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Dear Madam/Sir

Submission on Additional Material re the Narrabri Underground Mine Stage 3 Extension
Project (SSD 10269)

The following is my Submission.

1. Long wall mining has well-known negative impacts, in particular ground subsidence. 
The proposed Stage 3 Extension of the Narrabri Underground Mine is most likely to have
this impact.

2. The proponent attempts to justify the impact of the Stage 3 Extension of the Narrabri
Underground Mine on bore water by stating that the impact will only be on bores that are
for stock and not for irrigation. Any impact on underground water is unacceptable, even if
‘only’ for livestock. A level of 2 metres will negatively affect graziers who are dependant
on these bores to provide water for their stock.

3. There will be negative impacts on native flora & fauna if this proposed extension is
approved. Any impact on our environment will cause further damage to vegetation &
wildlife that are already becoming endangered.

4. It is not clear what the the proposed offsets to carbon emissions, to be undertaken by the
proponent, will be. In any case, they will not be sufficient to mitigate the damage caused
by these emissions & will contribute to climate change. 

The most recent IPCC report (just released) outlines the severe impacts that carbon
emissions are having in relation to climate change. These impacts are being felt in
Australia at present through flood and heat/bushfire disasters. The IPCC is made up of
scientific experts and their predictions are being verified by current events. Further carbon
emissions will make the situation worse.

5. Renewable energy is being developed at a fast rate. Any further approval of new coal
mines or extensions to existing coal mines is unwarranted as more renewable energy than
required is now becoming available. The development of further storage capacity for
renewable energy should be of the highest priority. 'Renewable energy capture and storage'
is what is essential, NOT 'carbon capture and storage'. 

Please consider the future of the planet in making this decision.

Yours faithfully 

Dr Caroline Cosgrove
Historian/Heritage Consultant
Member, Professional Historians Association NSW & ACT




