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I wish to make the following submission to the Planning and Assessment Commission for
 the Bylong Coal Project.

·         The Bylong coal project is unacceptable and must not be granted consent.

·         It will cause the loss of 319 hectares of strategic agricultural land and nearly 700
 hectares of land that is mapped as part of the equine critical industry cluster. Such
 lands should be permanently and securely made off-limits to any kind of mining
 activity.

·         The coal company, KEPCO, owns and controls nearly half the available water in
 the Bylong River water source and intends to redirect this water from irrigated
 agriculture to open cut mining. Over 440 hectares of land that currently supports
 irrigated agriculture will no longer do so if the mine goes ahead.

·         The impacts of this project on agricultural land and water are the worst ever seen
 for a coal mine proposal in this state and could have far reaching consequences. There
 must be a limit to where mining can occur. Open-cutting strategic agricultural land
 and equine critical industry cluster land clearly crosses a line that must not be crossed.

·         Analysis conducted at the insistence of the Department of Primary Industries
 shows that the volume of water proposed by KEPCO to be drawn from the alluvial
 aquifer could exceed its recharge, leading to depletion of the groundwater source.

·         Extensive water use by and groundwater inflows to the coal mine and its close
 proximity to the Bylong River will cause extensive and severe draw down of the
 productive Bylong alluvial aquifer, well beyond the minimal impact criteria of
 NSW’s Aquifer Interference Policy. In some places, for one of the models used, the
 draw-down of the alluvium exceeds 10 metres.

·         KEPCO’s assertion that this dramatic exceedance of the Aquifer Inference Policy
 criteria does not count because the mining company has purchased the properties that
 will be affected by this damage is not acceptable: the Bylong water source should not
 be subjected to this depletion for just 23 years of coal mining, leaving the Valley
 potentially unable to support productive agriculture into the future after the coal mine
 has been exhausted.

·         The Department of Primary Industries has expressed concern that in dry
 conditions, there may be insufficient water to run the mine and has warned that some
 neighbouring bores may become non-viable as a result of the profound. 

·         Even KEPCO has agreed that the potential to reduce the availability of
 groundwater to agriculture during dry years is likely.

·         The Department of Primary Industries is also concerned about flow on impacts to
 agricultural productivity in the Bylong Valley and the broader region as a result of the
 mine and the extensive areas of agricultural land and water now owned by the coal
 company.






