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MINING :
BY JESS LAYT

LANS to expand the

Dendrobium met-

allurgical coal mine

were knocked back in
a decision by the Independ-
ent Planning Commission
on Friday.

The South32 mine had
proposed to extend areas
five and six of their mining
operations in Macarthur,
which neighbour Cord-
eaux Dam.

The IPC found the
'adverse impacts on the en-
vironment [were] high and
that those impacts [were]
not appropriately manage-
able and [were] likely to be
irreversible'.

"After careful examination
of all the evidence and
weighing all relevant con-
siderations, the commission
has found that the longwall
mine design put forward by
South32 does not achieve
a balance between maxim-
ising the recovery of a coal
resource of state significance
and managing, minimising
or mitigating the impacts
on the water resources
and biodiversity and other
environmental values of the
Metropolitan Special Area,"
the Commission's Statement
of Reasons for Decision
reads.

"The level of risk posed
by the project has not been
properly quantified and
based on the potential for
long-term and irreversible
impacts - particularly on the
integrity of a vital drinking

Macarthur.

water source for the Macar-
thur and Illawarra regions,
the Wollondilly Shire and
Metropolitan Sydney - it is
notin the public interest."
Georges River Environ-

. mehtal Alliance secretary

Sharyn Cullis - who had
been a vocal opponent of
the expansion plans - said
she was thrilled with the
determination.

"The result is what I would
have hoped," she said.

"If's a victory of drinking
water over coal.

"I thought it was out-
standing in the IPC's last
recommendation, where
they say the proposal was
not in public interest.

"They clearly thought
more of the public interest
than about royalties. They
say the water security

~ risk was too great and the

uncertain consequences too
significant.

"On the balance, when
they considered the social,

* environmental and econom-

ic factors they determined

the extension not in the
public interest. They're
saying our drinking water is
more important than coal."

Wollondilly councillor
Matt Deeth said mining jobs
were "crucial" in Wollondil-
ly, but water supply was also
of vital importance.

- "Mining is important to
Wollondilly, mining jobs in
particular," he said.

"I'm keen to understand
what the implications of
this are.

"The challenge, which the
IPC saw, is that there were
issues with this proposal,
and now it's time to go back
to the drawing board and
assess how to resolve the
issues that were raised.

"At the end of the day,
drinking water supply for
Wollondilly and the wider
Macarthur region is vital and
we need to ensure that any
proposal which may impact
the water supply is given the
utmost scrutiny.

"Once that water supplyis -

impacted, you can't undo it."

KNOCKED BACK: South32's Dendrobium mine has not been granted extension approval to mine under areas of
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It's a victory of drinking water over

coal.

Sharyn Cullis, Georges River Environmental Alliance

secretary

Cr Deeth said it was
necessary to ensure the
long-term future of coking
coal mining in the area
as it was important to the
steel-making process, while
still managing and balancing
the risk to the water supply.

"I'm glad to see that
South32 will have a future
with other mines in Appin
and plans to expand under-
neath areas north of Douglas
Parl; and looking into the
feasibility of mining under
Razorback."

South32 chief executive
Jason Economidis said the
company was "disappoint-
ed" with the refusal.

"We have a long history of
operating safely and respon-

sibly in the Illawarra region,
creating jobs, investment
and opportunities within the
community," he said.

"We believe it's in the
public interest for the project
to proceed, preserving local
jobs in the region.

"The NSW government
had already deemed this
project approvable, taking
the view that the project had
been designed in a manner
that achieved a good bal-
ance between maximising
the recovery of coal and
minimising the impacts on
water resources, biodiversity
and other environmental
values of the Metropolitan
Special Area.

experts said there was
no-easy way to improve

the avoidance and miti-
gation measures we had

put forward.

"This process creates
uncertainty for companies
considering large invest-
ments in NSW.

"We will now consider
our options as we review the
report in detail."

A South32 spokesman
said the extension project
"would not mine beneath

. dams, named watercourses

or key stream features and
has been designed to have
a neutral or beneficial effect
on water quality within
water catchment areas".

However, Ms Cullis felt
very differently and said
the company's offer to
offset future water losses
with $103 million was far
from adequate.

She said the potential
water losses could be felt for
more than 150 years, and no
monetary value could pos-
sibly offset the potentially
"catastrophic” environmen-
tal and social impacts.

The IPC findings noted
South32 "was aware of
concerns raised by Wa-
terNSW and others regard-
ing its mine design and the
associated impacts".

"The applicant has
made minor amendments;
however, the impacts remain
significant," the findings
stated.

"The « ommission notes
the applicant has offered
mitige tion measures for
remediation of selected key
stream features, financial
offsets for water losses and
water quality impacts and
an upland swamp offset
site. However, a number of
these measures have not
been considered acceptable
by the responsible statutory
agencies."

Read more of the IPC's

"The department's own

major findings online.






