
22 August 2022

Samantha McLean
Executive Director
Office of the Independent Planning Commission NSW
Suite 15.02, Level 15, 135 King Street Sydney NSW 2000

e: samantha.mclean@ipcn.nsw.gov.au

Dear Ms McLean,

I am writing in relation to the IPC’s statement of 19th August with regards to the Mt
Pleasant Optimisation Project (SSD 10418) to request that your ‘Additional Material’
policy is activated to provide for public comment on ‘Delma vescolineata’.

I note that you refer to new information provided by the Department of Planning and
Environment and then state that ‘The Commission Panel is of the view that the
correspondence does not contain additional information that is material to the determination
of the SSD application’. Interrogation of the additional material indicates that it contains
information that the species of legless lizard recorded at Mt Pleasant, is, in fact, a new
species – the Hunter Valley Delma (Delma vescolineata) – which has just recently been
described by scientists.

We find it extraordinary that the discovery that there is a species of lizard entirely new to
science in the mine site does not, in the Panel’s view, amount to ‘additional information that
is material to determination of the application’. The presence of a new species means that
the likely impacts of a coal mine expansion on that species are virtually unknown and could
lead to at least a localised extinction.

Even the Biodiversity Conservation Division of the DPE admits in the attached documents
that ‘little is known about the species and its conservation needs such that land based
offsets may not be sufficient to mitigate impacts’. As a submitter to this project, we believe
that we will not have been provided procedural fairness if we are precluded from providing
comment on this new information.

We raised serious issues about the likely biodiversity impacts of this project in our
submission to the IPC, and therefore we have a recognised interest in this new information.
We are writing to request that you open this new information to public comment and expert
advice, given the extraordinary significance of it and the obvious implications for
determination of the project.
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Lock the Gate has a strong interest in this matter, and we consider that our rights will have
been unfairly diminished if we are not provided an opportunity to interrogate it further,
engage experts and make further submissions.

I would appreciate an urgent response to this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Nic Clyde
NSW Coordinator
Lock the Gate Alliance


