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Dear Independent Planning Commission 
 
This is a submission objecting the Narrabri Gas Project. 
 
I am a member of the Homebush Movement for Life Homebush action group and a 
passionate advocate for veganism, sustainability, and care deeply for our 
environment, biodiversity, our planet and all living beings on it. 
 
I believe that this project will not benefit the environment, the community, the 
economy or climate change in the following areas: 
 
WATER 

• The risk to our Great Artesian Basin from drilling of the gas wells could 
potentially pollute a precious water resource. 

• Farmers tap into this precious water source as alternative when their ponds 
dry up and with so many droughts, they would not be able to use this for 
farming if toxic waste gets into the basin nor be able to use it for drinking or 
domestic use. 

 
HEALTH 

• Air pollution will affect the community including farmers and indigenous 
Australians, where toxic gases are released as a by-product of extracting the 
gas. These chemicals that are released are inhaled and have a detrimental 
effect on resident’s health who live close to the CSG wells, that include fertility 
problems in both genders, cancer, mental health and so much more. This will 
impact generations to come  

• Air pollution contributes to water pollution caused from the toxic particle 
pollution from gasses emitted from the flares, falling on areas such as roofs so 
when there is rain, will flow into rain water tanks, that local residents use for 
farming and domestic use. Toxins are then absorbed by consuming produce 
grown with this polluted water, where there is no refuge in obtaining clean and 
safe water from nature. We should be supporting projects that promote clean 
energy, clean water, clean crops and clean food for Australians. 

 
LAND 

• Possibility of toxic spills is too risky, regardless of the organisation and their 
assurances of the safety precautions and preventatives, it is not worth having 
these wells that product this waste water that has a potential to spill and 



permanently damage the land to the point where soil can no longer sustain life 
and trees are dying as a result.   

• Increase risk of bushfires occurring caused by flares and gas emissions. 
During total fire bans, flare are permitted to continually burn, putting in danger 
lives, homes, wildlife and trees. With our tragic 2019-20 summer bushfires 
causing major loss of habitat to tens of thousands of wildlife, lives lost by 
volunteers in effort to fight these fires, homes lost, the effect on our climate, 
the pollution and health impacts caused and impact on our economy, we 
cannot continue to allow this happen. 

• The unique Pilliga mouse that calls the Narrabri region its home will be at risk 
of being endangered, along with many other endangered and threaten 
species. In a recent SMH article (Foley, 2020) it claims that Australia is 
leading the world in wildlife extinctions. By not proceeding with this project we 
are giving species like the Pilliga mouse a fighting chance against extinction. 
 

PEOPLE 
• Disrespect to Indigenous Australians, specifically the Kamilaroi people past, 

present, emerging and their sacred lands as organisations who want to drill 
their gas wells will not know the location of these sacred sites that is precious 
to our original land owners. When you look at satellite images of Chinchilla 
QLD it is chequered with CSG wells, the chances of a sacred site being left 
untouched is impossible with access roads linking each of the wells. 

• Lack of Social licence where the community is strongly opposed to CSG, as 
they understand that it does not benefit them, their families, their community, 
their industry, the environment and their livelihood by having CSG wells in 
their backyard. There has been a number of negative outcomes to the 
communities of the Chinchilla/Miles/Dalby, where they have suffered health 
issues and deaths, land value losses, loss of business, damage to land and 
crops, yet they want to continue with this project... simply inhumane and with 
no recognition of the impact to people. 

 
Due to the above reasons I strongly object to the Narrabri Gas Project. Thank you 
again for the opportunity to comment. I look forward to hearing from you in regards to 
this submission.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Antonia Desousa 
Antonia.des81@gmail.com.au 
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