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Young Labor Left (YLL) is an association of young people agitating within the Labor Party for an 
ambitious and articulate policy response to the climate crisis.  
 
YLL has visited the Pilliga annually since 2018. We have visited Santos’ well sites with local activists, 
which has given us insights into how environmentally and socially disastrous the project would be for 
the community.  
 
We have seen the flares that run around the clock, including through total fire bans. Santos has eschewed 
its responsibility for this risk, expecting the volunteer rural fire service to draw on scarce town water 
supplies if it spreads to the surrounding forest. 
 
We have seen where the toxic groundwater from the gas wells has poisoned the surrounding bush. In 
addition to the risk this produced water will contaminate the Great Artesian Basin, fracking would place 
an immense strain on water sources in the region. Drilling for gas would require extracting 60% of 
sustainable withdrawals from the basin each year (Chen & Randall, 2013). This would be catastrophic 
for drinking water supplies and critical agricultural industry in the region (Chen & Randall, 2013). 
 
We have also seen how strong community resistance to the project is, manifest state-wide in the 
thousands of submissions the IPC has received. We are making this submission because we stand in 
solidarity with the Narribri and Gamilaraay community in their struggle against this project and the 
devastating consequences it would have for the Pilliga region.  
 
We are also making this submission as young people who want to see Australia implement a suitably 
urgent response to the climate crises. To avoid catastrophic warming we must decarbonise in the next 
10 years. The claim that gas is a clean fuel is groundless. The methane released in the production and 
consumption of CSG has about 28 times the global warming potential of carbon dioxide. (IPCC 2014). 
We want to make sure we and future generations can inherit a liveable planet, which begins with 
ensuring that our remaining fossil fuels are kept in the ground. We hope the IPC will make the only 
appropriate decision on the Narrabri Gas Project, in light of the dangers it poses and the upswell of 
community opposition against it.  
 
There is no social license for CSG here.  
 
 

 
 

 


