
To the Independent Planning Commission, 

 

I am writing to ask you to reject the proposed Vickery Extension Project near Boggabri.  

 

The Vickery Extension Project will have detrimental impacts on the local farming community, the 

agriculture and water resources of the Namoi Valley, the region’s rich cultural heritage and the 

liveable climate that we all rely upon. These will all be captive to global environmental impacts. At 

the same time as coal prices are dropping, many power stations are closing around the world and 

large fossil fuel companies are being sued for their contribution to the current climate crisis.  

Bad neighbour reputation 

Whitehaven has been found to be an irresponsible neighbour with twenty alleged or charged 

breaches for regulatory offences since 2012.These were a range of conditions designed to protect 

the public and environment. Environmental Justice Australia reported that Whitehaven have 

repeatedly breached licence conditions causing excessive pollution from blasting, drill rigs and wheel 

dust as well as exceeding extraction limits.  Recent news has the company being prosecuted again, 

this time for taking water without a licence over the three years from 2016-2019.  That this 

happened during the latest drought is further testament to their lack of integrity.  The Northern 

Daily Leader, 29 May 2020, reported on the failure of a dam wall at the company’s Tarrawonga Coal 

mine. In this case the company failed to maintain an inspection schedule for maintenance to the 

wall.  This instance adds to their bad neighbour reputation. The company at Maules Creek has been 

described as a ‘rogue operator’ by a neighbouring farmer. In August 2017, the EJC concluded that ’It 

would be negligent for the NSW Planning and Resources ministers to consider approving a fifth coal 

mine, when Whitehaven consistently disregards its environmental licence conditions and its 

neighbours’ health and welfare” .  

Social Licence 

Whitehaven cannot claim to have a social licence for continuing with the Vickery Extension Project. 

The Boggabri district is already suffering from the depopulation of farms by Whitehaven’s nearby 

Maules Creek coal mine. Narrabri mayor, Cathi Redding is reported as saying there was ‘a very valid 

feeling that there have been no benefits at all to Boggabri’ from the three other Whitehaven activity 

sites in the area.  Meanwhile, Whitehaven has acquired more than 61,050 ha of land over 471 

freehold titles in the district. At least 90 family farms have been bought out, with many leaving the 



region permanently. This farming community will not survive with another coal mine in the region. 

The farmers who were denied acquisition rights will be left to experience the noise and dust 

pollution from the mine and the new rail line.  There will be less people to buy from the local shop, 

impacts on health and education services. Sporting clubs and volunteer groups, often the glue that 

holds a community together, will have trouble finding members. Local families will be living in a 

diminished community and many left with stranded assets, unable to sell but forced to live with all 

the negative impacts of the coal mine operation. Their future decisions to stay or leave will have to 

be balanced against the health of the family_ an exceedingly difficult choice.  

 

Threat to Water Resources 

We cannot risk the limited water resources of the Namoi Valley, and the agriculture it supports, with 

another water hungry coal mine. The impacts on water will be severe. Even the Department of 

Planning admits the new Vickery mine might run out of water in dry times. Who will have access to 

the last drop of water, the mine, or farmers? Recent experience suggests it will be the mine. They 

have the capacity to price the landholders out of the market for diminishing water supply. This is a 

structural failure of the system. During the drought, water was directed from farming to the running 

of Maules Creek coal mine.  Despite a prosecution currently under way, there is still the point that 

government oversight was severely lacking. All onus for failures and breaches has fallen on the 

landholders.  It reflects an vastly unequal power dynamic and should not be the case. 

 

Reliability of number of jobs promised 

There is some question as to the number of coal jobs that would be created. Whitehaven has said it 

will create up to 500 temporary construction jobs and 450 ongoing jobs. These numbers are high 

when compared to their other sites which have a high level of automation. However, contrary to 

what the local community was told, in a presentation to an investor group, Whitehaven’s stated 

intention was to automate the mining process at the Vickery Extension.  Any increase of mining jobs 

would have to be balanced with the loss of them in agriculture. Ninety families bought out suggests 

at least ninety jobs that would be lost as well as the associated flow on of casual workers and 

supportive industries. 

 

 



Will there be sufficient funds for rehabilitation of the site?  

In addition, there are questions to be answered as to the profitability of the company which paid no 

tax on its ten coal mining or processing assets in Australia  over the past five years on an income of 

$8.4billion dollars.  In an era when increasing numbers of investors are moving away from fossil 

fuels, could these mines become stranded themselves? If that is the case will there be funds for the 

rehabilitation of the site when the need occurs?  This mine will deposit a vast pile of mine waste on 

top of the Namoi alluvial aquifer. This could result in heavy metals leaching into the aquifer, 

according to water experts from the NSW Government. These funds will be crucial to remediate such 

sites so that the taxpayer does not have to foot the bill. 

 

Overall effects on Climate Change 

In all of this is the overriding question of Climate Change.  We all rely on the earth and atmosphere 

for our very survival.  The short-term profits for a few should not be at the expense of everyone 

else’s health and well being. This past summer has shown us what a supercharged climate can do: 

we have had unprecedented weather events, high temperatures, ferocious bushfires, and dust 

storms. These events have come at a significant cost to the economy. Added to this, the onset of 

Covid 19 has demonstrated the perilous nature of the global economy with disrupted supply lines.  

The assurance that we can grow our food was given to stop the panic buying in the supermarkets.  

We need to plan for a future where this guarantee of food security stands. 

 

The Vickery Extension Project is estimated to add 370 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions to 

the atmosphere while ruining prime agricultural land and communities. This is a significant amount 

when compared to the total emissions for the country in 2018 of 551 m tonnes.  Rather than grant 

approval we would be much wiser as a society to develop systems of sustainable agricultural 

practices, where carbon is retained in the soil and its water holding capacity improved. This would 

have a positive impact on our farms, our local communities and work to lower our carbon emission 

figures. 

Climate Change will not only affect the agricultural sector but larger regional communities as well. 

Here in Tamworth we have sympathy for our farmers and understood the direct impacts of water 

shortages: no summer crops in three years, bare soils and dry wells leading to destocking.  During 

summer in town we struggled through with bucketing our grey water, using it to water our gardens 

and flush our toilets. We worried if there would be a need to place restrictions on the use of our 



evaporative coolers when we had long period of relentless high temperatures.  Some industries 

which a high dependency on water, such as Baiada, were under threat of closure.  However, despite 

recent rain we are still on Level 5 water restrictions and currently Chaffey Dam only has 15.2%. It 

follows, that increased emissions from the mine will fuel Climate Change and not only affect the 

agricultural sector and food security but also the viability of our regional towns. 

Heritage 

There is also the matter of our heritage, both European and First Nations People. Mine 

infrastructure will encroach within 300 metres of the historic ‘Kurrumbede’ homestead. Mine dust 

and blasting could put the structural integrity of the homestead at risk. Gamilaraay sites will be 

affected. Their country all but unrecognisable. 

 

Thriving, Sustainable and Resilient NSW 

The opening page of the Government’s website for Environment, Energy and Science is subtitled 

“Thriving, Sustainable and Resilient NSW”. When these aspirations are considered, to allow 

Whitehaven, to develop this mine would a failure planning. There is nothing sustainable about the 

detrimental impacts on water, the agricultural sector, local communities, European and First Nations 

heritage, or the combined cumulative effects of emissions on Climate Change. The company has a 

bad neighbour reputation and has not paid tax in the past five years. The short-term employment 

opportunities of developing this mine would not help the community to thrive but severely test the 

resilience of those left to suffer the consequences. I urge the panel to oppose this project. 

 

Thank you for considering my objection to the Vickery Extension Project.  


