
Submission to Planning Assessment Commission 

Objections to Hunter Valley Operations South Modification 5 

Dear Members of the Commission 

Please read this submission in conjunction with our submission regarding United Wambo Open Cut 

Coal Mine Project and Wambo Modifications.  As you will see we live in close proximity to both 

operations where we are already experiencing impacts from HVO West Pit, existing South, Riverview 

Pit and are within the Zone of Affectation for the approved Carrington West Wing expansion. 

Our objection is based on our knowledge that HVO did not undertake a full and proper assessment 

of the impacts the modification will have on us.  The project has been modelled on minimising 

impacts on the area of Maison Dieu and preserving those residents’ view to the West and the 

Wollombi National Park ranges.  However in doing that they completely ignored the impacts to 

residents, principally ourselves, living to the West.  HVO undertook modelling from the village 

(junction of the Golden Highway and Redmanvale Road) where they satisfied themselves there 

would be no visual impact.  It was only when we questioned and had HVO visit our property that 

they realised there will be a significant impact on our residence.  We currently have some protection 

from their existing operations due to the ridge (through Lemington Road), however this project will 

be much higher, exposing us to more noise, dust and as experienced with Wambo, lighting issues. 

(montage attached) 

We would mention here the serious blast incident at Riverview Pit on 17 January, which is still under 

investigation by the EPA.  This caused the house to shake, with fumes and dust blowing across our 

house.  It also lead to an injury to one of our foals. (photo attached) 

As it is, night time mining operations at HVO light up the sky so it appears to be “first light” all night – 

we very rarely have a genuine black night. 

HVO also had to reassess noise impacts, admitting to expected exceedances.  When we requested a 

full assessment covering noise, air quality, lighting etc., we have been told to read the EIS.  We are 

still trying to do this.  They also declined to provide us with real time noise data.  Therefore, we have 

yet to know what the full impacts will be on the quality of our lives, including visual amenity and 

property value. 

As is our experience with Wambo, once we are fully exposed to the extremes of mining operations, 

we have no protection from noise, dust and lighting 24/7.  Due to our location to the west of HVO 

the dust coming off the exposed overburden will join Wambo dust heading in a north westerly 

direction.  We do not need to be experts to predict air quality as the dust from these two operations 

combine  – there are sufficient records from the Jerrys Plains dust monitor to substantiate the 

existing poor air quality, which will only worsen should these projects go ahead. 

We will not repeat here our current experience with Wambo but can say with confidence this will be 

replicated should the HVO proposal be approved. 

There are steps that HVO (and United Wambo) can take to eliminate the deterioration in the quality 

of our lives.  Regrettably, they will not put forward meaningful mitigation options.  As our experience 

attests, there is no point in issuing an approval subject to conditions – these conditions are breached 

every day, with minimal penalties and no consequences.  Worse still, leaves residents like us with no 

recourse. 



What we now ask of the Commission is fair and reasonable – that your decision on the proposal is 

reserved pending a full and complete assessment of all impacts on us.  Following this, HVO be 

required to put forward proper mitigation options which preserve our quality of life.  It is only prior 

to issuing approval, that we have any hope of securing protection. 

Thank you again 

Grace & Denis Murphy 

 

 

 

 








