
 

 

 

23 July 2018 

David McNamara 

Director Secretariat, NSW Independent Planning Commission 

Level 3, 201 Elizabeth Street 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Sent by email to ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au  

Dear David: 

Re: Crown Cemetery Development Varroville – A085/18 – use of our research in the assessment 

I write to you as the owner (with my husband) of state-listed Varro Ville Homestead (SHR #00737) located 

on an 8 acre battle-axe block in the middle of the Varroville cemetery development proposed by the 

Catholic Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust (CMCT) – Crown Cemetery Development Varroville – A085/18 

(Varroville cemetery).  

On 12 July 2018 I wrote on behalf of the Scenic Hills Association to the Chair of the NSW Independent 

Planning Commission (NIPC) about our concerns with the cemetery assessment process going forward, 

noting that the Planning Minister’s delegation had had the effect of terminating the previous process at a 

critical point. I also expressed our concern about how our submissions, provided under a different process, 

would be handled by the NIPC and sought a meeting with the NIPC to discuss our concerns. 

From your email of 13 July 2018 and our subsequent phone conversation, I understand that the NIPC is 

waiting for Campbelltown City Council to provide all the relevant material it holds in relation to the 

Varroville cemetery development application (DA) and that the Commission will finalise the next steps in 

the process once that material has been reviewed and will upload this to its website and inform us directly. 

Our Association continues to seek a meeting with the NIPC as per our letter of 12 July 2018, however in the 

interim, I wish to raise my particular concern as the owner of Varro Ville Homestead (with my husband 

Peter Gibbs), regarding the handling by the NIPC of our research report - Curtilage Study Varro Ville by 

Orwell & Peter Phillips, May 2016 – provided with our submission on the Varroville cemetery DA to 

Campbelltown Council. As explained on the phone, the report specifically identifies archaeology and other 

agricultural and estate features on the proposed cemetery land surrounding Varro Ville Homestead, that is 

critical to the preservation of the Homestead’s state heritage significance, but which is not yet protected 

under the Heritage Act 1977. Until such time as the land is listed as part of a curtilage expansion for the 

Homestead (which is in progress), those elements can be destroyed without penalty by anyone with access 

to that land. We wish for the report to inform the DA assessment (indeed it is critical that it do so), however 

we are concerned about it being provided to anyone outside the NIPC while this is still being finalised.  
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