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IPC Panel Members – Vickery Extension Project 

NSW Government Independent Planning Commission 

Level 3 201 Elizabeth Street  

Sydney NSW 2000  

 

Dear IPC Panel Members, 

Letter of Support for the Whitehaven Vickery Extension Project 

I support the approval of the Whitehaven Vickery Extension Project (VEP). This Project will provide 

long term stable employment to a region which has struggled with decreasing agricultural 

employment, drought and the Covid 19 pandemic. Whitehaven is already a large contributor to the 

local economy and the VEP is set to inject $271 million in wages that will help support local 

businesses. Keeping people and services in the local area will help maintain a resilient and cohesive 

community for the future. 

Whitehaven has provided additional income to local farmers during the drought by purchasing their 

unused water allocation which they have decided not to fully utilise themselves. This unused 

Landholder water allocation is due to them electing not to plant and /or water crops due to the dire 

forecast weather predictions, unsustainably low soil moisture profiles, or they have needed additional 

funds to enable them to carry on feeding the core breeding stock and have elected to sell their water 

allocation to raise this capital. Other landholder’s use the sale of their water allocation as their 

superannuation fund and this is how they fund their retirement. This injects much needed additional 

funds into the local agricultural industry and economy during these tough times. Whitehaven also 

sells water allocation to the agricultural industry when it’s not required, thus providing an opportunity 

for the agricultural industry to share some of this water. This symbiotic relationship is crucial to the 

local economy. 

Many local farmers also work in the local mining industry, including myself and several of my family 

members. This off-farm income sustains farmers during downturns in the agricultural industry and is 

also used to build up their agricultural enterprises making a more robust agricultural industry. Having 

this injection into the agricultural industry by the mining sector creates a more diverse, resilient and 

sustainable community. Contrary to what some people would like you believe, these two industries 

support each other. 

Tremendous opportunities like the Vickery Extension Project do not present themselves to all regions 

and it is important that this region and the NSW State economy are able to take full advantage of this 

opportunity. The Department of Planning, Industry & Environment have noted in their Whole of 

Government Report that the Vickery Extension Project “is in the public interest and is approvable, 

subject to stringent conditions”. This project should be approved to keep the local jobs and the region 

sustainable into the future. 

Kind Regards  

Darren Swain 


