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Re Vickery Extension Project

This submission is brief because I am sure that many others will be objecting on the same grounds.

1)  the total benefits are far outweighed by the total costs and damages.
A  few  hundred  people  employed  and  a  few  million  dollars  in  rent  resource  tax  is  not  fair
compensation for the loss of agricultural land, clean water and damage to the climate brought about
by the hundreds of millions of tons of CO2 that will accrue to the world's atmosphere.

2)  the virtual  and actual  theft  of local  water resources is  unfair and unjust and is  completely
unavoidable.
It would be a travesty of natural justice if this mine were to be able to take even the minimum
amount that it requires to operate.  We should always favour water over coal.  There will be less
water available with increasing drought and climate change.  A huge new drawndown will benefit
only coal mine shareholders.

3)  the Narabri local council has objected that the depopulation already resulting from the existing
mine, will be compounded by the new mine.  The social impacts and the decline of agriculture
diminishes one of Australia's great agricultural districts and undermines its economic viability.

4)  the storage of mining spoil is inadequate and unsafe.  
As a former employee of miners who deposited their waste uncontained into the environment, I can
attest that miners will discard their waste in the manner least expensive to them.  That is almost
always the method of most cost to the environment and the community.

5)  a railway must be constructed overland and across the Namoi River and floodplain.
This rail corridor results in significant habitat destruction and division.  Farmers' access to their
own land is infringed and wildlife habitat is diminished.

This whole project is a terrible idea.  It does not serve the needs of the local community, the state,
the commonwealth or indeed the planet.  It is a project with huge costs and pitiful benefits.  Please
do not allow it to proceed. For God’s sake NO MORE COAL!

Sincerely

David M Palmer
South Pumpenbil NSW 2484
dmpalmer@skymesh.com.au
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