
I strongly object to this mine, as the government has destroyed Wollar where I live with the 

approval ( just recently), of an expansion of a mine which is far to big now. Coal should not be used  

any more as an energy we should be looking forward to renewable energy sources. The government 

is all to willing to allow new mines to go ahead and existing mines to get larger only for the taxes 

and royalties and worry about the climate and the environment at a later date.   

So Bylong is next on the list of lets destroy the landscape make prime agricultural land into a dry 

and barren landscape with mine related vehicles pushing any unsuspecting tourist off the road. 

Bylong Valley was listed as a conservation area by the national trust in 2013. The road through the 

valley and on towards Rylstone has been named one of the top 10 drives in Australia by 

drive.com.au. 

 Once the Bylong to Wollar road is sealed this will bring more traffic through Wollar and onwards 

to Mudgee. This road (main road 208)  travels  through the Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve. Road 

208 through the Munghorn Gap is very narrow with lots of bends and in very bad condition. 

Back in 2006 in a wilpinjong mine route assessment study of this road (208) found that the 

condition of the road is very poor and that parts of the road through the nature reserve were not 

appropriate for the movement of oversize and overmass vehicles which make for a more dangerous 

road. There are many places along this road where you cannot pull off the road safely to allow for 

large vehicles to pass. 

The Wollar road (208) through the Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve must be upgraded to a safe road 

for all users and must be completed before any development of a mine in Bylong can commence. 

This must be a condition of the approval of the mine 

We the locals that are left in the Wollar district have already experienced what it is like to have to 

deal and drive with mine related traffic when wilpinjong mine used this road(208).Starting in June 

2015 for approximately 6 weeks when the Ulan Wollar was closed due to a longwall collapse at 

moolarben mine. This left the road(208) damaged with potholes and broken shoulders which added 

to the already poor condition. I urge you to make this road top priority when making the decision 

for Bylong mine as we the remaining residents in Wollar have been left socially and economically 

stranded by the recent decision made about pit 8 wilpinjong mine expansion. 

The road (208) through the Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve is already a dangerous road and road 

safety is a key issue with every body who has to travel it to Mudgee. Wildlife safety must also be 

considered through the Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve as there is already roadkill, so more traffic 

means more deaths of native animals. So this issue must be addressed also???? 

Once again I OBJECT to this project. The Bylong Valley is farming land not mining land, that will 

destroy highly significant cultural heritage sites of the Wiradjuri people. The loss of groundwater 

which is so important in an already dry environment. This prime agricultural land must be looked 

after not mined. The project even though it doesn't have approval has already disrupted a 

community with many families being forced to leave the district and with gag orders enforced just 

as we experienced in Wollar. Also less local people means less knowledge of these areas which is 

very important when it comes bushfires.                              
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