
SUBMISSION FOR OBJECTION TO WALLA WALLA SOLAR 

PROPOSAL 

We are longstanding, genuine farmers in this area. 

I grew up on a farm at Walla Walla, ( ) & am directly descended 

from pioneers who found this area 150 years ago, enduring great 

hardships in the process, for the purpose of DECENT FARM LAND to 

work on (not marginal land as continues to be stated).It is not my 

nature to speak out and/or fight for what I believe in , but feel 

compelled to do this to honour my ancestors, who would not have 

let such an injustice merely go by. This issue has already divided our 

once united community, so much so, that my Grandson , who 

attends the local Secondary School -as I did & my father did before 

me - is banned from raising the topic for fear of a dispute taking 

place. 

Apart from this, we are aware that the world has changed, and we 

need to change with it. Alternate Energy is something we all need 

(indeed, we have a small amount of solar panels ourselves). But I do 

believe that by the time this is up & running, technology will have 

progressed & other options will be considered more viable , e.g 

nuclear energy (needs to be investigated & problems surrounding 

this need to be resolved.) But why do we need to suffer and endure 

this proposal on our doorsteps, when each new home could be 

responsible for it’s own power, if they were required to install solar 

panels & a battery themselves? (Govt already imposes itself on 

everything WE do). Our lives and livelihood will forever be changed. 

If the project “goes under”, how is the land to be regenerated? Trees 

which are hundreds of years old cannot be easily replaced, 

underground wires etc would need to be dug up, further harming the 

land. 

Repeated attempts to get data and details from the proponents have 

gone unanswered. We may be just farmers, but we should be 



entitled to explanations for what is going to affect us all. JUST BE 

CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR – Australia still needs to be fed, even 

if in a different way. Everything has changed. 

We will receive no benefit from this proposal, other than consoling 

ourselves with the fact that we are helping other Australians 

elsewhere. (We are not entitled to receive any electricity from this 

exercise). I am not convinced that local workers will be hired to 

construct the enterprise or be housed & fed within the area. Where 

is the guarantee for this? 

General statements continue to be made with no explanation e.g. 

How will this assist our town & area economically? 

Simplistic ideas of what farming is, seem to abound in abundance. 

We DO NOT sow crops and then wait for money to roll in. You 

CANNOT put animals into a paddock unsupervised and then wait to 

cash in on prices for them. In fact, an acquaintance who lives near 

Colleambally Solar Farm applied for permission to put sheep in & 

around panels and was knocked back because the sheep “may chew 

the lines etc” necessary to the panels. Further to this, we have many 

corellas and white cockatoos who will love to chew on the same 

lines, causing, at best, no production of electricity, and, at worst a 

fire to burn through the area. 

Having heard from people already trying to live with similar projects, 

I can see no reason why lessons can’t be learnt from this and we 

can’t avoid the same situation. 
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