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Meeting Notes and Outcomes 

City of Gosford Design Advisory Panel  

Department of Planning and Environment 

 

Details 

Name City of Gosford Design Advisory Panel – Design Reference Group (DRG) 
Location Department of Planning and Environment (DP&E) 

320 Pitt Street Sydney, Level 17 Ironbark Room (meet in foyer) 

Date/Time Tuesday 12 March 2019, 12:15pm-1:30pm 

Chair DRG member 

Attendees  Robert Hodgkins (DP&E) 
Sharon Edwards (DP&E) 
Greg Sullivan (DP&E)  
Silvio Falato (DP&E) 
Louise Starkey (DP&E) 
John Choi (DRG) 
Paul Walter (DRG) 
Andrew Harvey (Urbis) 
Justyn Ng (St Hilliers) 
Joseph Risotano (St Hilliers) 
Nick Byrne (DKO Architects) 

Site 26-32 Mann Street, St Hilliers  

Meeting Notes 

These notes are a summary of the meeting and meeting outcomes.  

Purpose of the meeting 

The purpose of the meeting was to provide for the proponent to present their proposal to the City of 
Gosford Design Advisory Panel (CoGDAP) Design Reference Group (DRG) members and receive 
feedback on their proposal, in a workshop format. 

CoGDAP and DRG roles 

• The CoGDAP  

o has a role of ensuring design excellence and design quality for Gosford City Centre 
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o will fulfil the functions of a ‘design review panel’ under the SEPP  

o will provide advice that guides the design of development proposals and inform the 
development assessment process – the assessment team will have to consider a 
broader range of issues than the Panel 

o does not have a role in the determination of applications – proposals will still need to 
go through an assessment and determination process 

o Requested that the DRG be formed to: 

 assist applicants to get ready for the Panel,  
 provide advice to the Panel, and 
 sit as rotational members on the Panel when it considers the applications 

 
Discussion of issues 

•  The DRG acknowledged the following positive aspects of the proposal: 
o Pedestrian permeability through the site and approach to create active frontages  
o Retail strategy and opportunity for activation 
o Variety of scale and approach to podium and how it works with the tower massing and 

differentiation 
o Elevating people above the park will create a good visual connection with the 

waterfront and high amenity lookout over the park 
 

• The DRG acknowledged the following as areas of concern and/or that require additional 
consideration: 

o Staging of the proposal and how it relates to the Leagues Club Field redevelopment  
o Vehicle movements and servicing requirements, noting the DCP requirement for the 

primary access to be from Vaughan Avenue and original intent for the Baker Street 
extension to be pedestrian dominated 

o Overshadowing and the impacts of the proposed scheme or an alternative scheme on 
open space, including Gosford City Park and the War Memorial  

o The key arrival view from Brian McGowan Bridge and the need to: 
 Provide diversity in tower form and height so the development does not 

present as a continuous wall from this vantage point and from the waterfront, 
 Provide a full building break in the podium along the Baker Street frontage to 

break up the length of development, and 
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 Distribute scale and height of form for diversity and importantly protect as 
much of the view of the hill/Rumbalara Reserve backdrop as possible, to 
maintain the ability to read terrain in the ridgeline 

o For the Baker Street/Vaughan Avenue corner/frontage: 
 Potential to provide a responsive termination to the urban built form through a 

landmark building that responds to the broader landscape and waterfront 
setting 

o The legibility of the address to the DFSI building on Mann Street which is confused by 
the rotation of the proposed building in that location 

o Lack of a visual and direct pedestrian connection through the site, from Mann Street to 
the Leagues Club Field. The open space area is likely to feel private as a result and 
the retail space on the edge of the podium will need to be transparent to maintain a 
visual connection with the water  

• The DRG made the following general comments about the proposal 
o Suggest further engagement with Hunter & Central Coast Development Corporation 

regarding Leagues Club Field and a complimentary strategy around the design, levels 
and staging 

o [The following point was in the agenda but was not discussed in the meeting] Where 
the ground floor use on Baker Street and Mann Street is not proposed to be an active 
use, consider flexible arrangement for future conversion to active use – floor to floor 
heights, etc. 

Next steps 

o Proponent to respond to issues raised in the workshop, before lodging a revised 
package for consideration by the City of Gosford Design Advisory Panel, at its 26 
March meeting 

o Deadline for 26 March meeting package is am Monday 18 March 
o The CoGDAP meeting will include a site visit. The applicant can have a rep on site to 

show the Panel points of interest and the Panel will then discuss the proposal 
separately 

o Panel meeting will involve a similar presentation to the Panel, addressing the issues 
identified in todays meeting, questions from the Panel, deliberation by the Panel 
(without the applicant) and then feedback from the Panel 

o If applicant requires more time to work up a revised proposal, it can request a later 
meeting 
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