
TO: The IPC Panel determining SSD 10418 Mt Pleasant Mine Extension application 

 

The advice to you from the Department of Planning and Environment of August 12th 2022 
seemed to indicate a temptation to disregard all impacts on Legless Lizards by this 
proposed coal pit extension. It is as if because Delma impar is no longer present and the 
newly identified Delma species is not yet scheduled as a threatened species then there 
is no legal obligation to consider Legless Lizards at all. This is clearly not the case. 

I contend that, in fact, the advice of the presence of the newly identified Legless Lizard 
species, Delma vescolineata, places  further legal responsibility upon you. Under the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, as the consent authority, you are required to 
consider the risk of Serious And Irreversible Impact.  

This consideration of this rare lizard species of restricted geographic range is not 
possible without greater knowledge of its habitat needs and conservation status. 

There is a high risk that an approval to extend the Mt Pleasant Coal Mine Pit, even with 
changes to consent conditions by deleting reference to Delma impar and inserting Delma 
vescolineata, could result in the loss of the known population. 

I draw your attention to the presentation at the Public Hearing by Steve Philips, of 
BioLink. In his expert opinion, there has been a failure by the proponent to 
systematically assess the Relinquishment Area.1 This does not comply with the 
Secretary’s Environmental Assessments Requirements. Robust survey work obviously 
requires scientifically rigorous site selection. This has not ocurred.  

It is apparent that there is no ecological basis for considering that there could be a 
mitigation of the impact on Legless Lizards from the clearing of the ecosystems of the 
proposed extension area. The habitat value for Delma impar of the relinquishment 
area  was not been established. The habitat value of the relinquishment area for Delma 
vescolineata has certainly not been established either. 

The expert opinion goes further (p27 Line 24) to state "Hence it’s quite arguable, from 
my perspective, that approval of that proposal in its current form will result in the loss 
of the only known population of this species [Legless Lizard sp} that occurs within the 
assessment area. 

The loss of a population of the newly identified Delma species of unknown conservation 
status should not be risked. This could have a Serious and Irreversible Impact.  

The conservation status of the newly identified Delma species. the impact on its habitat 
by the proposed Mt Pleasant Mine extension and any possibility of mitigating this impact 
must be established before the IPC could reasonably, at law, determine this proposal. 

 

Marg Mclean      August 30, 2022 

 
1 (Transcript Day 2 p26 Line 18 )”survey of this overall assessment area over time has certainly not been systematic, and  I’m going 

to continue to come back to that, while in the relinquishment area it remains mostly peripheral and restricted to tracks and roadside 
verges located predominantly along the western edge of the relinquishment area “ 




