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18 November 2020

The Independent Planning Commission

Re: Maxwell Undergound Mine Application - OBJECTION
I wish to voice my objection to the proposed Maxwell Underground Mine. I am concerned not only for my sake and my families, but for the future of everyone who lives in the Hunter region. 

This latest application by another mining entity threatens the very existence of people and the environment (no matter what they say). The main issue and one that hasn’t be adequately addressed by the application is the WATER! The Hunter River has already suffered extensively because of mining and long drought periods and the volume has noticeably decreased considerably over the last couple of decades. It seems to me that the mining companies consider they’ve already damaged the water supply, so what’s a little bit more? Well, it all adds up to one huge environmental disaster to me. Water is the lifeblood of humans. Without it we all perish. I would think this is something that should be considered first and foremost. What guarantees are made that the water supply won’t be affected? Absolutely NONE!

Other concerns I have are the already excessive noise, dust and traffic on roads which can’t sustain the volume. These issues are immense and already overwhelming the region and its people. By my own observations, the physical and emotional health of people in the local area is markedly different than it was 20 years ago. When I originally moved to Muswellbrook in 1997, having decided I wanted a quieter, rural lifestyle, back then you didn't even know the mines existed. Sure, you knew they were there, but they were never as visible and intrusive as they are today, 23 years later. There is now a saturation of mining in the Hunter Valley area and the destruction of the environment is obvious and appalling. The dust itself is creating well-documented health issues as well, just ask any local Doctor. It is actually a very unpleasant place to live already and will only get worse. 
It is for these reasons I relocated away from the region and now live in the Maitland area (not far enough away), however, as I still work in the Jerrys Plains area (not mining-related) I have to drive out there each day. The traffic heading to the mines is unbelievable nowadays and the increase in traffic in the 12 years I’ve been doing this is simply mind-boggling. The opening of the Hunter Expressway and increase in residential housing estates in the Maitland to Branxton areas has only exacerbated the problem. Almost every vehicle on the roads is a mining vehicle or truck (I see all the orange and yellow shirts), usually with only 1 person per vehicle and coming from, or heading to, the Newcastle direction. What happened to employing locals? The road infrastructure simply doesn’t support the daily volume of traffic and any currently proposed solutions are at least 4-10 years away at this point. If new mines or extensions to existing mines continue to be approved, these solutions will be useless and outdated by the time they are completed.
Also, the stress of having to live through multiple applications for this same mine is unacceptable, first by Anglo for an open-cut mine, which they attempted three times and which was ultimately denied and now this particular underground mine application. This whole process being done time and time again creates instability and stress for all affected.
I am also concerned that this application is just an attempt by Malabar Coal to get their ‘foot in the door’ as an underground mine and they will then apply for an open-cut mine and even further expansion down the track. What will happen then?
Another point to note is the promise of “jobs for locals”. As already mentioned, this is simply untrue. Most jobs are given to people who live closer to Newcastle and this is a hidden fact, as it is common knowledge that people use local addresses to get around the system. An example of the lack of jobs being provided to locals is the recent United Wambo Joint Venture, which is located not too far from Jerrys Plains. The bosses of that venture held community consultation meetings and assured the people of Jerrys Plains that there would be plenty of jobs for the locals. Recently, a question was asked of one of these ‘higher ups’ by a local who asked how many people from the Jerrys Plains township had been employed. The response, after prompting when the person baulked at the question was “Um, 3 I think”. Seriously, THREE??? So much for working with the community and providing locals with jobs.
Ultimately, something needs to be done to ensure that the mines are kept at an acceptable level and we are not overrun by them. What will happen 15-20 years from now? Coal is a dying commodity and likely won’t be around in 20 years’ time. Surely, we need to think about a sustainable future for all. What will be left for our children and generations beyond that? If you kill off other local industries, by the time mining has died its natural death (given mining has a finite life span) what then? Other industries like agriculture, vineyards, horse studs, etc. in the Hunter Valley region have been around forever and can remain well into the future. They can and will have jobs available for now and evermore. Mining certainly can't say the same.
Don't misunderstand me, I am not against mining in its entirety, I am simply against this particular mine application (as I was with the Drayton South proposal) which has the potential to destroy entire industries and will then be gone in 20-odd years, leaving nothing for anyone. In my mind, that is too great a risk to take. Short term gain will create long term pain for all in the community (or what’s left of it, if anything).
I thank you for taking the time to read my submission and respectfully request that you deny the application for the Maxwell Underground Mining Project.

Yours sincerely, 

Gail 
