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Hi Callum and Stephen
Thank you for the Questions on Notice in relation to the Gateway review. Our responses are
below.
Please contact me or Angela if you need any more information.
Regards
Gina
 
 
1. Could the Department send the Commission any written advice from TfNSW in relation to
the planning proposal?
Please find attached an email from the former Roads and Maritime Services (17 October 2019)
outlining key considerations for the proposal.
 
2. Could the Department confirm whether the Annangrove Road / Old Northern Road bypass
of Round Corner is identified in any State strategies or other plans?
The Annangrove Road / Old Northern Road bypass of Round Corner is not identified in any State
strategies. Future Transport 2056 identifies connections around the North West Metro primarily
in The Hills Shire.
 
3. Could the Department confirm the timeline for the road upgrade investigations within the
Hills LGA in particular the Old Northern Road corridor?
The Department has sought advice from Transport for NSW in responding to this question.
Transport for NSW advises:

The New Line Road Upgrade Strategic Business Case (SBC) is in preparation.  This process
is expected to culminate in a draft report in around 18 months. The project is only funded
to SBC at this stage.
The project scope covers the road corridor from New Line Road from Castle Hill Road,
West Pennant Hills to Old Northern Road, Dural.  

 
4. Could the Department elaborate on the context of the approval for the planning proposal
on the parcel of land south of the Southern Site?
A planning proposal at 582-582A Old Northern Road, Dural to facilitate 57 dwellings by rezoning
land from RU6 Transition to R3 Medium Density was subject to a rezoning review as Council did
not indicate support within a 90 day timeframe of having received the proposal. The Sydney
West Central Planning Panel (now the Sydney Central City Planning Panel) determined on 1
February 2017 (under the Draft District Plans - prior to the final District Plans which came in to
force in March 2018) that the proposal should proceed to gateway as:

1.       The planning proposal has strategic merit as it would increase the availability and
choice of housing in the locality, will support and benefit from the services available
in the Dural and Round Corner retail centres, will be compatible with other existing
and planned future uses in the location, and potentially facilitate conservation of the
critically endangered Shale Sandstone Transition Forest.

2.       The proposal would improve land use compatibility in the area by removing a long-



standing industrial use (timber yard) and replacing it with an appropriately scaled
new residential area.

The Panel notes that the Council intends to undertake a study of urban interfaces with rural
and agricultural lands. The Panel supports hits work as a useful adjunct to meet the goals of
the District Plan.

 
The then Department of Planning and Environment issued a Gateway determination on 1 May
2017  on the basis that:  

The then Roads and Maritime Services raised no objections to the proposal as it was not
considered likely to have an impact on the State road network.
The site contained Shale Sandstone Transition Forest ranging from very low to moderate
condition.
The Department determined there were sufficient controls in place to protect
environmentally sensitive areas on site.
Contributions towards the provision of local infrastructure through a Voluntary Planning
Agreement (VPA) could be secured prior to the plan being made. 

 
The plan was finalised on 20 December 2018.
 
The Department notes that this gateway and finalisation pre-dated the introduction of the
Central City District Plan now identifying the Metropolitan Rural Area and no longer supporting
urban development of this scale and nature outside release areas.
 
5. If possible, could the Department confirm the approximate number of residences in the
villages of Round Corner and the Dural Neighbourhood Centre?
There are an estimated 500 dwellings in the Dural village. According to the Atlas Id demographic
summary (https://forecast.id.com.au/the-hills/population-households-dwellings?
WebID=160&mYear1=2016&mYear3=2020) the entire Dural-Middle Dural Area (larger than the
villages) has approximately 1,300 dwellings.
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