
To:  Independent Planning Commission 

Moolarben Coal Project   

Stage 1 Modification #14   and  Stage 2 Modification #3 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019   Vivienne Armitage    

Speaking as Independent person and resident of Cooks Gap-Moolarben. 

A voice for the mute:  I make a plea for all the natural world of beautiful Moolarben district, who can’t 

say,  “Hey! What about me?” 

At least, I try to:  It’s hard – everything’s hard with this intrusion of mine noise, particularly during these 

nights of wakeful anguish, like now at 3 a.m.  The noise is there all the time, but in my bedroom in the 

early hours it comes as an unceasing growling hum, which cannot be shut out with earplugs or muffs, it 

comes into my head and soul through other ways, causing headaches never experience in my life, and a 

tired, stressed imbalance.   

These coal mines are destroying, before our eyes, and all our sensory perception, our Mother Earth. 

But this is not about me, nor other humans, although there are so many others experiencing similar 

symptoms of horror and trauma that my psychiatrist, for one, is saying that it’s not far off that an 

associated disorder such as “mining/destruction-related Traumatic Stress Disorder” or “Mining-Induced 

Psychosis” will be officially recognized. 

 

The details of these modifications to Stage 1 and 2 of this Coal Project are not known to me, but that 

they require government approval.  Approval simply should not be given to any further coal mining 

activities at Moolarben.  

Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve, locally known simply and affectionately as ‘The Munghorn’ should not 

have her edges, the richest part, sliced off.  She should not have her reaching corridors of wooded lanes, 

gullies, creeks and Woodland ridges severed.  Likewise, the important patches of remnant ecosystems 

further afield should not be severed from The Munghorn’s rich influence.   

This also applies to surrounding good farming districts, such as in the Cooyal area, where farmers are 

moving to the practice of regenerative farming. 

 

There is more.  Much, much more. 

So, simply, reconsider, don’t jump in and approve any of this. 

Please open this again to us before approving any modifications or extensions to this Coal Project.    



 




