IPC Submission Blue Gum Community School (SSD 10444)

									Karen McPherson
									1A Rosemead Rd
									Hornsby NSW 2077
									17th February 2021

Dear Mr Duncan and Mr Pilton,
I reside at 1A Rosemead Rd, Hornsby immediately adjacent to Mt Errington. Mt Errington is not a suitable site for the development of a school. The developer has not consulted with the community at all about her proposed development. From this I deduce that the developer has no real interest in the community and the proposal is purely commercial. The local community does not want or require a school in the neighbourhood. Our community is very cohesive and most of us have called the Mt Errington Heritage Precinct our home for many years. Mt Errington is fit for purpose as a unique heritage dwelling and garden and does not require an adaptive reuse.
I would like to emphatically object to the proposed development of the Mt Errington heritage home into a school for 80 children and 9 staff based on the following issues:
· Increased noise;
· Increased traffic;
· Alterations to the heritage dwelling and environs;
· Tree removal;
· Risk to pedestrians;
· Bush fire risk; and
· Decrease in privacy.

Increased Noise and Emissions

At present, the level of noise in the area is low and is predominantly produced by the beautiful birds singing, the wind in the trees, intermittent vehicles and an occasional plane. Having a school next door will result in a very different type of noise being produced (voices, screaming, music, equipment and vehicles) compared to what we experience now. The noise produced will also be at an unacceptable level. The noise of 80 children playing next door will have a massive negative impact on the amenity of our home. We purchased our home in 1999 because of the quiet and serene ambiance of the neighbourhood.

Furthermore, the increase in vehicle movements around the surrounding streets, adjacent to two of our boundaries and parking in an area covered with pebbles at the rear of our backyard will contribute to the unacceptable increase in noise. Air quality will also diminish due to increased vehicle movements producing greater exhaust emissions, especially adjacent to our backyard.




Increased Traffic

Currently, it is rare to be able to drive uninterrupted down William St or Dural St. Most commonly drivers are forced to look for a space to pull over to allow oncoming traffic to pass as cars are parked the whole way along both of these streets effectively making them one way. The significant increase in traffic is unacceptable along these already congested streets. The lack of parking will make it an absolute nightmare for residents trying to move around the streets and into and out of our homes. On a normal week day, commuters park the whole way down William St and out the front of our house at 1A Rosemead Rd and outside Mt Errington. All residents living on William St, Dural St, Lisgar Rd, Lisgar Lane, Rosemead Rd, Lowanna Place and residents living in the valley on the western side of Hornsby will be greatly impacted by an increase in traffic and limited parking.

Semi trailer trucks accessing the West Hornsby Wastewater Treatment Plant on Valley Rd, Hornsby will also be impacted. The trucks are unable to get up Pretoria Pde, therefore Rosemead Rd is the only the access route for them. The semi trailers will be further inhibited if greater congestion occurs along Rosemead and William Streets.

Most students would be driven to the site as there are not many preschool or primary school aged children that reside in the Mt Errington area that would be using the school. In addition, there are a multitude of schools and preschools in the Hornsby area to service the needs of the residents.

Furthermore, there are numerous blind corners in the area which will greatly increase the risk for traffic accidents. The intersection with Rosemead Rd and William St is extremely hazardous likewise is the intersection with Rosemead Rd and Dural St. It is not uncommon to see vehicles charge negligently around these blind intersections. Even when drivers negotiate these intersections sensibly there is still a high risk of an incident occurring due to the limited vision.

Alterations to the Heritage Dwelling and its Environs

Any changes to the heritage house “Mt Errington” will alter the heritage value and character of this house permanently. This heritage dwelling is the premier heritage showpiece in the Hornsby Shire and should be preserved in its unadulterated form. This includes alterations to the gardens which are also heritage listed. 
 
Tree removal

The DA proposes total destruction of the vegetation at the rear and side of our house to allow construction of a car park. This would involve removal of a significant number of Blackbutt trees from the rear of the site. Mt Errington is the highest point in Hornsby. Removing the tree canopy in the heritage gardens will desecrate the landscape. The visual impact of removing the tree canopy will be seen over a vast distance in the region.

The gardens are also heritage listed and this vegetation is part of the character of Mt Errington. One hundred year old plantings cannot be destroyed for commercial gain. We currently enjoy an expansive, uninterrupted green view from our backyard. 

Risk to Pedestrians

Many locals, and others, use the footpath along Rosemead Rd for exercise and to enjoy the surrounds of Mt Errington. Increasing car movements in and out of the heritage house will pose an increased risk to pedestrians using the footpath. Many elderly residents from the retirement units, Camellia Court and Azalea Court, love going for strolls along the footpath. As they are elderly, they move slowly and are even more at risk.

Bush Fire Risk

Mt Errington is close to the edge of the bush and is therefore at risk of being impacted by bushfires. Having a school full of children needing to be evacuated would be a nightmare in the event of a bushfire.

Decrease in Privacy

Our privacy will also decrease dramatically with many people coming and going. The top floor windows peer down into our backyard. The elderly residents in Camellia Court, on Dural St, will also have significantly reduced privacy as many of their windows overlook Mt Errington.


Conclusion

In conclusion, I strongly object to the development application to change the heritage dwelling “Mt Errington” into a preschool centre and primary school. This quiet, serene residential area is not an appropriate location for this type of development for the many reasons stated above. We have lived in our home adjacent to “Mt Errington” for 22 years enjoying the sound of the wind through the trees and birds frolicking within them. We purchased our home next door to a heritage house not a school. We moved into this area to enjoy the peace and quiet and the green treed outlook. We do not want to feel as if we are living in a gaol with 1.8m solid timber fence enclosing us at the rear and side of our home. Any such development will immensely reduce our amenity and enjoyment of the area and our home.

I do not believe that the developer will be an exemplary custodian of the heritage dwelling as the heritage gardens are in the worst state they’ve been in over the 22 years I’ve resided next door. The perimeters adjacent to our property are weed infested and it is a constant battle to fend off the prolific weeds and vines infiltrating our garden from next door. This does not bode well for the future maintenance, conservation and protection of the heritage property as a school.

A school of any size will significantly decrease the amenity of our pre-existing serene surrounds. I am feeling very stressed about the possibility of a school as our neighbour. Our wellbeing will be greatly affected. Please do not allow our homes and amenity to be immensely negatively impacted by approving a commercial development at Mt Errington.

Yours sincerely,
Karen McPherson.




