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To Commissioners Steve O’Conner, John Hamm, Snow Barlow
I am Bronwyn Evelyn from Canowindra NSW and oppose Santos’ Narrabri Gas Project, and the
NSW Governments assessment of the project.
1. Santos is not welcome on Gamilaroi Land.
2. “Serious and irreversible damage to Aquifers and groundwater can’t be ruled out”
Fin.Review23/6/20. Santos in its own EIS cannot guarantee damage will not occur. Water is
absolutely vital, for a single project to jeopardize the integrity of these aquifers and groundwaters
is wrong and unacceptable. For this to be carried out on state owned land is unacceptable.
3. The Pilliga is the largest undisturbed remnant area of dry sclerophyll forest in NSW with
significant conservation values and should be protected. Clearing native vegetation, removing
habitat, reducing corridors to forested areas, fragmenting habitat, spreading weeds and feral pests
is unacceptable today.
I don’t understand how the present State Government can be “satisfied” that Santos can
“minimise”, “mitigate”, “avoid impact”, be “unlikely to significantly impact”, “offset” “potential
impact” and “contain” “negligible” ”potential impacts” when recent inquiries have conclusively
found that ‘Australia’s environment and iconic places are in an overall state of decline and are
under increasing threat…the current environmental trajectory is unsustainable.” Graeme Samuel,
Independent Review into the EPBC Act, ABC News 20/6/20.
And a NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the NSW Koala Population states that without urgent
intervention the Koala will become extinct in NSW before 2050 (about the same time this project
will wind up). Loss of habitat possess the most serious threat. The inquiry wants an URGENT
investigation into using habitat on private land and STATE FORESTS to replenish populations
devastated by bushfires.
“There must be a significant increase in Koala habitat, PROTECTED from logging, MINING, LANDCLEARING and URBAN DEVELOPMENT”, Ms Faehermann said, ”the government needs to overhaul
the FAILED biodiversity offsetting scheme, which allows core Koala habitat to be cleared.” ABC
News 30/5/20.
Koalas do not need Santos’ “research” into their situation, they need habitat, more protections for
their habitat and an end to fossil fuels so their habitat will survive.

Why is it that our unique natural environment has to be sacrificed EVERYTIME for “economic”
gain?? Our landscape has constantly been hammered since white invasion/settlement. In merely
250years (5 of my lifetimes and I’m thinking your 3 combined, its pretty horrifying) our natural
systems are on the brink of collapse. If the Murry-Darling Basin collapse the Catastrophic Bushfires
of 2019-2020 aren’t evidence enough that our management systems are hopelessly inadequate,
we have dire warnings that if we don’t rapidly change our ways it will get worse.
Once these systems are gone they cannot be retrieved.
I am listing the names of the animals that will be impacted by this project. They currently live and
move through the proposed project area. I list these animals because they have a name and they
matter. They are reliant on intact habitat, and habitat remains intact because of them. They are
currently Vulnerable, Endangered and Critically Endangered, they will be further marginalised if
this project goes ahead. Please take the time if you can to read and honour each species:
Birds; E. Black Necked Stork
V. Barking Owl
Black Falcon
Diamond Finch
Dusky Woodswallow
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Grey-crowned Babbler
Hooded Robin
Little Eagle
Little Lorikeet
Masked Owl
Speckled Warbler
Spotted Harrier
Square Tailed Kite
Turquoise Parrot
Varied Sitella
Painted Honeyeater
Migratory; Cattle Egret
Glossy Egret

Glossy Ibis
Fork Tailed Swift
Great Egret
Rainbow Bee-eater
Satin Fly-catcher
White Throated Needle-tail
Critically Endangered; Regent Honeyeater
Swift Parrot
Vulnerable;
Brolga
Black-breasted Buzzard
Black-chinned Honeyeater
Blue-billed Duck
Freckled Duck
Gilberts Whistler
Scarlet Robin
Magpie Goose
Sharptailed Sandpiper
Lathams Snipe
Endangered;
Australian Bustard
Bush Stone Curlew
Grey Falcon
Australian Bittern
Australian Painted Snipe
Vulnerable; Superb Parrot
Mammals; Endangered: Black-striped Wallaby

Mammals; Vulnerable: Eastern Bent-wing Bat
Eastern Cave Bat
Little Pied Bat
Yellow-bellied Sheath-tail Bat
Eastern Pygmy Possum
Squirrel Glider
Koala
Pilliga Mouse
South-eastern Long-eared Bat
Endangered; Spotted-tail Quoll
Vulnerable; Large-eared Pied Bat
Rufous Bettong
Stripe-faced Dunnart
Reptiles; Vulnerable: Pale Headed Snake
Fish; Silver Perch
Murry Cod
Eel-tailed Catfish ~likely
Invertebrates; River Snail
Santos cannot guarantee a better outcome for these species.
4. Catastrophic Bushfires are a very real threat. Santos will have no control over flaring’s
happening on Total Fire Ban days. This is a catastrophic outcome for the forests and contemptuous
of our state laws.
5. We live on the driest continent on earth, water is so precious. Don’t give Santos the opportunity
to irreparably damage our aquifers, groundwater and waterways; leaving us a legacy of 850,000
tonnes of salt to dispose of…
6. This IS a gateway project, if this goes ahead it potentially opens up the central west of NSW to
gas exploration and export (domestic/overseas)For Santos to fail to address this in its submission
is disingenuous, arrogant and shows contempt for the region, the environment and the planet.
7. I agree with Georgina Woods from Lock the Gate when she says, “Rural communities should not
be forced to sacrifice land, water, and their economic security in the name of quick and dirty
resource exploitation.” I live in Canowindra and have included a paper by Andrew Rawson,

published in “Biodiversity Dreaming”. “Climate Change, biodiversity and agriculture in the Central
Tablelands. NSW”, by Andrew Rawson, I believe, gives a clear view of the impacts of climate
change on agriculture in our region.
8. Climate change only intensifies the terrible consequences of Santos’ Narrabri Gas Project. This
one project alone will increase our fossil fuel emissions by 1%!! It is a lie when the present State
and Federal Governments say we need gas to ‘transition’ away from fossil fuels
In a paper published in the journal “Bioscience”,2019, 11,000 scientists, from across the world,
declare the “climate crisis has arrived and is accelerating faster than most scientists expect.”
Actions the scientific alliance say would lessen the worst effects of climate change include quickly
transitioning to renewable energy, promptly reducing emissions of powerful short-lived climate
pollutants like methane, increasing protection of biodiverse systems, an end to land clearing,
planting more trees..
The UN Environment Programs ‘Production Gap Report 2019’ “The time to begin planning for a
wind down of gas production is, as with other fossil fuels, already upon us. To meet ‘safer’ 1.5
degree warming limits, “gas production needs to peak this year”.
Two recent studies published in July 2020 in Earth Systems Science Data, and Environmental
Research Letters say “US oil and gas drilling are driving up global emissions of the potent
greenhouse gas methane”; “given that these reports show that methane emissions are currently
increasing globally it does not encourage me that we will be able to reverse the trend and achieve
the necessary reductions within the next decade..”,T.Weber, University Rochester New York.
“There are a lot policymakers and companies can do to cut methane emissions, but in most places
around the world we aren’t doing them”,R.Jackson.Stanford University. Chair of the Global Carbon
Project.
PLEASE DON’T LET US JUST BEGIN TO OPEN OUR GASFIELDS IN NSW!!!!!
“..the bad news is that four years on (from 2015 Paris Agreement) the best we can hope for is
holding global increases to around 1.75*C. We can only do that if the world moves decisively
toward zero net emissions by the middle of the century, if effective global action on climate
change fails, I fear the challenge would be beyond contemporary Australia. I fear things will fall
apart..” writes Ross Garnaut, The Conversation, 6/11/19. He goes on, “There has been an
extraordinary fall in the cost of equipment for solar and wind energy, and of technologies to store
renewable energy to even out supply…with abundant low-cost electricity Australia could grow
into a major producer of minerals needed in a post carbon world…and there’s an immense
opportunity for capturing and sequestering at relatively low cost, atmospheric carbon in soils,
pastures, woodlands, forests and plantations.’’
Santos’ Gas Projects are redundant and I urge you to declare them as such. I don’t understand our
current governments wedlock to the fossil fuel industry, but the relationship is destroying
Australia as we know it
We have so many great opportunities in a renewable carbon neutral country. Santos acts as if it
can use up Planet A, but we have no Planet B..

Our present governments and Santos’ lazy rationale of cheap electricity at the cost of our
environment, water, agriculture, the planets future, is insane. True insanity is doing the same
thing over and over again, knowing the result and doing it anyway.
I know this was wordy, so I thank you for your time, and I mean all this sincerely, please don’t
grant Santos approval to operate in the Pilliga.
Thanks n sincerely from Bronwyn Evelyn. 27/6/20.

