
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

13 February 2018 

Planning Assessment Commission  
Level 13, 301 George Street 
GPO Box 3415 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
Email pac@pac.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Submission - Hunter Valley Operations South Modification 5 – D497/17 
 
I am a resident of Bulga, a small town near Hunter Valley Operations. I strongly object to 

Hunter Valley Operations South Modification 5. 

My reasons for objecting are many but I have outlined some of the more important ones 

below 

Final Voids 

It is my view and others in the community that the final voids must be completely 

backfilled and the contours returned as close as possible to its original contours. 

The mining companies started buying land in the 70 and 80s. At the time there were 

15 large grazing properties running sheep and there were three properties which were 

orchards. In addition there were 6 dairy farms and 5 orchards. On purchasing they 

removed the stock because they said it was damaging the environment.  Nothing is left 

now because all the land owned by the mines is left to return to weeds and ferrule 

animals.  

To state the land is no worth backfilling because it is valued as relatively modest 

agricultural value and it will cost them large sums to backfill so they will leave a 

massive void which cannot be used for anything.  The resulting lake will be highly 

saline and chemically charged. The value of backfilling the voids are all part of the cost 

of operating the mine and must be considered as part of their business plan and 

costings. 

An overseas company can come in here, buy all the farms, remove the stock, 

devastate the land getting coal out and then having reaped the reward of selling the 

coal, walk away leaving land that is worthless because you cannot use it and a 

massive scar on the landscape in the form an enormous void. I think it is time the 

planning of country areas is left to the country people who live in the area and not the 

city dwelling bureaucrats who are intensely lobbied by the mining industry and who 



don’t give a damn about area such as the Hunter Valley and future food production 

and other sustainable industries  

In addition its close proximity to the Hunter River will start dewatering the surrounding 

areas area causing loss of water supplies to those farms depending on underground 

bores for irrigation 

No Government policy which allows the Mines to leave voids 

There is no government policy which allows mines to leave voids on completion.  I 

request that the PAC insist upon the total void being filled before completion.  The 

advice from the mining company that it is too expensive to do so must be rejected.  

The cost of backfill must be included in the economics of the proposal and considered 

as part of this process of evaluation.  If the mine refuses to completely back fill the void 

then the project must be rejected.  The cost of back filling the void is part of the costs 

of mining coal by open-cut methods and cannot be used as a reason to leave a void. 

The Department states that the option to fill the final void is not reasonable.  It is this 

attitude which has caused the devastation to the Hunter Valley apparent to all who live 

here and those who visit.  The mining company wants to benefit from the coal but is 

not prepared to pay the cost of repairing the damage caused in the extraction process. 

This is unacceptable; Future generations should not be left with the damage open cut 

mines have done to the Hunter Valley. Grotesque voids left on completion cannot be 

allowed to continue.  

Should this mine application be approved it must contain a condition to backfill the 

voids and be an example of the commitment by the Government to start repairing the 

damage to the Hunter Valley caused by open cut mining. 

Cost of backfilling void must be included on the economics assessment. 

Social & Health Impacts  

The people who are impacted the most gain nothing and are suffering loss of health 
and sleep, amenity, quality of life and financial instability. 

HVO South Mod 5 will result in increased heights and volumes of overburden in an 

already ‘overburdened’ area. This will worsen the already hazardous levels of dust and 

air pollution nearby residents are forced to endure.  

The Jerry’s Plains air quality monitor has registered 5 exceedances so far in 2018 and 
that is only with existing operations. The nearby Warkworth monitor has registered 8 
exceedances of national air quality standards since the beginning of the year. This 
record number of air quality alerts in Jerrys Plains was registered before another open 
cut coal mine such as HVO South Mod 5 is added to the existing number of mines.  

The EPA Dust Stop Program and environmental pollution licences are not managing 

air pollution from existing mines in the area so they certainly are not going to cope if 

more open cut coal mines such as Hunter Valley Operations South Mod 5 gain 

approval. It would be madness to add another ‘super pit’ into the already highly 

polluted area.  



Residents’ complaints are continually dismissed. Despite complaints and 
investigations, residents are repeatedly told the mine is operating within its licence or 
that the dust clouds are not from their mine. A response which is well-rehearsed. 

In a recent example, Bulga residents reported a mine blast plume which passed over 
the village on Friday morning (Feb 9 h 2018) causing dust and a nasty sulphur odour. 
The NSW Environment Protection Authority confirmed they received complaints 
regarding blasts and its impacts and they would be investigating those reports. 

The Mine stated the fumes from the blasts dissipated over the mine operations. Clouds 
of dust were clearly seen by residents and the dust did not dissipate over the mine site 
but passed over the Bulga Village area. Earlier that same morning, Peabody’s Wambo 
Coal. Locals reported that clouds of dust were clearly visible and had definitely left that 
mine site. 

According to the Upper Hunter Air Quality Network Warkworth near Hunter Valley 
Operations, PM10 levels exceeding the national standards reaching a spike of 129.7 
which is rated as hazardous. 

Consistently, the concerns raised by residents and experts regarding noise and dust 
are dismissed. 

In PAC Meetings there is always reference to the benefits of mining to the community 
but the people who are impacted the most, gain nothing and suffer incredible losses.  

Commissioners and government departments should be aware that the number of 
people being negatively impacted by mining in our area and indeed, the Hunter Valley 
is increasing at an alarming rate.  People are angry that they have been forced into 
these situations and abandoned by Government to fend for themselves against multi-
national mining companies that are pandered to and subsidised by the Government. 

Nearby residents have front row seats to industrial operations day and night and are 
suffering loss of health and sleep, amenity and quality of life. 

Residents who want to leave are unable to because their properties are unsaleable 
given the mine’s negative impacts. This alone is reason enough not to give consent for 
yet another mine. 

Again, it is the people who are impacted the most gain nothing and are suffering loss 
of health and well-being, amenity, quality of life and financial instability. 

Water impacts  

Water is our most precious resource. Our weather is hotter and drier than before due 
to climate change. The approval of HVO South Mod 5, in an already over-mined area, 
will place further hazardous threats to the availability of water. Mining uses up and 
wastes so much precious water. Particularly in times of drought, this waste of precious 
water is criminal. 

Remnant stands of threatened trees continue to lose sources of groundwater essential 

for drought resistance. 

Commissioners have no idea what happens to the land and water once they approve 

these mining projects and they don’t want to know. They will approve this mine with 

strict conditions but those conditions will never be met or policed correctly. 






