that if you did want to makey dnrther submissions to the
Commission that you've go until 5 pm on thé"18 February to do so and that will
be made available to the panel for considerati®uat, once again, thanks very much
and | will now call the meeting closed. Thank you.

MATTER ADJOURNED at 5.49 pm ACCORDINGLY
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