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Independent Planning Commission NSW 

Re: St. Leonards South Residential Development 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to submit my objection to the St. Leonards South Residential Development. 

First of all, I would like to thank the IPC for the meeting held on 20th May 2019 for the general public 

and the local representatives of the foreign property developers to put the cases forward. 

As the whole meeting had been recorded, the valuable information provided would have been well 

documented for the minister Rob Stokes to make his wise decision. 

Nevertheless, I would like to point out that we had speakers against the proposal who were very 

intelligent professionals, academics, and experts in their fields plus concerned residents in the area. 

We all worked, lived, and breathed here on a daily basis. We knew the ins and outs of this area in so 

many ways which gave credibility to our inputs. The numerous study reports conducted by the 

developers were based on a very limited time study with doubtful accuracy let alone a truthful 

representation. 

Lane Cove Council had created a big problem with the SLSP that it had now become helpless and 

clueless. It should now be up to the IPC to restore some respect and credibility to the local residents 

by acting properly without bowing to the ever increasing pressure of the foreign property 

developers. 

It came as no surprise that the local representatives of the foreign property developers were 

aggressively pushing for the proposal to go ahead. They did not live here and their main concern was 

massive financial gains for the investment they had gambled on years ago. They now put relentless 

pressure on Lane Cove Council to bow to their demand. They also did not believe that public 

opinions should be respected in their business dealings. As far as they were concerned, this part of 

the lower North Shore might well deteriorate into a concrete slum provided their high density 

apartments could go ahead and be sold generating massive gains. Then they would move on and flex 

their muscles elsewhere for further profits. . 

According to the local medical experts in RNSH, both the private and public medical services in the 

area were inadequate at present and they had to cram the most number of patients into the wards 

of the hospital compared to other hospitals in Sydney.  No further provision had been made to take 

care of the incoming 3500 plus residents to take up residence in the upcoming building projects near 

completion in St. Leonards and many thousands  more from other massive developmental projects 

in Crows Nest. One could hardly imagine how our health system could cope with another extra  5000 



plus residents if the St. Leonards South Residential Proposal would be allowed to go ahead. We 

needed a miracle now and any further increase in population would justify the need for another 

hospital to be built. There was no plan for a new hospital and there would be no room for one to be 

built anyway. 

The traffic study by Council had determined the traffic impact to be “moderate’ and only minor 

network modifications would be required for the plan to go ahead. This presumption had been 

challenged by architects and planners at the meeting. Simple common sense and day-to-day living 

experience here as residents and workers would rebuke this erroneous report. Unless car ownership 

in this precinct was banned hypothetically, the impact would be unthinkable to the extent that 

ambulances carrying patients to RNSH on life-saving missions would be impeded. Incidentally, it 

would mean that the need of  high density housing would take precedence over the value of human 

lives trapped in traffic jam when the time factor could be the crucial determination for their survival. 

There had been other issues which had been brought up by the speakers against the development at 

the meeting. It was interesting to note that no one had spoken in favour of the development. It was 

a true reflection of the unsustainable, impractical, flawed, ill-planned, ill-designed, and out-of –touch 

overdevelopment nature of the St. Leonards South Residential Development doomed to fail 

miserably.  

It was interesting to note in Lane Cove Council’s submission that the project aimed to achieve “a 

vibrant community that protects its past, an accessible place, and a home for people of all ages.” In 

reality, it would create a “self-imposed gated” community locked in with traffic gridlocks with no 

respect to our heritage, our mental and physical well-being, and environment, an accessible place 

only if your feet would be your only means to get around to negotiate the slopes, and a home for 

those with no need of medical, educational, and other social services as there would be none. 

It is apparent that the only benefactors of the whole proposal would be the foreign property 

developers who could afford to purchase our land to impose their style of development upon us for 

their massive gain as they had managed to do so all over the world. It is about time that we have to 

stand up to make sensible decision for the well-being of all Australians to protect the  quality of lives 

our predecessors had fought and worked so hard for. We would not mind development of 

properties on a much reduced scale and height to blend in with the landscape with great respect to 

the environment and to honour the green space entitlement in conjunction with the development of 

extra infrastructure to service the extra residents at the same time. 

For any developmental proposal to be successful, it would require meticulous planning of all 

supporting infrastructure and consultation with the local communities. Sadly, the St. Leonards South 

Residential Proposal had lacked any of the above.  

We would not like this part of Sydney to be desecrated by the property developers. I would like to 

request Mr Rob Stokes to seriously consider the unanimous voices of the residents here to scrap the 

proposal. We would not like our suburb to be degraded into a grid-locked concrete jungle devoid of 

green spaces, adequate infrastructure and amenities. It is better to act now than to regret years 

later in creating a man-made disaster and monster that Mr Stokes can avoid at this stage. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 



 

Yours sincerely, 

Virginia Chin (Dr) 




