
 
Submission of Objection: Vickery Project 
87 St John’s Rd, Blaxland, NSW, 2774 
Email: lizziechase@hotmail.com 
July 9th, 2020 
   
Dear Panel Members, 
 
I am writing to make a submission on the Whitehaven’s Vickery Mining Project. This is called an 
extension but it’s a new mine in Boggabri, with a new rail connection that will cross the Namoi 
River and its floodplain. I am happy for my name and submission to be included on your website.  
 
I object to the proposed Vickery Mining Project and ask the Independent Planning Commission to 
reject this project. I am very much in support of environmentally sustainable initiatives to 
generate power in Australia, such as solar and wind power initiatives, rather than us continuing to 
mine the earth with disastrous climate change consequences.  
 
I am writing to ask that you stop this project and support an Australia which will be beautiful for 
our grandchildren – making decisions for short term profits will end up being disastrous for our 
environment. Battery storage technology makes renewable energy sources backed by batteries a 
cheaper, cleaner option than developing more gas. 
 
Please take a long-term view that does not give priority to money, big business, mining and old 
power generation methods. Please give priority to people, to our planet and to our environment. 
I’m a teacher and I feel increasingly desperate about the world we are leaving for our little ones. 
Please be part of a much-needed change which supports sustainable energy.  
 
Thank you for genuinely considering my objection and the objections of others who care. I 
appreciate that Australia has this process whereby we can have our concerns considered, as big 
business automatically wins the day in so many other countries. So, I am grateful for this 
process.    
 
I object to this project because the proposed mining site includes the historic Kurrumbede 
property. The social impacts of this new mine will be huge – the area has already experienced 
desertion of farms due to Whitehaven Maules Creek coal mine. They’ve already done enough – 
let’s stop this extension, please.  
 
My biggest concerns are about the way in which this coal mining will contribute to greenhouse 
gas emissions. I am also very concerned about water – the lack of it and potential heavy metal 
leaching by acid-forming mine spoil into the aquifer.  These very worrying issues have been 
raised by the Lock the Gate alliance, in support of local farmers. I really feel for them.     

• GREENHOUSE GAS: If it goes ahead, this mine will add 370 million tonnes of 
greenhouse gas emissions to the atmosphere. Please let us STOP adding to this mess. 

• WATER SUPPLY: To feed its thirst for water, Whitehaven’s nearby Maules Creek coal 
mine has already outbid local farmers for water at auction and built pipelines from nearby 
farms to divert farming water for mining. Farmers must feel desperate about this.  

• MINE SPOIL – AQUIFER CONTAMINATION: Mine spoil will go on top of 202 hectares of 
the Namoi alluvial aquifer - the presence of acid forming materials in the spoil will mean 
heavy metals could leach into the aquifer below. Please let us protect our water supply.  

Yours sincerely  
Elizabeth Chase  
PH: 0421997561  
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