To the Independent Planning Commission. From: Stuart Murray
PO. Box 371
Narrabri NSW 2390
Re: Submission OBJECTING to the Proposed Santos Narrabri Gas Project

To The Commissioners.

| am Stuart Murray, a retired agronomist now cattle farmer in the Narrabri Shire with a property approx
10KM to the east of the Narrabri Gas Project.

Over the last couple of years eastern Australia has experienced the impacts of climate change with
unprecedented frequent and severe weather events. We have always experienced these events but we now know
that the build up in greenhouse gas emissions by burning fossil fuels has made the situation worse.

Scientists have been telling us this for 30 years. On average | know that droughts will get worse and our
business along with other agricultural businesses will be worse off as a result. Unfortunately our politicians have
largely ignored the climate scientists preferring to take their advice from the fossil fuel industry.

It is lunacy to even consider the approval of the Narrabri Gas Project as there are better options that do not
have the negative impacts of this project. We need climate action now and the rejection of the Narrabri Gas
project would be a step in the right direction.

[t is not unusual for Santos to downplay and trivialise the negatives of this project, salt and fugitive methane
emissions are two examples.

The following are only three examples of the extraordinary lengths the pro gas lobby go to justify the
Narrabri Gas Project.

| will leave the numerous other reasons why the NGP should not proceed to others

Firstly, and possibly something few if any, will present to the IPC panel.

During the IPC Meeting with Santos, Mr N Fox (Santos) while presenting to the panel commented on
fugitive emissions said: ‘CSIRO research included a 17,000-head cattle feedlot in NSW. If all the proposed 850
wells were operating concurrently, methane emissions from the project would be significantly less than a
feedlot of this size’

It is not uncommon for a comparison, such as this, to be made between fugitive methane emissions from
GSG projects and methane emissions from cows. They do this to demonise the cattle industry and create the
illusion that the CSG is not so bad after all. In 2014 the CSIRO released measurements of methane leaks from 43
wells which would have been chosen by the gas industry for study. The results found the leaks amounted to 0.02%
of lifetime production, well below the approximately 2% leakage rate where gas is likely to be cleaner than coal.
The press releases included the Financial Review trumpeting : Coal Seam Gas releases very little greenhouse gas,
CSIRO finds.

The Australian had fun trivialising the issue: CSG leaks equal to that of cows. This line was plucked straight
from oil and gas lobby group APPEA’s press release, comparing daily fugitive emissions of methane to that of four
cows. The Narrabri paper the Courier printed the same story and later published a full page advertisement by the
Yes to Gas supporters obviously using information from the APPEA press release.

To make matters worse the CSIRO scientists themselves went to great lengths to explain the limitations of
their study which did not include measuring methane emissions that occur from other downstream parts of
their infrastructure, but their qualifications were conveniently omitted.

The pro gas supporters, including Santos, seize on this comparison to help justify the approval of the NGP.



its support for the project. Some shires within this 150 kilometres radius such as Moree, Coonamble, and
Coonabarabran are strongly opposed to coal seam gas and therefore less likely to accept the disposal of salts in
their waste facilities.

Santos has signed a MOU with an American Company to carry out a study for a potential plant at Narrabri
that could produce sodium bicarbonate from the brine. Santos has had 9 years to prepare a strategy for the
disposal of these salts but have failed to do so.

It should also be noted that over the life of the project a total of approx 11,400 tonnes of these salts will
have been deposited on irrigation lands and into Bohena Creek.
[Ref: Calculated from information in Santos’s EIS Appendix G2, Concept irrigation design Page 28.]

Thirdly The Department of Planning Assessment report provided to the IPC states ‘on balance, the
Department has concluded that the project is in the public interest and is approvable subject to strict
conditions’.

If the recommendations made by the Chief Scientist Mary O’Kane, to our Government to ensure the
development of a world class gas industry that is safe and sustainable have not been fully implemented, having
almost six years to do so, then given this track record the conditions and regulations recommended in the
Department’s Assessment will not be implemented either.

On balance the project should not proceed as there are other options such as importing gas which do a far
better job of satisfying the needs for gas eg supply and downward pressure on price. This option also avoids all the
negative impacts of the Narrabri Gas Project and you would not need strict conditions.

The project is not in the public interest when better options are available and combined with the fact that
the majority of people do not want the project means the project should not be approved.

If this project is approved it will be a blow to democracy and destroy our trust in these processes.

Stuart Murray
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