Wollongong Coal's Revised Underground Expansion Project for Russell Vale  

(Major Project 09-0013) 

We object to Wollongong Coal Ltd Russell Vale Revised Underground Expansion for the following reasons -

There is serious risk if mining takes place in the Special Areas of the Water Catchment  especially around the shores of the Cataract Reservoir. Even if it was Bord and Pillar method, it still makes the area more unstable.

If there was hydraulic connectivity to the Dam the mine would be flooded and pour out of the entrance and flooding neighbours and even worse seriously flood the school at the bottom. 

Because the area is full of faults there is a high probability of this happening.

Apart from the high risk factors, there are other valid reason why Russell Vale Mine Expansion must not proceed.

There will be  water discharge on the  Illawarra Escarpment  causing  serious environmental problems  for well into the future.  

Wollongong and Sydney citizens  expect the Planning Department to protect the safe  future of the water supply.  It should  not be the responsibility of future generations of  taxpayers to pick up these maintenance costs of this faulty Mine. 

Coal Trucking along Bellambi Lane, The Northern Distributor to Port Kembla Coal Terminal will turn the roads into a nightmare for drivers, including business operators, who need to use the roads efficiently.  The figures as quoted by Dr Philip Laird, if this mine runs to full capacity, are absurd.  How will the residents ever manage to use these roads?

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions must be taken into account as this proposed expansion  will be  emitting very high levels of Gas.

Please note that Dr. Tognetti is a qualified Coal Mining Engineer.

