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I understand the PAC is holding another public hearing regarding the Russell Vale Colliery on
December 8. Unfortunately I cannot attend and write this email as my feedback to the PAC. Thanks
in advance for your time and reading of this.

I will start by saying I object to Wollongong Coal's request to expand the Russel Vale Colliery,
particularly that the expansion will reach under the special reserves area of Sydney's water
catchment.

JOBS:
Firstly, I appreciate this is metallurgical coal and personally believe ALL metallurgical coal mined in
the Wollongong region should be used for the local steel smelter and industry. If not, then the
argument for expanding the mine to maintain jobs in the region is short sighted and economically
invalid.
Secondly, as an engineer in the manufacturing sector of Sydney I appreciate that numerous
manufacturing jobs are going off shore. A major reason for this is Australia's high AUD exchange
rate caused by the nation's dependence on mining. As a nation there is a need to rebalance of our
national economy and wind back our mining industry to avail ourselves of more jobs in the
secondary and tertiary industries. The expansion of this mine (and all mines) actually dampens job
prospects at a national level.

ENVIRONMENT:
As detailed by a number of environmental organisations:
-       The mine will cause subsidence, cracking and water loss in Cataract River, Cataract and
Bellambi Creeks, as well as water-storing swamps which are vital refuges in times of drought;
-       Wollongong Coal is proposing to use risky new mining methods to extract a third seam of coal
beneath two previously mined seams, placing our catchment at great risk;
-       Modelling by the mine’s own consultant estimates the proposed mining could result in surface
water baseflow loss of up to 7.3 ML per day - the equivalent of the average daily water
consumption for 24,580 people;
-       A staggering 360,000 tonnes of coal would be stockpiled in a mountain 33 metres high – the
height of an 11 story building.  This massive stockpile would be located just 225m from people’s
homes and 500m from a pre-school.

Also, the Russel Vale Colliery was recently placed in 'care and maintenance' mode, during this time I
would have expected the workforce to be redeployed on remediation activities which are part of the
mines responsibilities. Given this did not occur I have personal concerns that the company will
actually remediate the original mine as well as this expansion. If this expansion does get approved,
the PAC needs to ensure by international legal means a guarantee the monies will be available for
remediation of the lands and water catchment. If these works fell to the government and public
purse to be achieved I would consider the commissioners have failed in their duty of care to us, the
public of New South Wales.

In summary, I repeat my objection to Wollongong Coal's expansion of their Russel Vale Colliery due
to their poor record on the environment and disrespect of their miners.
To date, their management of the mine has not been concerned for the environment and water
catchment to a level the New South Wales public expects and their treatment of their own workers
over the 'care and maintenance' period shows that the workers are no reason for them wanting the
coal mine expanded.

Regards,
Antony LEWIS BE, MBT




