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17 July 2021  
 
Office of the Independent Planning Commission NSW  
Level 3, 201 Elizabeth Street Sydney NSW 2000  
BY EMAIL TO :    
  
 
Attention Ms Nina Harrison 
 
Dear Madam, 
 
 
Re:     Hume Coal Project (SSD 7172) and Berrima Rail Project (SSD 7171) 
   OBJECTION 
 
 
 
This letter is further to our previous letters of objection to both the mine and rail projects 
dated 28.06.17 and 30.01.19. 
 
We own the property ‘Dochairn’ which is 140 acres - Lot 2 of DP 1213201and have been 
coming to the area for 40 years. I also write on behalf of my parents-in-law Dr Colin and Mary 
Rose McDonald who have owned 60 acres adjacent to us since the 1960s. Both properties 
are within the Hume Coal lease area but not directly within the area proposed for mining. We 
are approximately 5 km to the south east of the mine site and commencement point of the 
rail line. 
 
We listened to the 2 days of the hearing last week and feel that the objections to the mine 
were expressed comprehensibly  by many objectors, both experts and members of the 
public. We cannot see how it would be possible for the Panel to approve this project on the 
basis of the following: 
 

• Detrimental impact on ground water 
• Effect on the scenic quality of the Southern Highlands 
• Generation of coal dust  
• Detrimental impact on tourism and related employment 
• No new coal mines are needed in Australia and should not be approved  

 
 
 
As these points were covered at the Hearing this letter concentrates on the railway line which 
seems to have had much less focus than the mine 
 
  
This seems to assume that whether the mine obtains approval or not will determine the fate 
of the railway project. We object to this assumption and contend that the railway project is a 
very poor proposal and should be refused in its own right. 
 
We submit the following objections: 
 
 
An eyesore! 
This is an extremely major project which will have significant visual impact to a scenically 
beautiful area, in particular the route from the mine site to Moss Vale. The impacts also 
extend to the wider area of Moss Vale, Robertson and the Illawarra region.  
 
 
Traffic disruption 






