






























Hornsby Vegetation Map Update 2017 

2.4.3 Validation 

A 1
st 

pass attribute was assigned to all polygons with a confidence rating. Confidence was rated

highest where the polygon was surveyed or previously validated. Moderate confidence was assigned 

where the vegetation appearance was similar to adjacent confirmed polygon, matches topology, 

elevation and geology. All other areas were tagged as limited confidence and subject to botanical 

review. The botanical review started with desktop analysis with reference to: 

• Species knowledge and distribution patterns

• Investigation of aerial imagery of adjacent polygons and similar landform and geological

characteristics

• Investigation of alternative imagery on Google maps, Google street view and Six Maps. 1943

aerial photographs on Six Maps provided a useful indication of regrowth status

• Investigation of other vegetation studies (where available)

Residual query areas were targeted for field survey where they were accessible. A 2
nd 

pass attribute

was assigned following field survey results. 

In addition to target areas, the review also sampled a random selection of polygons assigned higher 

confidence to check attribution was assigned correctly. 

Additional field surveys were completed with Hornsby Shire Council staff to identify species present 

within a subset of areas labelled "Remnant vegetation - to check". This field work informed attribution 

in the final map. The field surveys also informed how Council may capture the results of field 

inspections undertaken as part of routine environmental management services by Council staff for 

continual map validation and periodic updates. 
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3 Results 

The results of the native vegetation map update 2017 are shown in Figure 2. In total 80% of polygons 

were edited or updated. This includes 3294 new polygons captured. The 2017 map depicts 33 native 

vegetation communities and 1 urban native/exotic map unit. 28 of the communities are significant at 

national, State, regional or local level (Smith & Smith 2008a, HSC 2006). 

The relationship between native vegetation communities of Hornsby Shire and other vegetation 

classifications has been updated to reflect changes to the NSW Plant Community Type classification 

and EEC listings since 2008. The classification equivalence is provided in Appendix A. 

The 2017 map has identified 17,005 ha of vegetation including 664 ha of EEC and 653 ha of 'Remnant 

Vegetation - to check' vegetation in the study area. The new map rules applied have broadened the 

definition of vegetation mapped to include vegetation on the peri urban boundary. This has increased 

the total amount of vegetation mapped by 1506 ha. The new map captures 231 ha of potential, 

modified EEC. A detailed summary of the extent of each vegetation community in comparison to 2008 

mapping is provided in Appendix B. 

The conservation status of Angophora Woodlands has changed to regionally significant for the Sydney 

Basin bioregion. Angophora Woodlands was previously classified as locally significant based on the 

Hornsby Shire Council Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 2006 (Smith & Smith 2008). Angophora 

woodland has a relatively small distribution of 62 ha in Hornsby LGA and it is not currently listed under 

the TSC Act or EPBC Act. 

Angophora Woodlands is equivalent to NSW Plant Community Type (PCT) 1778 Smooth-barked Apple 

- Coast Banksia / Cheese Tree open forest on sandstone slopes on the foreshores of the drowned river

valleys of Sydney (BVT HN655; ME65). The pre-European extent of this PCT was 6480 ha and the 

current extent is 648 ha. Therefore, there is only 10% of this community remaining. Over 90% of this 

PCT has been cleared in the Hawkesbury Nepean and Sydney Metro Catchment Management Areas. 

Based on the level of past clearing of PCT 1778 within the Sydney Basin bioregion it is considered that 

this community should be upgraded to a classification of 'regionally significant'. 

Approximately 21 % of the map has been validated by current and previous authors. 214 areas were 

validated by Eco Logical Australia in the development of this draft. 28 sites could not be surveyed 

without accessing private land. 

A copy of all digital files are provided to Council for integration into Council's GIS and document system 

including the updated 2017 vegetation map, updated vegetation look up table, metadata, field survey 

data and geo-referenced photos. 
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