SUBMISSION : INDEPENDENT PLANNING COMMISSION DUNMORE LAKES
Good morning Commissioners. My name is Richard Maitland and I am a
member of the environmental group “Friends of Minnamurra River”.(FoMR)
This group has a core membership of some 120 members and has been the
leading advocacy group in highlighting issues in recent years of matters
pertaining to the Minnamurra River and its catchment. My submission is an
objection on behalf of this group in regard to this particular application
Dunmore Lakes Project Modification 2 . This was originally lodged and placed
on public exhibition in April 2019.
We are here today before the Independent Planning Commission largely as a
result of the leading advocacy work of this group in regard to this application
which is seeking to establish 2 new sand mining extractions within the
Catchment of the Minnamurra River.
The original proposal in April 2019 attracted some 161 submissions. There
were 140 individual community submissions 2 were in support and 138 were
objecting . Both Shellharbour City Council and Kiama Council lodged strong
objections .The Member for Kiama the Hon Gareth Ward Minister for Families ,
Community and Disability Services raised the matter in the Legislative Assembly
in a Private Members Statement on Aug 7th 2019 where he called upon the
Independent Planning Commission to reject this proposal.
In July 2019 a rally co ordinated by the “Friends of Minnamurra River”
attracted some 1000 supporters who were unanimous in their opposition to this
proposal.
In November 2019 The Hon Justin Field presented a petition containing some
4800 signatures to the Legislative Council opposing this proposal.
Why has this particular Dunmore Lakes Modification2 Project attracted such
widespread and diverse criticism from a wide cross section of the community?
One significant reason is that elements of the project lie within the catchment
of the Minnamurra River which is within the NSW Coastal Management Zone .
There are also Endangered Ecological Communities listed under the
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 present on the sites.
The proposed 5B site has a rich and diverse flora and fauna community. This
was most evident when the site visit was undertaken with the Commissioners.
The proposed site has an area exceeding 50% of the proposed extraction zone
vegetated with mature Bangalay Sand Forest (Eucalyptus botryoides EEC)
which provides critical habitat for a number of identified listed species. This is
abutting a significant stand of Littoral Rainforest. This proposal poses a
significant ecological threat to these EEC remnants as the Bangalay trees will be
destroyed to enable sand mining to be undertaken.
This proposal in its current form stands in stark contrast with Boral’s current
operations in the Rocklow Creek Catchment approximately some 1 km to the
north of this proposal.
Boral’s current operations are being undertaken in a catchment which has
been highly modified as a result of European impact. The area’s original
vegetation was cleared and crops and pastures sown to enable dairying to be

carried out. Rocklow Creek itself was redirected in order for these agricultural
activities to be undertaken. Prior to its current landuse as an extractive
industry Rocklow Creek consisted of a series of man made channels which
would have been designed to drain flood prone land and convert it to pasture for
agriculture.
It is worth noting that the area referred to as Stage 3 for sand extraction is
subject to tidal inundation during times of above average high tides. Riverside
Drive, adjacent the proposed 5A pit has been flooded and closed in the last 4
years. Residents were redirected to travel north via Jamberoo Road Kiama to
Albion Park. Swamp Road is often closed as a result of flooding. It is our
considered opinion that with anticipated rise in sea level coupled with
climate change bringing more intense storm events that this inundation may be
come more frequent in the future.
Boral’s operations in the Rocklow Creek Catchment is limited in terms of
sand reserves as they are unable to access reserves on adjoining privately
owned property.
The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) in their
Assessment Report significantly down grades the ecological significance of
the Minnamurra Catchment where they state that the “environmental impacts
can generally be managed rather than prevented”
It is most apparent that the DPIE places far greater emphasis upon the
weighting of the perceived needs of industry demands and employment
maintenance than the needs of the environment and the sustainability of
endangered ecosystems.
The DPIE’s Assessment Report considers that this project modification does
not create a radical transformation of Boral’s operation in the Rocklow Creek
catchment and at first glance this a true observation. Sand mining by its very
nature results in the disturbance and destruction of the biophysical
environment . Vegetation is cleared, overburden removed and stock piled, then
the sand resource accessed for processing.
However when we transpose this activity into these 2 proposed pits 5A and
especially 5B we will see a most radical transformation during the proposed
life of this project and beyond. Listed Endangered Ecological Communities,
adjoining wetland areas , adjoining Coastal Littoral Rainforest and the
disturbance and destruction of identified aboriginal cultural heritage will all be
adversely impacted . The community is left with a major radical
transformation of what is currently a largely undisturbed site.
None of these EEC communities are present in any of Boral’s Rocklow Creek
catchment where mining operations are undertaken. To seek this modification
as part of the granted DA 195-8-2004 is in our considered opinion entirely
inappropriate and ought to be refused.
There appears to have been no consideration of the application in the light of
the fact that the proposal maybe within the gazetted NSW Coastal Management
Zone for the Minnamurra River. A refusal which may lead to the applicant

lodging a new application which would be assessed under the current
legislation would in our considered opinion be a fairer outcome for the
environment.
In respect to 5B and the distance from the pit to the Minnamurra River. Our
Consultants have calculated the distance from the proposed boundary to the
edge of the salt marsh – which is subject to tidal inundation as being 162.6m.
Boral and the DPIE use a distance of 370m to the main channel of the river.
This 162.6m distance will be further reduced when the impact of sea level rise is
factored in. Mangroves and their peripheral salt marsh communities are
already retreating westward i.e towards the proposed pit 5B. The bunds
projected to be some 4.1AHD will be a barrier to this realignment The DPIE
report (pviii) states that the 5B extraction area “would remain free of flooding
impacts during more frequent rainfall events but be susceptible to flooding
during a 1 in 100 year event. In the past 9 months the Minnamurra Catchment
has experienced 2 extreme rain events more than 125mm in less than 24
hours. Metrological projections are that such events will be more frequent as a
result of climate change.
In respect to traffic issues. Riverside Drive is the major feeder road into
Minnamurra , Kiama Downs and Gainsborough some 6670 vehicles use it each
weekday. It is already at a Level of Service of D in the afternoon ( this is a
level of operating near capacity with the potential for more frequent accidents
Table 7.18 Boral’s Environmental Assessment) Additional truck movements of
5/hour will exasperate this LOS. For residents living at 431 Riverside Drive
their existing drive way already has issues with line of sight and safety access
onto Riverside Drive. These additional truck movements will aggravate the
safety situation for them.
In respect to the amenity of adjacent property owners. There is no reference
made to the major Integrated Development Application no. DA0563/2019 for
the re-development of the property at 71 Figtree Lane. This is for an EcoTourist Development which will have a major focus on preservation of the bulk
of the site under a Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement . This revised
application complies with all statutory conditions and is to be determined by the
Regional Panel. In regard to 79 Fig Hill Lane the DPIE acknowledges that the
noise level would exceed the NPfi by up to 11dB(A) and up to 16 dB(A) during
certain operational periods.
Boral’s 5B proposal on the adjoining leased property will be detrimental to
these redevelopments.
To sum up. The applicant is seeking to open up 2 sand extraction pits which
are within or in very close proximity to the Coastal Management SEPP 2016
Zone for the Minnamurra River. This is in a new catchment to the applicants
current operations in the Rocklow Creek Catchment.
The mining of this finite resource in the short term (2-5 years) in such an
environmentally sensitive area will have major long term impacts whose costs
will be borne by the community and the environment in the long term.

The Precautionary Principle ought to be applied in relation to this application.
The risks are great and the environment ought not be compromised and
degraded . The request ought to be refused.
Richard Maitland
“Friends of Minnamurra River”

