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Dear Sir

I wish to express how upset I am that Whitehaven have applied to extend their
mine at Narrabri.  I was against the mine in the first place because we live in a
country that has sufficient renewable energy and coal needs to be phased out as
soon as practical.  Extending coal mines is incompatible with preserving a safe
climate which will sustain human life as well as the flora and fauna that also call
earth home.

We have commitments internationally to phase out coal mining and we certainly
should not be expanding mines.  Expanding this mine will release 34 million
tonnes of greenhouse gasses locally, not to mention an additional 456 million
tonnes of greenhouse gasses when the coal is burnt at its destination outside
Australia.  If you allow the extension to this mine, it will make it the second most
polluting mine in NSW for direct greenhouse emissions and it is inconsistent with
NSW government emission reduction targets.  Perhaps even more concerning is
the methane emissions, as methane contributes more to global warming than
carbon dioxide.

The Pilliga area has considerable productive farming land which will be affected by
an expansion of the mine.  Expansion will affect the ground water in the area, with
at least nine farm bores assected.  Also, the Pilliga forest, home to many
threatened animals, will be affected, and the NSW government has a responsibility
to maintain employment in the area and to protect threatened species.

This mine and its extension stand on Gomeroi country and the land will be
affected which, in turn, will affect cultural values and potential cracking of a
grinding grove site.  It is about time that we listened to our First Nation People - it
is their land, after all.

I hesitate to mention the Narrabri coal seam gas project which I am also against
for the same reasons as I stated at the beginning of my email;  we don't need such
destructive projects when we have sufficient renewable power sources available to
us.  The cumulative impacts of these two projects could be devastating and should
be avoided at all costs.

I trust that the facts presented here will help you decide against the expansion of
the Narrabri Underground Mine Stage 3 Extension Project.

Regards

Felicity Crombach
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